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ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS. 


CHURCH AND STATE. 


DISCUSSION AT LIVERPOOL 
BETWEEN 
THE REV. JOSEPH BAYLEE AND MR. E. MIALL. 
(From our own Reporter.) 

Since the celebrated discussion between Mr. George 
Thompson and Mr. Borthwick, on the question of 
slavery,.no controversy has excited so much interest in 
Liverpool as that, a report of which we are now about 
to lay before our readers. The recent disgraceful pro- 
ceedings at the Music-hall, where a deputation from 
the Anti-state-church Association attempted to explain 
the principles and objects of the society, had roused 
the public mind upon a question which has hitherto 
received little attention in Liverpool; and as soon as 
the discussion was announced the tickets were dis- 
posed of with great rapidity, and on Wednesday last 
there was not one to be had. They were afterwards 
sold, so great was the excitement upon the subject, at 
twelve times their original cost, and we believe even a 
higher per-centage could have been obtained. The hall in 
which the discussion took place—the Concert-hall—is 
capable of containing, when densely crowded, 2,500 
persons, but for the preservation of order it was deemed 
prudent to limit the number of tickets sold, and not 
more than 2,000 persons were present. The only 
defective part of the arrangement was that with respect 
to the platform. It was inconveniently overcrowded, 
and great difficulty was experienced by the reporters in 
obtaining admission. As one of the local papers charges 
the members of the Anti-state-church Association with 
a desire to exclude reporters, it is but right to say, that 
the key of the platform-room was held by one of the 
opposite side. We do not believe there was any de- 
sire to exclude reporters—certainly not on Mr. Miall’s 
side, for one of the most active members of the com- 
mittee did all he could to obtain early admission for 
them, and made special arrangements for their accom- 
modation. That his plans were not carried out must 
be attributed to the confusion consequent upon the 
operations of two committees. Soon after the doors 
were opened there was a great rush, and the hall was 
filled long before the proceedings commenced. The 
following was agreed upon as the question to be 
debated :— 


Can the State Church Principle for the Maintenance of 
Christian Institutions be justified by the Word of God; and 
is the Compulsory or Voluntary System in support of Chris- 


tian Churches and Worship most in accordance with the 
revealed mind of Christ? 


Amongst the Dissenters on the platform were the 
Mr. D. R. * of Manchester, Mr. D. S. Wylie, 
Mr. D. Thorn, Mr. Thomas Urquhart, Mr. S. B. Jack- 
son, Mr. C. E. Rawkins, jun., Mr. C. E. Rawkins, 
zen., Mr. Medley, &c., &c. On the other side, the fol- 
lowing el en of the Church of England were 
present: —Mr. F. Ould, Mr. D. James, Mr. J R. Cor- 


mer, Mr. W. Ma d, Mr. D. J. Heirset, Mr. J. W. 
Fallow, Mr. W. — ll &e., &c. 


It was arranged between the committees, that each 
disputant should have a chairman, and that a modera- 
tor chosen by both parties should decide in case of a 
dispute between the chairmen. Mr. Charles Robertson 
ows councillor) was chairman for Mr, Miall, and Mr. 

Pollock en chairman for Mr. Baylee. Mr. 
Loxton, Independent minister, acted as moderator. 


Mr. Ropertson opened the business of the evening. He 
said he had consented to occupy the place which he held that 
evening for two reasons: one was because he deemed the 
subject under consideration of paramount importance, and 
it was most desirable that just and correct views respecting 
it should be diffused throughout the public mind; the other 
reason was, because he had been given to understand by 
those who originated the meeting, that it would be held 
under circumstances in which the most free, candid, and dis- 
Passionate expression of opinion would be allowed. It would 


posite sentiments; and the r that they sent 
to Mr. Miall a request, that he would meet the Rev. Mr. 
Baylee, of Birkenhead, in order that the question might be 
fairly discussed. ‘These were the circumstances which had 
led to the meeting now assembled. Perhaps he (Mr. Ro- 
bertson) might be permitted to express his regret, that Mr. 
Miall, on the occasion alluded to, did not meet with that 
courteous reception to which the free expression of opinion, 
in a free country, ought to entitle every man. He did not 
attribute any blame to any of the parties present, but he 
merely mentioned it as a matter of fact—he merely ex- 

ressed regret, which was shared, not only by himself, but 
b other parties holding different views and opinions leb, 
plause]. Truth was“ thing which existed independently of 
them. Their province was not to invent it, but to discover 
it. They should remember, that truth would stand even 
though they opposed it ; that it never could be put down by 
clamour or disorder; that the state of mind in which they 
ought to entertain it ought to be dispassionate, and calm, 
— collected, and they ought to be prepared to admit what 
their decided convictions on the subject might be. He 
hoped that the disputants would confine themselves as 
closely as possible to the line of argument on the a 
before them. After stating the question for discussion, Mr. 
Robertson read the terms agreed to by both committees 
upon which the discussion was to be conducted. These 
were :—That no vote should be taken; that Mr. Miall, as 
the challenger, should have an hour for opening ; that Mr. 
Baylee should have an hour to reply; and then after, half 
an hour to each ; the discussion to close that evening. 

Mr. W. Pottock, as chairman for Mr. Baylee, said he 
coincided with all that had been said with regard to the 
right and privilege of every man in this free and Christian 
country, to express his own opinions honestly, openly, and 
uninterruptedly. He spoke the feeling of a great 8 
of those belonging to the church to which he had the hig 
privilege and honour of belonging, that it was deeply re- 
gretted that anything should have taken place at the Anti- 
state-church meeting of an unpleasant nature. He hoped 
and trusted that both gentlemen engaged in the discussion 
would set forth the importance of the question at issue. He 
confident] ee to his brethren, the members of the 
Church of ngland, and said to them, that if any one of 
them, in the least degree, disturbed that meeting—if one 
word that Mr. Miall had to offer was drowned by clamour, 
he should look on that one disturber as the worst enemy of 
the Church in that room [applavse]. He believed that any 
man who depended on clamour as his weapons, in that, or 
any other controversy, was utterly undeserving the honoured 
name of Churchman. 


Prayer having been offered up (as agreed upon) by Mr. 
Baylee, 


Mr. RoBEeRTSON said: In introducing to you the gentle- 
man who is to address you this evening on the voluntary 
side of the question, it is matter of very secondary impor- 
tance who and what Mr. Miall is, further than that he is a 
ee in every way qualified, hy his habits of mind and 

is literary pursuits, to set before you his views on this im- 
portant subject. His moral worth was such as to entitle 
what he said to that serious consideration and examination 


which all he advanced that evening would, he trusted, 
receive. 


Mr. Baylee and Mr. Miall baving shaken hands, 

Mr. MIALL, who was received with the loudest marks of 
approbation, said: I trust, my friends, that I rise under the 
influence of emotions excited by the solemn and devotional 
engagement in which we have joined—that it will be my 
earnest and humble endeavour, in all the remarks which I 
may feel it my duty to make this evening, to preserve, at all 
events, the courtesy and the meekness of the Christian [ap- 
plause]. I feel deeply the responsibility of the position I 


hold. I do not desire merely that this large and important | media 


assemblage should have met together this evening for en- 
tertainment or excitement. I shall study plainness and 
brevity in all my remarks, and endeavour, if possible, to put 
them in so distinct and clear a light as that no man, in the 
exercise of common sense, shall be able to misunderstand 
them. And if, in doing so, possibly owing to the want of 
intercourse with those who hold opposite opinions to myself, 
I should use language which to them might seem strong 
and severe, let me at once disclaim every intention of hurt- 
ing a single feeling or of making the slightest personal re- 
ference in all the observations which I may feel it my duty 
to make [applause]. I think we are all bound to speak the 
truth in love—to speak it clearly, forcibly, and with em- 
phasis, but with no intention of hurting the feelings of an- 
other; and, for my own part, I hope I can say that 


I am fully prepared to receive any remark from the 
other side, which a sense of duty may lead my reve- 
rend opponent to make. The question we have to 
discuss this evening, and which has been already stated 
by the chairman, is, “Can the State Church Prin- 
ciple for the Maintenance of Christian Institutions be 
justified by the word of God; and is the Compulsory or 


oluntary system in support of Christian churches and 
worship most in accordance with the revealed mind of | 


them into hearty subjection to his moral and spiritua 
government—to unite theni—to harmonize their spirits, 
their will, with himself and with his own, so that in the 
highest sense it may be said of Him and them, that the 

are one. I am sure he would not for a moment conten 

that the Christianity sought to be maintained, whether 
by a compulsory or a be tapers Be gan isa merely nominal 
thing, affecting only the outward profession of man, or 
descending, at all events, not deeper than to their 
external conduct. It is a principle of life in the heart 
regulating the whole conduct, forming the character, an 

becoming a source of happiness to man, in time and through - 
out eternity. Now, if this be anything like what we have 
reason to believe is the Christianity of the gospel—if it be 
a change produced in the heart by the agency of the Holy 
Spirit—the instrumentality of Divine truth; and if its 
end be to bring man into voluntary harmony with and 
subjection to the Great Father of Spirits, then I think 
it is obvious to all that out of the nature of this religion 

we may deduce, in some measure, the mode to be ado ted 
for its support. I would observe, first of all, that the whole 
tenor and genius of the gospel leads us to this extent, at all 
events, that it isin accordance with, or, at least, that it is not 
opposite to the mind or will of God, as laid down in the 

oly Scriptures, nor is it a to the general tendenc 

spirit, or — — of the Christian scheme, that we should 
seek the maintenance and extension of the ordinances of 
religion by voluntary efforts. This is the first step I would 
take; we may do good voluntarily—we are allowed, at all 
events, the privilege, by the gospel of our Redeemer, to 
support the churches, to maintain the expenses of Divine 
worship, and to seek the extension of the Christian kingdom 
by missionary enterprise. We are allowed to do this, with- 
out having received the command of the State, and simply 
in obedience to the voluntary impulse of our own mind 4 
— I suppose this will scarcely be questioned; I 
magine it will be admitted at once, that to give expression 
to the feeling of gratitude and love to the great Author of 
the gospelin efforts to make known his name, to promote his 
cause amongst those who are perishing for lack of knowledge, 
that such an effort is perfectly compatible with the whole 
genius of Christianity, and is only the natural expression of 
those emotions which ought tobe excited in our minds, when 
we have received Divine truth, as the message that saves our 
souls. I will not f° far into this part of the discussion, be- 
cause I think it will not be disputed, I know that within the 
pale of the Establishment voluntary effort is doing a world of 
good. I suppose that in Liverpool there are many churches 
supported entirely by the voluntary contributions of Chrie- 
tian disciples, and I am perfectly convinced that a ver 

large proportion of the forei ort made by the Chure 

of England, with a view to the establishment of religion 
throughout tife world, is made entirely in dependence upon 
the voluntary principle [applause]. Now I go on, then, one 
step further, and I would say that not only are Christian 


disciples permitted, by voluntary effort, to sustain and extend 
Christian institutions, but they are under special obligations 
so to act—that the law of love has been laid upon them 
by their Divine Master—tbat all the hopes which they 


entertain, that all the promises ‘which they have re- 
ceived, that all the fee 


nge they are rmitted to 
cherish and indulge, and that all the blessings they 
realize, or hereafter expect, all of these lay upon them 


a solemn injunction to communicate that which has been 
communicated to them—to go forth in the exercise of 
voluntary effort, whether by personal exertion or by 
cuniary contribution, and to stretch out to a wanting and a 
perishing world those means and ordinances which 


would 
not be sustained but for their intervention. 1 say the 
whole gospel, the whole genius of Christianity, imposes this 


obligation upon Christian disciples; and I am sure that 
there is no one having received into his heart the truth, the 
soul-reviving truth of salvation through Christ, but will feel 
tely constrained to ask, in the lang of holy, 
fervent gratitude, ‘‘ Lord, what wouldst thou have me 
do?“ (great applause]. Well, then, I go still one step 
further, and say that in the Gospel of our Divine Master, in 
the New Testament, we have some 3 (I will not 
say, at present, expressed precepts, but certainly we have 
some indications) as to what we are to do in these respects. 
We know what we may do without contravening the will 
of God—we know what we ought to do, in order that we 
may perfectly exemplify the feelings of grateful emotion, by 
the reception of the Gospel into our hearts. d now we 
want to ascertain from the Word of God, whether there is 
any direction as to the mode by which we should do that, 
and by whieh Christian institutions and ordinances may be 
maintained. Now, 1 say, that, taking the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, and especially the New estament—taking the New 
Testament economy, and estimating it with an earnest 
desire that we may ascertain the mind of Christ in this 
particular—we shall be struck at once, at all events, with 
this feature of it, that all which is positive in the New 
Testament, in respect to the mode in which Christian ordi- 
nances shall be maintained, and supported, and extended 
all that is positive leans to voluntary effort. We are told, 
for example, that the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but spiritual, and mighty through God, to the 
ulling down of strong holds; we are told that it is ordered 
— the great Head of the Church, by the Lord of the gospel, 
that he who preaches the gospel should live of the gospel; 
and not only so, but the particular mode in which he should 
live of the gospel is exemplified by the instences and the 
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or, at all events, fully felt, unless we were to put a converse of Jesus Christ with sincerity and — Meee — 3 
case to those now connected with the Church of England. | walls of the Establishment—I cannot believe t — 1 4 
1 believe there are many individuals connected with that minister can preside over a church-rate contest, oat 
church who would see the argument, the financial law for | feeling that all the principles of Ciristianity are vio oe in 
the maintenance of Christian institutions, in a very dif- the proceeding [applause]. I don’t think they — e con- 
ferent light if that law were employed by men in power | scious, when they employ the powers of the State in 08 
for the establishment of opinions or faith of which they | forcing the sustentation and support of this py 5 other 
themselves utterly disapprove [ Hear,” and cheers}. If, for | creed—I don't believe they can be conscious o — to 
example, Roman Catholicism were established, or Inde- others as they would others should do to them * ap- 

hdency, or Baptism, or any other system of religion which plause]. I am sure the common sense of the wor eae 

ey regard to be opposed to the mind and will of the Re- the system; I am sure the feeling Christianity implants in 
deemer, I think t would feel then, if the demand | the mind ordinarily repudiates it j and unless our Church- 
of the State were that they should contribute to its in dome measure overcome the natural bias of 
support, they injustice | Obristian feeling and love, there até few men, indeed, who 


Illustrations put forth by the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
namely,“ He that planteth of the vineyard, shall eat of 
the fruit of the vineyard ; and he who keepeth or tendeth 
the flock shall eat of the fruit of the flock.” I go through 
the whole of the Scriptures, I see, in the first place, Jesus 
Christ, sending forth his disciples among their brethren, 
the Jews, to preach the Word of God, and Ta ing upon them 
this command, “Freely ye have received, freely give ;“ 
When you enter into a house, eat and drink the things set 
before you,” and so on, until I eome to the express precepts 
which the Apostle gives to Christain converts, Let them 
that are taught 2 all good gs to them 
that teach.“ From and other examples, I come to the 
conclusion that, so far as the New Testament direction upon 


- this point is positive 


establish upon isolated 
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stress upon mere textual conclusions. 
habit so to interpret the word of God, as to draw 
solemn and very important doctrines out of merely 
isolated passages, that, apart from their connexion, or 
the circumstances under which they may have been uttered, 
would seem to give countenance to the doctrines thus 
deduced. I think that in order to prove a thing to 
to be in accordance with the mind and will of Christ, to be 
supported or denounced by the sacred Scriptures, it is far 
better for us to take the general spirit and scope of the 
sacred writings—to regard that which we intend to compare 
with the Word of God in its own nature, in its spirit, in its 
tendency, and in its professed object, with the spirit, 
ne, temper, and object of the sacred writings. And I think 
the conclusion at which we shall arrive, from this kind 
of analogical survey of the whole, is far more likely to be 
correct, and in accordance with the mind and judgment of 
the Most High, than any conclusions we shall attempt to 
es of Scripture, however strong 
and important they may be. Then I will take Christianity, 
and consider its genius and temper, and I will see whether 
the compulsory principle, that is, whether the maintenance 
by law—by the power of law—of the Christian ministry, and 
of Christian institutions, is found to be in accordance with 
the general spirit of the Gospel. And, first, I would ask 
every one to consider to whom it is that Christianity ad- 
dresses its message—in what position are they to whom the 
gos el of Jesus Christ is sent. Fact, observation, experience, 
ripture, all concur to prove that they are the unwilling. 
The 14 pleads the cause of the Lord of Heaven against 
a world in arms against his authority. Men are not natur- 
ally, voluntarily, or without divine intervention, the — 
—the — subjects—of his moral government. They 
stand apart from Christianity. She paints in colours too 
painfully dark the depravity of human nature—sbe rebukes, 
with far too faithful inflexibility, the follies of life—she dis- 
closes too distinctly the glory of Him who sits upon the 
throne, to be listened to by the men of the world, even the 
reasonable and the polite, with anything like patience, or at 
all events complacency. When she employs her most winning 
tones, under the most favourable circumstances in which 
she can bring to bear her mild and persuasive authority— 
even then, in the great majority of instances, we know she 
fails. It is an awful fact, but it is one which cannot be 
hidden from us, that human nature is averse to subjection 
to the great moral Governor of the universe; and that, 
though Christianity comes simply to call back man to his 
allegiance to God, man resents the message, as though it 
were one sent only to torment him before his time. Under 
these circumstances, is it likely that the object which Chris- 
tianity has in view will be in the slightest degree promoted 
by the compulsory principle ? Is it likely that, when men 
are naturally prejudiced against the claims of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and are disposed, under any circumstances, to 
thrust aside from themselves the responsibilities which he 
would impose upon them—is it likely that their prejudices 
should be overcome, or that the hardness of their hearts 
should be softened by applying to them the rigour of human 
law? [loud applause.] Is it the best way to change the 
Opinions, and not simply the opinions, but the will of the 
depraved men, first of all to quarter ourselves upon their 
resources, in order that our opinions may be promoted and 
maintained? [continued applause.] Was not that a ver 
strong argument which the apostle brought forward, evi- 
dently with peculiar triumph in his soul, I have coveted 
no man’s silver, nor gold, nor apparel,” in proof of his own 
sincerity and singleness of purpose? [loud applause.] And 
is it not apparent that, if we would win men—win them to 
the goepe of Jesus Christ, all-reluctant as they are, it will 
not do to attempt this by trampling upon the prejudices of 
their nature, and by first of all irritating their minds by the 
mode which we adopt, in order to secure the maintenance of 
Christian institutions? [Here there was some little interrup- 
tion owing to the crowded state of the reserved seats ; order 
being restored, Mr. Miall continued.] I was just observing, 
it is necessary for us to regard not simply the persons to 
whom Christianity addresses itself, but the object it seeks 
to attain [more confusion]. I will not, however, dwell upon 
this point; I believe that, in this respect, there is perfect 
eement between us,—that it is a change, an entire 
change of the will in reference to the government of Al- 
mighty God; and I would only just suggest that it appears 


to me utterly opposed to the object we have in view, first of 


all to set aside the will in erecting our machinery, and then 
endeavour to direct the operation of that machinery to bring 
the will into entire and cordial assent. I would rather, far 
rather go on to point out the general tone of Christianity, 
in its address to the human family; and here I am sure it 
will at once be felt, that it would be impossible to describe 
in too mente or glowing terms, the kindness, the zender- 
ness, the benignity, the condescension of spirit exhibited in 
the whole arrangement of the gpspel economy, in the whole 
of those addresses which it makes to the human heart. In 
the language of the Apostle to the Gentiles, ‘‘ To the weak, 
it becomes weak, in order that it may gain the weak; it is 
all things to all men, that by all means it might save some.“ 
What chord in the human bosom is not touched by it in the 
course of its addresses? Gentle as dew, it aims, in all its 
invitations, to insinuate itself, kind] and benignantly, into 
the human mind—never unnecessarily — up the preju- 
dices or evil passions of society; but gently it approaches 
human nature—does homage to the independence of the 
human mind, addresses itself with the utmost distinctness 

clearness to the human understanding—argues, per- 
suades, invites, threatens, beseeches, and woos, in order 
that men might become reconciled to God. Now, is not 
the whole tenor of Christianity greatly interfered with when 
we rely upon the compulsory system, or when we invoke it 
in the smallest degree, in order to aid the designs of simple 
Christianity? That system does not make its appeal o the 


sympathies of man, but to the arm of the magistracy—it 
upon the intrinsic force of divine truth, but upon 
ntary law, and upon those appointed by the Legis- 


carrying out the acts of that law. It is entirely 


mpathies of 


for this argument to be fully s 


so far it leans very considerably to 
the voluntary principle. Now, I will not lay any very great 
It is not my 


n physical force—this is the ultimate rock upon 
ts; it brings into the warfare with moral and 

carnal weapons; it opposes itself directly to 
uman nature, and stirs up that 
istance that men always feel when they are sen- 


would feel directly the — ! 
of the thing, and would perceive, very clearly and dis- 
tinctly, from their new position, how utterly opposed is 
the spirit of law—mere temporal law—to the spirit of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ 1 But it is not 
— in these respects that 1 think the two systems, 
namely, the compulsory system and Christianity, are op- 
osed; but I believe that the compulsory system involves 
in itself, truths, principles, and tendencies, which all men 
must of necessity, if they base their reasonings upon the 
facts and doctrines of Scripture, repudiate and reject. For, 
when it is said it is the highest duty of the State to provide 
religious instruction for the people—when it is thus said, 
the question occurs, What is meant by religious instruction ? 
There is a variety of opinions prevalent in society respecting 
the doctrines of the Gospel of God—there is a variety of 
opinions respecting what constitutes revelation itself. Sup- 
posing it to be the duty of a people, the duty of a state, to 
support, by compulsory arrangements, the ordinances and 
institutions of the church of the Redeemer ; supposing this 
to be the case, then I would ask, to whom is to be referred 
the ultimate selection? If the financial law for the main- 
tenance of Christ’s kingdom, as we have seen it indicated, if 
not expressly laid down (I think it laid down by express 
precept), be infringed upon, and the State is to come for- 
ward by compulsory arrangement to support the worship 
and institutions of the gospel, then I may be permitted to 
ask, with whom is it to rest to decide what shall be taught, 
and what shall not be taught [hear, hear]? Is it the duty 
of the civil magistrate? If it be the duty of the powers 
that be’’ to select for us a creed, to select at all events the 
religious instruction which shall be supported by the general 
pay of the people, if this be the case, then I ask, is it the 
duty of a subject in all cases to submit? If not, we come 
to this very curious contradiction, that it is the duty of the 
civil magistrates, in some cases, to command their subjects 
when it is not the duty of the subjects to obey [applause]. 
If it be the duty of subjects to obey the commands, the 
lawful commands of the magistracy, and the magistracy 
have the power of selecting the truth which shall be taught 
to the people, then it will be the duty of a man in Spain 
to submit to Roman Catholicism—the duty of a man in 
Turkey to be a Mahomedan—the duty of a man north 
of the Tweed to agree with the Presbyterian Church—the 
duty of a man south of the Tweed to agree with the Church 
of England, the Episcopalian Church [applause]. Now, 
what an interesting round of duties we may assume an 
adventurous traveller to run, obliged to suit his conscience 
to the religious creed 1 by the rulers in ever 
country on the face of the earth. But it will be said, 
perhaps, the creed to be selected must be in accordance 
with the mind of God; it is only the truth governors are 
to support by their compulsory arrangements. Then again 
we ask, what is truth, and who is to decide? I have not 
the smallest difficulty in my own mind, in coming to the 
conclusion as to what is the revealed mind and word of 
God. I believe in certain systems of doctrines—systems, 
by the bye, which are in general comprehended and em- 
bodied in the articles of the Church of England. I believe 
them thoroughly, distinctly, and with all my heart. I should 
say at once, they are the truth. But what is the magistrate 
to say? how is he to decide—to select from amongst the 
various creeds of different parties? If he can only have a 
revelation from Heaven, guiding, infallibly guiding his deci- 
sion—if the power is vouchsafed to him by the Universal 
Governor of preserving himself invariably and necessarily 
from error, then, indeed, it were safe to leave to him the selec- 
tion of the religious instruction to be maintained for the peo- 
ple. But surely it is not safe without (hear, hear]. I believe 
there are many persons will at once admit, even members 
of the Church of England [hear]—lI believe there are multi- 
tudes of individuals will admit, that with the system now 
connected with the civil power in this land there may be 
some errors. We are not met to discuss these. But the 
fact is this,—The~magistrate has chosen, has set aside, a 
form and provision for the maintenance of that form of 
truth. If there be a mixture of error in it, the magistrate has 
given it perpetuity. The error has a vitality infused into it 
which does not belong to itself. It is, as it were, petrified 
for future generations—petrified by an arrangement which 
brings the Church and State into connexion. The truth 
will always live; nothing can extinguish that. The error 
would have been overcome before this if it had been left to 
its own course; but when, like a fly in amber, it is reserved 
to be seen by remote posterity, and seen as first presented, 
without change, then, I say, an infinite mischief has been 
done to the church of the Redeemer. I believe it is im- 
possible to carry out this system without direct injustice. I 
am sure in my own mind (I speak only the dictates of my 
own judgment and heart) it does dishonour to Him who sits 
upon the throne, and to whom is communicated all power and 
authority for the government of his church upon earth. It 
is, at all events, casting something like an imputation upon 
his wisdom and power, by moral means to maintain and ex- 
tend the universal triumph of the gospel he has introduced 
into the world. Many individuals talk about the impossi- 
bility of maintaining the ordinances of religion but by re- 
sorting to a compulsory system. I believe such indivic uals 
are dolug their own church a great injury. I do not, in all 
respects, coincide with the doctrines that church embodies 
or the discipline it maintains; but 1 do believe, if it were left 
entirely independent of State connexion, cast upon its own 
resources, the piety, energy, zeal, love of its own members, 
it would flourish more successfully, vigorously, triumphantly, 
than it has ever done since its connexion with the State. 
So far from thinking that the Church of England would 
be injured by severance of the connexion between Church 
and Btate, or being cast entirely upon the voluntary 
efforts of its own friends, I believe it would acquire an energy 
and power never before displayed ;—that there is sufficient 
piety in it to go into all the deep and dark corners of depra- 
vity, in order chat it might present the truth, as it is in 
Jesus, a remedy for the moral woes of the human family. 
And as I believe this, so I think it is doing great dishonour 
to Christ, that bis church should be bound up in de system 
which seems to cast contempt upon his own ordinances, and 
charges that he is unable, by the spiritual laws he has es- 
tablished, and the providential regulations over which he 
presides, to preserve his truth—the truth intended to bless 
and save the world, except by the aid of the magistrate of 
the realm. And I am sure it tends to produce the greatest 
sense of injustice upon the minds of those who differ. There 
is no individual, I believe—I cannot believe any pure-minded 


to injustice [great applause]. I know 
ustained, 


earnest, faithfw, devoted man of God, preaching the gos 


pel | 


would be disposed to enforce the laws of the realmin support 
of the — of Jesus Christ. Under these circumstances 
(for I will not enter upon another branch of argument now) 
I think it has been sufficiently apparent that we may volun- 
tarily support the gospel of the edeemer, extend our Re- 
deemer’s kingdom by missionary enterprise, without in any 
way violating the principles of Christianity. I think it also 
established that we ought to do this—that Christian feeling 
would naturally lead us to discharge our deep debt of grati- 
tude to Christ. I think the few passages of Scripture 
I have touched, at all events indicate the bias of Scriptural 
Christianity in that direction; and I think the whole genius 
and scope of the Christian scheme—the unwilling character 
of those to whom the message of reconciliation is addressed 
—the entire conversion it is intended to effect—the gentle 
and benignant tone in which it approaches those of the 
human family to whom it addresses itself—the injustice in- 
volved in the compulsory system, and the indignity it does 
to Him who has the supreme control over all events affect. 
ing the welfare of the human family—all these things con- 
verge to indicate that it is far more in accordance with the 
mind and will of Jesus Christ, that his gospel shall be 
supported now as it was supported during the fir three 
= of Christianity, by the effort, the willing eitort, of 
His own disciples—by the gratitude, faith, love, hope, exer- 
tion, supplication, and joy of those whose hearts he has 
touched by the communication of Divine truth. This, I 
think, has been, at all events, indicated. It has made a 
deep impression upon my own mind—made an impression 
upon the minds of a very large body of men [loud applause]. 
I rejoice in the opportunity now given us of coming into 
fair discussion one with another. T hops these opportunities 
will be repeated [applause] ; repeated, not simply in Liver- 
pool, but throughout the kingdom, and that all British men 
and British Christians will come to that manly state of mind 
in which they can stand up and courteously contend one 
with another, in order that they may arrive at truth [great 
applause]. We have far too long kept aloof from each other 
—called each other names—cast contempt upon each other’s 
motives, and supposed it would be impossible for us to rea- 
son one another into a better conviction of mind. For my 
own part, I do not believe it. I believe a large portion of 
society is sufficiently candid, unbiassed, and unprejudiced in 
this matter, to listen to truths urged upon both sides—to 
weigh, examine, and come to that conclusion which they 
think will be sustained in the judgment of the Last Day. 
[Mr. Miall sat down amidst loud applause. } 


Mr. Pollock then introduced Mr. Baylee as a well- 
known, and faithful, and able minister of the New 
Testament—as a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed. 


Mr. BAxLER was received with loud applause by his 
friends. He stood, however, on the opposite side of the 
platform to that on which the reporters were sitting, and he 
spoke so rapidly, so indistinctly, and so inaudibly, that what 
he said was very imperfectly heard by the reporters. He 
quoted passage after passage with so great rapidity that it 
was impossible to follow him; and, in order that we may 
not be accused of partiality, we copy the following sketch 
of his speech from the Liverpool Mail, a paper attached to 
the Church of England. When silence was restored, the 
reverend gentleman proceeded to observe that, if he were to 
begin by expressing his disappointment at the address they 
had just heard, he should be assuming a new place—he 
should be assuming the office of the judge instead of the 
pleader ; and therefore he should not make any observations 
of that kind upon the address they had just heard; but he 
owned that he did feel dissatisfaction that his opponent had 
not given chapter and verse for the arguments he had 


brought before them [loud cheers]. There was a very 
serious difference of opinion upon the subject before them ; 
but he asked whether it was right that a man should take 
the general scope and bearing of the Bible for his 
principles, or whether he ought not to take, not iso- 
lated passages without their context, but certainly 
chapter and verse for what he held [loud de 
Our Lord himself, as well as his disciples, constantly 
appealed to the Old Testament as a proof of their principles. 
There was reasoning, argument, expostulation, and verse 
after verse, quoted in the New Testament out of the Old, to 
the extent, he believed, of no less than 289 times. The 
first argument used by his opponent was, that they were 
both agreed as to the character of Christianity, but as to the 
mode in which it was to be supported and propagated they 
had serious differences. He confessed when this was first 
propounded, he thought it was something like assuming 
that religion first began to be of importance when our 
Saviour appeared on the earth. What! had Adam no soul 
to be saved? had Noah no soul? had Abraham no soul? or 
was it of no importance that Moses, who was endued with 
the spirit of meekness, was appointed to establish a system 
of forms and ceremonies ? if the arguments for the com- 
pulsory 1 there established were of any value, they 
were of the same value now [cheers]. He believed that 
money was as much valued now as it was then, and he be- 
lieved they placed as mach value upon it now as they did 
when they were heathens, and therefore he argued that, as 
man’s wants were the same, as their hearts were the same, 
and the importance of religious truth being the same as 
when the compulsory system was first established, that sys- 
tem could not be wrong now [cheers]. He should therefore 
not trouble them further on that point. The next argument 
was, that it was lawful to aid the Establishment by voluntary 
contributions, There needed no argument to prove that. 
He blessed God for the amount of aid which the church re- 
ceived from voluntary contributions, and he reminded them 
that they were under sacred and solemn obligations to 
do so—they were bound to live as those who were not 
their own, but were bought with a price (hear, hear]. 
The third argument adduced by his opponent was, that 
there were some indications, not express precepts, in 
the Bible of what they ought to do with respect to church 
establishments, But on that subject he would take the 
Bible, and especially the New Testament, though he knew 
not why he should take the New apart from the Old, for the 
question was this: —“ Can the State-church principle, the 
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word of God, and is the compulsory or voluntary system in 
support of Christian churches and worship most in accord- 
ance with the revealed mind of Christ?“ and in discovering 
the mind of God, he never could consent to split the Bible 
in two [loud cheers]. The text which Mr. Miall had quoted 
about the weapons of our warfare not being carnal, as ap- 
licable to money being raised for the conversion of the 
world, was totally inapplicable. Who ever said it was by 
money that the world was to be converted (hear, hear]? but 
who would deny that it was by money we must support the 
men who are to convert the world? [loud cries of Hear, 
hear.”] There was one text of Scripture which had been 
referred to, which was, that they who preached the gospel 
should live of the gospel.” Now, if he recollected rightly, 
that was taken from the 9th chapter of the Ist Corinthians ; 
and from what did the apostle adduce it? His words were, 
„Even so hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach 
the gospel should live of the gospel.” Even so hath the 
Lord ordained.” Where? Inthe 8th verse he said, Say 
I these things as a man? or saith not the law also?” 
Now it was to the law he appealed; and what was the argu- 
ment brought out by the apostle? It was that the prin- 
ciples of the gospel are Mosaic principles [“ Hear,“ and 
cheers]. Then again they were told that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when he sent forth his apostles, had forbidden them 
to take either purse or scrip, and added, “ Freely ye have 
received, freely give;“ but if that passage was to afford any 
argument against a compulsory support of Christianity, 
it prohibited those who propagated it from taking any- 
thing except meat and drink (hear, hear}. Our Lor , how- 
ever, had expressly repeated that commission, which was 
no doubt merely a special commission to those disciples to 
reach the gospel in the land of Judea only, for they were 
forbidden even to enter into any of the Samaritan cities 
[cheers]. They would find that he told them afterwards 
that he who had no purse must take one, and he who ha 
no sword must sell his coat and buy one. It was therefore 
manifest, that the first was not intended as the commission 
for the conversion of the world. Bat Mr. Miall had said 
the Bible had its leanings—its indications. He wanted not 
its leanings or indications. Churchmen were not accus- 
tomed to take their principles from the insinuations of Scrip- 
ture; they appealed, and delighted to appeal, to chapter and 
verse for proof of them [hear, hear]. He believed he was 
in a Protestant assembly; but he really might have been 
arguing with a Romanist, when he heard of the indications 
of the Bible, for the question was not what were its indica- 
tions, but whether the general spirit of the gospel, in express 
terms, did not sanction the compulsory maintenance of Chris- 
tianity. First of all, to whom did the gospel address itself? 
Mr. Miall had said, to unwilling ears; and he (Mr. Baylee) 
thought his opponent had forgotten the side of tle question 
he had to argue upon. However, he did not wish to take 
any advantage of that, for he felt that the question did 
not depend upon human reason, but upon God’s word 
[cheers]. It was, indeed, a blessed saying of the apostle, 
7 I have coveted no man’s gold, or silver, or raiment ;” 
and he trusted all the ministers of Christ would be able 
to say most unfeignedly. We seek not yours, but you.” 
The apostle, however, expressly said, that he said these 
things, not because he had not the right or power, but 
because he “ would not hinder the gospel”’ [hear, hear]. 
Again, it was said that the Church Establishment did not 
rest upon Divine truth, but upon Parliamentary law. This 
was a very common observation by those opposed to the 
Church, and many were misled by the assertion. He would 
take the liberty of ~~. the assertion. The Church did 
not rely upon any act of Parliament whatsoever, but upon 
Divine truth, supported by Parliamentary laws [loud ap- 
plause]. It was in vain to talk about the Church being 
originated by Acts of Parliament. He denied it. She 
rests upon no act of Parliament for her origin. They be- 
lieved that the Church of England was a pure branch of 
that church which our blessed Saviour founded, and if she 
had no claim for her foundation from our Lord Jesus Christ, 
she has no claim at all [loud cheers]. But it was said, 
that state endowments subjected the Church to the charge 
of injustice. He confessed he heard that assertion almost 
with fear and trembling. What? had God sent men to 
teach the people injustice? Did he say that the priest’s 
lips should keep wisdom? Did he send forth the Jewish 
priesthood to admonish, to instruct, and to learn the people 
in a system of injustice? Why, men deal with the Jewish 
system as if it were a system of childish ceremonies —as 
if the souls of the children of Israel were nothing in God’s 
sight until after the advent of Christ [applause]. But it had 
been said that many might not be able conscientiously to 
support an establishment, and, therefore, they must object 
to it; and again—who was to decide which was truth? 
There was such a thing as a defiled conscience; and it 
was not the subject, but the sovereign, that God had ap- 
pointed to establish the truth [cheers]. If they would 
turn to the Bible, they would find that it was said 
by St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans, Erastus, 
the chamberlain of the city, saluteth you.”” Now, what was 
the office of chamberlain? Was it not one who had the care 
of the treasures of the city, and the collection and payment 
of its revenues; and here was a Christian, one of St. Paul's 
companions, who thought it no violation of conscienee to 
receive and pay money for the support of a heathen state. 
As to the question of contributing towards an establish- 
ment, even though it might be a Roman Catholic establish- 
ment, he should have no difficulty in doing what God told 
him—“ to render tribute to whom tribute, and custom to 
whom custom” is due [loud cries of Hear, hear,” and 
2 Again, we are told that supposing it is the duty 
of the State to endow the Church, to whom is the question 
to be referred as to which system is true? He really thought 
that was very like the argument an infidel would intro- 
duce [cheers]. Was it so uncertain that they could notascer- 
tain what was truth? No; they know what was truth, and, 
therefore, had no difficulty in knowing what should be en- 
dowed. Our Lord Jesus Christ originated an outward and 
visible framework, as well as an inward and spiritual wor- 
ship [loud cheers]. It was said, if national establishments 
be right in Spain, we should have to become a Roman 
Catholie—in Turkey a Mahomedan—on the other side of 
the Tweed a Presbyterian—on this side an Episcopalian ; 
but that is not the question. The question is not, 
Are subjects bound to belong to the state? but, are the 
bound to pay to the religion of the state? He would, 
therefore, say no more on that subject, further than 
he would be the last man in the world to force a person 
by pains and penalties to belong to any church. He 
had the same feelings when they were told that it was 
impossible to carry out this system without injustice or dis- 
honour to the Saviour. Ah! it should have been first 
ascertained whether men had souls or not, and whether the 
ord Jesus Christ had revealed what is truth, before man 
would stand up and tax with injustice what God had revealed 
iu His holy word [loud oval. He would next proceed to 
show the arguments deduced from Scripture in support of 
the union between Church and State. 


could prove to him that the Church of England was not 
founded upon the Bible, he was ready to lay down his office 


as a minister of that Church. Ifthe Church was not built 


Before doing so, | hands it over to the keeping of the magistrates—who as- 


owever, he would say most unfeignedly, that if any man | 


by Christ it was not built at all; and all they looked for | 
from the State was what was strongly expressed in the 
thirty-nine Articles [cheers]. Having answered the argu- 
ments of his opponent, the rev. gentleman then proceeded | 
to develope his own views of the question. The question | 
was, were State endowments in accordance with the mind of | 
God? Now, with respect to the rights of conscience, there | 
was serious error abroad. There was, as he said before, a 
defiled conscience. Men might idolize conscience, and 
actually did to the ext nt of saying they were to be judged 
by conscience at the last day [hear]. It must ever be borne 
in mind that it was by God’s word, and that alone, that men 
were to be judged bees The conscience was some- 
times perverted. hat would they think of a man who 
said he conscientiously believed it right to kill another? 
Would such a plea avail him at the bar of justice, when 
tried for the crime of murder? (hear, hear.] The next 
question he wished to bring before them was, the propriety 
of arguing the question from the Old and New Testaments. 
No notice had been taken of that book by his opponent. 
The question was, whether the whole Bible, both Old and 
New Testaments, was the revealed word of God? He did 
not like the operation of cutting them in two, for it was 
something like dividing a telescope, in order the more accu- 


rately to take a view of distant objects (hisses, drowned in 
cheers]. Now, they would find St. Paul, in his epistles, 
constantly referring to the Mosaic dispensation and the 
synagogue service as illustrating the Christian dispensa- 
tion, The rev. gentleman then quoted the lst of Corinthians, 
ix. 1—18, in proof of this, observing that the appeal there 
was to the law, and from that they would find that the prin- 
ciples of the Old Testament dispensation were constantly 
resent to the view of the apostle, as identical to the New 
Hear, hear,“ and cheers]. If they wanted instruction, to 
what did he refer? Again to the old law. In the tenth 
chapter of the same book he said, Moreover, brethren, 
I would not that ye should be ignorant how that all 
our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea; and were all baptized with oses 
in the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat of the 
same spiritual meat, and did all drink the same spiri- 
tual drink; for they all drank of that spiritual rock 
that followed them, and that rock was Christ.“ Here was 
something which looked very like making the Jewish dis- 
pensation identical with the Christian; and, in verse the 
lich, it was said, Now all these things happened unto 
them for examples, and they are written for our admoni- 
tion hear, hear]. Again, if they turned to Galatians, 
they would find that, not only was the Jewish dispensation 
compared with the Christian, but the dispensation which 
appeared previous to that, namely, the blessing of Abraham 
coming to the Gentiles through Jesus Christ. The reverend 
entleman next referred to the Epistle of Jude, and warned 
Dissenters that, in creating schism, they were in danger of 
the sin of Korah. In the 2lst of Matt. and 48rd verse, our 
Saviour told the Jews that the Kingdom of God should be 
taken from them and given to another nation, “ bringing 
forth the fruit thereof. Now, what was taken from the 
Jews was given to us, and, therefore, the two dispensations 
were identical, one illustrating and explaining the other. 
The reverend gentleman next referred to the union of 
Church and State, and proved that it was older than the 
Mosaic dispensation, and existed before Abraham was born 
or Moses wrote at all. He quoted from Job xxxi. 26, 27, 
28; after which he observed that the book of Job being 
written before the time of Moses, showed that the theology 
of the world was such as rendered punishment by the 
civil magistrate for the sin of idolatry, Next he alluded 
to the fact of Abraham meeting Melchizedek, who was 
the priest of the most high God, proving that, in the 
early ages of the world, priest 8 prince were identi- 
cal, observing that even the origin of the name itself 
showed the fact, because it was doubtful whether, in the 
original language the term was not synonymous for both 
priest and prince [cheers]. But it was now said they must 
appeal to common sense—to the boasted wisdom of the nine- 
teenth century. Where was the nation in existence which 
did not unite the church with state? True, there was one, 
but that was not a hundred years old, and how long it might 
continue in its present state time alone could show. as 
Abraham a foolish man when he bowed to King Melchize- 
dek, the prince and priest of the High God? Was Moses 
an unwise legislator when he united the church to the 
state ? was Solomon a foolish king when he built and en- 
dowed the temple of God, and established a suitable priest- 
hood, or were they deprived of their common sense? It 
was, therefore, abundantly evident that God had expressly 
revealed the framework of an established church as a bless- 
ing to the people of every well-ordered community. The 
reverend gentleman next referred to the Scriptures in proof 
of the principle of endowed establishments of religion, and 
observed that, from the Bible, it was abundantly evident 
that, at some time in the world God had provided for the 
union of the church and state—that for fifteen hundred 
years he approved of the supremacy of the chief magistrate 
in his church [cheers]. It should be distinctly borne in 
mind that the Christian dispensation was not an antitype of 
the temple service as Dissenters asserted, but of the pa- 
rochial system as exemplified in their synagogue service. 
He then referred to a variety of passages from Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Ezra, and the minor prophets, proving 
that many of their predictions were referred to the Christian 
dispensation, as exemplified in the union of Church and 
State, and concluded by calling upon Mr. Miall to prove 
his position from the Bible, — to give chapter and verse 


for his assertions. [He resumed his seat amid tremendous 
cheers | 


Mr. MIALL, in rising to reply, was greeted with vehement 
applause. He said: I beg to be understood as being no 
enemy whatever to the reference of all disputes upon theo- 
logical questions to chapter and verse, more especially if 
the chapter and verse be relevant to the question at issue 
Hear,“ and cheers]. I do not know that it is an old 
complaint—perhaps it is somewhat novel—for the advo- 
cates of the compulsory system to find fault with their op- 
ponents for not resting exclusively upon the scriptural 
arguments developed in chapter and verse. And when it 
is laid to one’s charge, that it will not do to consider the 
scope and tendency of religion, as given to us in the Bible, 
as indicating what is the mind of Christ in reference to the 
support of his church, but that we must, and are bound, as 
advocates of the voluntary principle, to give chapter and 
verse for our advocacy, then I say, that we should be bound 
to do so, most assuredly, if we had innovated upon the prac- 


tice of the apostles [applause]. The party who comes across 
what we regard as our rights—who slips in, after three cen- 


turies of the voluntary proclamation of Divine truth, and 
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party that, after three centuries, comes in with all these 
innovations of proceedings, and of harmonious and suo- 
cessful proceedings, and makes such assumptions, they have 
the onus thrown upon them of showing us the mind of God 
in this matter [“ Hear,” and cheers], When they can di- 
rect us to the credentials of their authority, just in the same 
way as the Levites could direct the Jews to the credentials 
of theirs—when they can give to us all the laws, and regula- 
tions, and things to be believed, and the things to be done, 
down to the minutest pins to be used in the tabernacle 
—when they oan show to us all these particulars detailed 
and laid out by divine authority, so that everything is 
framed after a pattern shown to them upon the mount— 
when, in fact, they can act as the direct, and direotly- 
appointed representatives of God's authority amon 
men, then we shall have something to say to the rele- 
vancy of those Scriptures that have been cited to-night 
[cheers]. Why, it seems to be taken for granted that we 
would cast contempt upon the Judaic neation! 1 
believe that dispensation to have been fra by God. I 
believe that the 2 wiedom, infinite wiedom and love, 
is . in the adaptation of that dispensation to the 
purpose for which it was intended by the Almighty,—to 
prepare a people for the coming of the Messiah. 1 believe 
that the wisdom of that dispensation is best proved in its 
having effected that which God intended it should effeot, 
and in its having been, when that was effectetl, peaceavly 
set aside by a further development of the Christian schem 
just as one rind of the vegetable world is cracked an 
thrown off when the bod thin is filled with fresh sap 
[great applause]. I would not throw contempt upon any 
part of the divine dispensation. I say all of them had a 
purpose, and fulfilled that pu ; but I know not why 
after this we should not be justified in going with the apostle 
of the Gentiles, who, in arguing with the Judaisers of his 
day, was not ashamed, at all events, speaking of the superior 
merits of the Christian over the Judaic scheme, though it 
came from the hand of God—was not ashamed to term it 
“the weak and beggarly elements of the world” [loud 
cheering]. Sir, it is well for us, when we are at school, in 
order that we may write well in after years, to write large 
hand; and he who should contend that in all his after 
manhood, because he wrote large hand at school, he 
must continue to write it still, would be on a par with 
the individual who, when Christianity has discovered to 
us brighter light respecting the Divine mind and the 
ordinations of this Church, would leave'it all, and f° back 
to Judaism ( hear,“ and cheers]. It is evidently dlstinotly 
manifested throughout the whole tenor of the sacred volume 
that the development of the religion that was to save the 
world would be progressive, that it would be adapted to the 
several states of society upon which it was inten to act. 
It was impossible that the mind of God, so far as we can 
conceive, could be revealed in that spiritual fulness which 
we have in Christianity, during the first ages of the world. 
Judaism was absolutely necessary, in order to make way for 
Christianity; and without the illustrations found in Judaism 
of many of the abstruse doctrines which are contained in 
Christianity, and more particularly of those which refer to 
the atonement, it would be impossible for men in this day to 
understand the mind of Christ in his interventions for the 
people, But because God saw it to be absolutely necessary 
thus to interpose in order to develop his will amongst men, 
and he himself has set aside his own institution as burthen- 
some, as cumbrous, and as decaying and waxing old, and 
therefore ready to vanish away—since he has set it aside, 
let us not, at all events, regard ourselves as under the obli- 
gation to go back to it further than to illustrate those truths 
that are taught to us under that better covenant which was 
established with better promises [hear, —— Now, there 
were various passages of Scripture, historical and propheti- 
cal, referred to this evening as illustrating this senti- 
ment—God has once established a church on earth; 
and, since he has established a church on earth, the 
thing cannot be wrong in principle; we have his sanc- 
tion, at all events, for taking those means of extending 
and diffusing his truth amongst the people; we cannot, 
therefore, be said to oppose ourselves to the will of God, 
to his expressed mind, as revealed in Scripture, when we 
act upon the same principle in the present day. Sir, God has 
done, and does, many things that become Him,—the Great 
Sovereign of the universe: whose are all souls, for He made 
them all, and to whom of right belongs all dominion and 
power! God may poy and becomingly do many thin 
in His sphere as the governor of the world, which it is vain 
and impious arrogance in man to imitate [loud applause]. 
God has oftentimes made man the instrument—sometimes 
the blind, sometimes the rational instrument, of effecting 
his own purpose. He has power over all the various ob- 
ents and laws of nature, for the accomplishment of His ends. 
Ie is the arbiter of life and death. He speaks to the whirl- 
wind, and the whirlwind is His messenger to overthrow and 
destroy whole cities. He speaks to the earthquake, and the 
earthquake swallows up men. He speaks to man—some- 
times to man—to the wicked—the wicked are His sword, 
the sword in His hand, and by this means he cuts off thou- 
sands and ten thousands of beings, and consi them to 
everlasting perdition. In judgment He does this. Because 
God has done this in the exercise of his almighty rights 
does it become man to go forth—without His warrant and 
without His authority to go and take away human life by 
the employment of the sword? Are we to understand that, 
whatever God does, there is a principle established that man 
may imitate Him in doing? Why imitate Him unless he 
has a divine warrant and authority from God himself [loud 
cheers]? For myself, instead of = guilty to the 
spirit of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram in their rebel- 
lion, I hold myself most becoming to the Great Sove- 
reign of all, when I will not yield allegiance to another, 
when I hear his voice, when I will not assume autho- 
rity but that which comes directly from himself, and 
when I will not, at all events, seek to * my 
own 2 in order to govern that Church whic 
God himself alone can govern [great applause]. The first 
reference that was made, illustrating the Church and State 
principle, was to the Book of Job, where it is evidently in- 
tended that Job declared if he should have been guilty of 
offering idolatrous worship to the objects of nature before 
him, then the magistrates should punish him, Now, it will 
not be disputed amongst us for a moment, that under the 
Judaical dispensation idolatry was punished with death. 
It comes down to the time of our Lord himself, although 
the power of the sceptre was taken out of the hand of 
Judah; but what are we to infer from this? If it be right 
for us under the present dispensation to imitate that which 
Ged has done under a form of dispensation, for He was 
both the Head of the nation and the Head of the Church 
in the Jewish economy ; if it be right for us to imitate Him 


‘sume to themselves, The temple of the Lord! the temple in respect to the maintenance of the Christian priesthood, 


of the Lord! the temple of the Lord are we!” peak laughter] | 
and the party who interpret all prophetical reference re- 


specting the Christian priesthood aa indicating what will be 


ay should it not be right for us, likewise, to put to death 
ido If Job’ 


Church and State really is the form which is 
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by Christianity in the present day, then let us understand 
it, and take Job’s form, and not the more liberal senti- 
ment of the nineteenth century ea, ogy and cheers]. 
One thing or another. Either let us have Judaism 
with all its power and its privileges, or let us have Chris- 
tianity with all its moral beauty and its freedom Sonar 
There was another reference to Abraham and Melchisedek, 
as illustrating the nature of Church and State. I am sorr 
I cannot exactly see how the gift of Abraham of the tent 
of the spoils he had obtained in war to Melchisedek was an 
a nt in favour of, or a fact foreshadowing, the com- 
po ry principle. If Melchisedek had taken the spoil (loud 
aughter and cheers]—if he had said, Because 1 am, as 
you will perceive, in the mysterious appropriateness of my 
name, both a prince and a priest, because I am both the ser- 
vant of God in respect of temporal and spiritual things, 1 
claim a tenth part of that which belongs to you,” then I 
should have seen some relevancy in the application of chap- 
ter and verse. But it didn’t seem to me, on the whole, that 
the chapter and verse told very favourably for the com- 
pulsory principle, as one sanctioned by God for the support 
of Christianity (hear, hear]. Well, then, we come down to 
C and Artaxerxes, I think it was. Cyrus was specially 
— to, and it was said of him that he was God's ser - 
vant though he did not know him, and that God intended to 
employ him to establish his kingdom and build up his 
church, and so on. Now, let me not throw any imputation 
of lightness or ridicule upon conscientious and sincere ap- 
ape of Scripture; but, at the same time, every one 
ows that there are 
there are impertinent ones [applause]. I mean imperti- 
nent, not in the common ar sense of the term, but 
references to Scripture that re — not affect the ques- 
tion at issue. Now, let us look about this Cyrus—who was 
he ?—and you will find in Ezra, first chapter and second 
verse, Thus saith Cyrus, of Persia, The Lord God 
of heaven hath given me all kingdoms of the earth, and 
he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem 
which is in Judea.” Tes, God had charged Cyrus to build 
the house, just as he may use all the elements of nature for 
effectin purpose. He had laid a command on Cyrus 
to do Him this service, as He had laid on the Israelites the 
command to slay the Canaanites without distinction 
throughout the whole land; and when we are referred to 
this as a sufficient foundation on which many may rest their 
pretensions, we say, Unto the law and the testimony :” 
when did God charge you to intervene between my con- 
science and Him? ere are your credentials for takin 
my goods in support of your 8 [loud cheers} 
Chapter and verse you would want! Show me chapter 
and verse for using my temporal th in support of 
our spiritual things [loud cheers]. en God charged 
yrus, Cyrus did right, of course, to obey. When God 
does not charge Queen Victoria, Queen Victoria has no 
right to enforce [cheers]. Let me see the authority for 
it as plainly as I see the authority of Cyrus, in respect of 
that one particular transaction, or as plainly as I see 
the authority of all the kings of Israel—and who are all, 
by the bye, directly appointed by God himself—let me 
see the authority of Scripture 7 out upon which 
kings» in the present time, base their standing, and then I 
shall submit to them with all cheerfulness; but at present I 
do not see that authority; and however important it may be 
to bring forward chapter and verse in support of this or the 
other theory, I do believe that there is no chapter and verse 
throughout the whole Bible that warrants governors—civil 
222 them to set aside the ordinances of 
hrist for the tenance of His gospel, and to substitute 
their own. I believe the gospel is to be maintained by the 
faith, and love, and hope of its disciples. I do not believe, 
because I see it not pointed out in the Word of God, that 
it is to be maintained and supported by compulsory enact- 
ments [loud cheers]. The reference which was made to the 
* part of the subject, as foreshadowing what would 
the government of Jesus Christ under the present dispen- 
sation, was, that kings should be nursing fathers, and queens 
the nursing mothers of the church. Now, it was asked, and 
asked with an important and solemn tone of voice, what kind 
of nursing the prophet could have meant? I believe there 
are modes in which kings and queens in their official capa- 
city can do far more good than by contravening the plain 
doctrines of the word of God. I believe that by the exem- 
plification of truth in their own conduct—that by mortifying 
themselves, not ostentatiously, but visibly to the world—that 
by being scrupulously just in all their transactions—that by 
paying sincere homage to the laws of Jesus Christ, in all the 
relations which they sustain both to the world and to the 
church—that they would better support the cause of the 
Redeemer—they would be more 1 „ nursing mothers 
and fathers to the church“ than by being worldly charac- 
ters, as almost all of them have been, from the time of Con- 
stantine down to the present day, indulging their own de- 
sires to the fullest extent, whether in accordance with or in 
opposition to the Word of God—and then giving their 
money (not their money, but the money of their peo- 
ple); and giving their inheritance (not out of their 
inheritance, but out of the inheritance of the people), for 
the compulsory support and maintenance of a particular 
order of Christian ministers [applause]. 1 do not believe 
the Word of God, in its prophetical pictures, has the slight- 
est reference to the mode in which Christian ministers 
should be supported. I believe the passage quoted had 
merely reference to the universal triumph of the truth— 
that so entirely would it subdue, that even kings and 
queens, usually “ong furthest from theinfluence of Christian 
truth, should be overcome; and, instead of persecutin 
openly the sons of God, taking counsel against the Lord an 
his Anointed, saying, Let us break their bonds asunder, 
and cast away their cords — instead of doing that, so en- 
tirely should they be subdued, that they should be nursing 
fathers and nursing mothers to the church, to cherish it; 
and, going before it, showing the beauty and consistency of 
the Christian example; and, if there was any truth in the 
word of God, thus must they consider it all beautiful and 
harmonious. I see no contradiction in the principle of jus- 
tice and submission, when God is the head; but I do see 
injustice perpetrated on my conscience when man assumes, 
on some interpretation he gives to divine truth, that au- 
thority which I believe to be due alone to God himself, 


Mr. Bay ec replied; but from the causes previously ex- 
plained, he was imperfectly heard. He complained that, 
during the last thirty-five minutes, his opponent had not 
brought forward a single text of Scripture in support of his 
position. He would not be diverted from his purpose by 
proving whether the Church of England was or was not the 
Church of Christ; but he was ready at any time to meet 
any Dissenter, and bring that question to the test of Scrip- 
ture. He would argue the question whether English Dis- 
sent, or separation from the Church of God, could be justi- 
fied by Scripture. He believed that Dissenters read the 


New Testament almost entirely to the exclusion of the 


Old, and he accused his opponent of having made several 
—— allusions. He defended what he previously 


pertinent references to Scripture, and 


stated about Melchizedek and Cyrus, and contended that 
money for the support of the Mosaical priesthood was to be 
exacted, even from the heathen. The question was not 
whether the Church of England was entitled to tithes 
and taxes, but whether the Word of God warranted 
the union of Church and State. The prophetical 
ae did not foreshadow such a union, but they 
actually declared that the union was in existence even 
in the time of Christ. There was both negative and 
positive evidence in the New Testament in favour of the 
union. With respect to the negative evidence, there was 
nothing said against the connexion between the Church 
and State. There was one, and only one, passage adduced 
against it—namely, ‘‘ My kingdom is not of this world ;”’ 
but when rightly understood, this passage was not opposed 
to his views. The positive evidence began with saying, 
that the kingdom we had now was a Jewish kingdom trans- 
ferred to us—the Jewish Scriptures and the Jewish 
spirituality that enabled them to look forward to the doc- 
trine of the resurrection. He then referred for the positive 
to the 19th of Matthew, and 28th verse, the 13th of Romans 
the 2nd of Peter, and the Ist of Revelations. He denied 
that Christianity had been successful during the first three 
centuries, and said there was not one corruption of faith or 
doctrine, the buddings forth of which we did not find in- 
troduced at that time. The Church of the first three cen- 
turies contained such errors and heresies as were not added 
to any great extent in subsequent ages. He concluded by 
alluding to the opinions of Owen, Howe, and Matthew 
Henry, the last of whom had stated that that man was not 
to be listened to who would tell us that the Church and 
State should be dissevered. He summoned the apostles, 
the prophets, and the spirits of just men made perfect, to 
bear witness that the connexion ought not to be dissevered ; 
aud he denounced the language of those who charged in- 
. and tyranny upon the men who imitated the God of 

eaven. 

A little after ten o’clock, the Doxology was sung, and the 
discussion adjourned to Monday evening, at half-past six 
o’clock. 


SECOND EVENING.—RESUMED DISCUSSION. 

The discussion between Mr. Miall and Mr. Baylee, rela- 
tive to the accordance of State-church Establishments with 
Scripture, was resumed on Monday evening. The discus- 
sion had lost nothing of its interest, and there was a nume- 
rous attendance on the occasion; the Hall being, as on 
Friday evening, completely crowded. 


Mr. CHARLEs ROBERTSON, in opening the proceedings, said it 
would be unnecessary for him to do more than bring before the meet- 
ing the circumstances of the arrangements made by the Committee, 
read at the opening, on Friday 3 and, at the same time, to 
return his thanks, and also those of his fellow- chairman, for the 
gratifying spirit in which they had met those arrangements, and 
the harmony and decorum which had characterized that large meet- 
ing. He then read the arrangements, the only difference being that 
Mr. Fielding Ould had consented to act as moderator for the even- 
ing. He concluded by urging the assembly to act as they had done 
on the former occasion, with good feeling and moderation, and, 
whether what they heard was disagreeable or other wise, it was their 
ee 8 inquirers after truth, to listen to it patiently and dispas- 

onately. 

Mr. POLLock expressed his gratification at the conduct which had 
been exhibited by the gentleman with whom whom he was acting 
in concert (Mr. Robertson); that gentleman could not fail to have 
won the admiration of all who had been present. It was not for 
him to express an opinion of the merits of Mr. Baylee’s performance, 
but he did say that Mr. Miall had set an example, to those who 
thought with him, of forbearance and moderation. The question 
to which the attention of the audience was to be directed, was not 
as to the claims of the Church of England, or the claims of Dissent; 
it was agreed on both sides that the Christian ministry was entitled 
to support—the question was simply this: Should the State be the 

aymaster? The question would affect, not only the Church of 

zugland in this country, the Presbyterian Church on the other side 
of the Tweed, and the Church of Rome} in Roman Catholic coun- 
tries; and if another Oliver Cromwell were to arise, it might soon 
affect aome of the communicants of Nonconformity. He trusted the 
effect of the discussion would be to soften the asperities which ex- 
isted between the various sects of Christians; and, in conclusion, 
called on 

Mr. BaxLxE, who offered up an appropriate prayer. 


Mr. MIALL was received with the loudest applause on rising 
to resume the discussion. He said:—Ladies and Gentlemen, it 
may, perhaps, be for the convenience of all present that 1 give, 
before I further enter on the subject under discussion, a brief 
recapitulation of my impressions, for I will not pretend to more, of 
the arguments that were employed on a former evening. It was 
contended, and, I believe it was allowed, that voluntary effort for 
the maintenance and extension of Christian institutions is per- 
mitted by the gospel, and is perfectly in accordance with the re- 
vealed mind and will of the Master of Israel—that voluntary effort 
not only may be resorted to, but ought to be resorted to by all 
those who are deeply and sincerely impressed with the obligation 
under which they are laid by the manifestations of the love of God 
in Jesus Christ to a perishing world. It was allowed, I believe, 


that the exercise of voluntary effort, in behalf of the maintenance 
of Christian truth, is expressly commanded and contended for, 
especially in that precept of the apostle, That they who are taught 
should communicate in ail good things to them that teach.“ It 
was argued, but not allowed, that the compulsory system, for the 
support of Christian ordinances, is entirely opposed to the genius 


and scope of the gospel of our Redeemer; and that it involves in 


itself many consequences which are unreasonable and absurd. To 
this argument, the reply made was, in substance, according to in 
recollection, as fullows:—A complaint was preferred that a more 
frequent reference to the words of Scripture—to the chapter and 
verse of Scripture—had not been resorted to. It was con- 
tended that God had sanctioned already a compulsory sys- 
tem, both under the Patriarchal and Mosaic dispensation ; and 
instances of his having done so were produced, such as are ex- 
pressly found in the book of Job, the case of Melchisedek, and that 
of Cyrus in the rebuilding of the temple, and others, The general 
tenor of reply to this argument was, that inasmuch as the compul- 
sory system under Christianity was an innovation on the practices 
of the Christian church during the first three centuries, since it was 
an invasion of spiritual liberties and privileges of those who claimed 
to be the sons of God by faith in Christ, the onus of Scriptural 
proof lay on those who wok on them the assumption of haud ing 
over the maintenance of religion to the secular powers. It was 
further contended, that God might do many things in exercise of 
His sovereignty, which it would be perfectly impious and arrogant 
on the part of man to imitate—that, in fact, He had, under the Mo- 
saic dispensation, inflicted by the hand of the magistrate death on 
the idolater; but that no one, in consequence of his having done so, 
would claim the right of extirpating heresy by bodily torture and 
death. The reply generally was, that the New Testament and the 
Old Testament were not only intimately connected one with another, 
but that they are identical—that the Old Testament is a complete 
euibodiment of Divine truth—and, consequently, that whatever 
principles we find received or kept up in the Old Testament dispen- 
sation, are as binding on the church now as they were binding on 
the church under that dispensation, Here 1 think it will be 
necessary to resume the argument. I wish to do so, distinctly 
utting before you the course which I intend to follow. 1 am 
lly aware that I shall lay myself open to perhaps a disadvan- 
tageous kind of taunt when I state, I think it perfectly inconveni- 
ent, and not conducive to any sound conclusion, that we should be 
combating doctrines, or specific references to scriptures, when we 
have not yet agreed on the principle—the common principle—of 
interpretation which we shall apply to these individual passages, 
For my own I admire a correct reference to chapter and verse; 
but I do believe that there may be references both to chapter and 
verse, and that without ceasing, and yet no single scriptural argu- 


to which their premises would conduct them. 


ment can be brought forward in support of that point of the ques- 
tion which may appent to be at issue. 1 deem it better on all hands 
—likely to save time, and certainly to promote our clearer appre- 
hension of the questiou under discussion—that we should first ‘of 
all ascertain in what respects the Old Testament and the New Tes- 
tament are to be considered as identical, and how far the Old Tes. 
tamentauthority may be brought forward in support of the mode to be 
adopted for the maintenance of the Christian church in this and in 
future days. I believe, and I wish it to be understood here, that if 
I fall short in my taith in this point the general body of Dissenters 
ought not to be taxed with my want of faith. I simply speak m 
own conviction, and alone am responsible for the opinions 
utter. I certainly shall not think of charging on the members 
of the Church of England the responsibility of any opinion 
or argument that may be brought forward in this discussion 
by my opponent. If there be any evils or disadvan in the 
statement I am about to make, 1 hope it may be attributed to 
me alone—to the unworthiness of the advocate, and not to the gene- 
ral body with which I happen to be associated [cheers]. I believe, 
then, in the identity of the Old and New Testaments; I eve it 
to be one development of the mind of God; 1 believe the same sub- 
stantial truths which are to be found in one may be discovered in 
the other—that those doctrines which we now take home to our 
hearts for our only stay and support were the stay an support, 
substantially, to the Israelites of old, and those who lived under the 
patriarchal dispensation. I believe, in short, that they are dif- 
ferent ministrations of the same spirit [hear] — that these two 
Testaments are but different embodiments of one life. Just as the 
grub and butterfly embody the same essential principles of life, 
oe organization is altogether characteristic and distinct 
—so 1 eve that the old and Mosaic dispensation and the new 
dispensation under the reign of the Redeemer are essentially the 
same. They consist of the same substantial elements and truths 
which were intended to be conveyed to us—the depravity of human 
nature, the necessity of mediatorial sacrifice and intercession, the 
need in which we stand of internal cleansing, the communion of 
saints, or, as the apostle beautifully * it, „the common- 
wealth of Israel,” and the @eaven and glory to which all who are 
glorified and sanctifiedare permitted to live forever. These substan- 
tial doctrines I believe to have been revealed by God to the children of 
men through the medium of both dispensations. This constitutes, 
not only the vital connexion between the two, but establishes their 
identity. But, beyond this, I would contend that the Old Testa- 
ment and the New Testament are not at one. They are not iden- 
tical as to the forms in which they present divine truth to the con- 
templation of the mind (applause), The one held up that truth to 
observation and to faith in 
in pre-figurative and scenis representations. The other holds up 
that truth to man in all future ages, in historical facts, in the doc- 
trines supernaturally discovered and founded on these facts, and in 
the practical deductions that have been interred from both. Conse. 
uently, so far as the truth itself is concerned, the systems are iden- 
tical; so far as the form in which truth has been presented to the 
human mind is concerned, the first system being old and ready to 
perish, has been supplanted by the new; because the anti-type 
succeeded to the type, and the substance tee away the shadow, 
Now, I admit, then, the authority of the Old Testament in respect 
to all the essential truths of the gospel—I admit that it presents 
to us a beautiful and striking illustration of that truth; but I 
do not admit it to be, or that necessarily it is, an authority to 
determine the mode in which Divine truth shall be presented 
to the world. On the contrary, I think the outward wrappings 
which God saw fit, in accommodation to the weakness and in- 
firmity of the .world, at that time to put round the glorious 
truths of his blessed gospel,—I believe those to have been utterly 
set aside by those more brilliant discoveries through Jesus Christ ; 
and, consequently, the whole frame-work which thus embodied 
tian truth has been substituted by a free law, or,as James x: 
presses it, “a perfect law of liberty” [applause]. Now, the ques- 
tion will arise, whether there was anything in the form of truth— 
the form which was adopted under the old dispensation—and 
which I believe to have been, not only wisely, but graciously 
adopted by our Father in heaven,—whether anything in that form 
of truth inseparably connected with the compulsory system, render- 
ing it necessary, giving to it something like significancy and power, 
and, being removed, showing that under the present system the 
compulsory means of supporting the ordinances of religion are alto- 
gether at variance with the spirit of the Gospel. I would just invite 
your attention to the nature of the Mosaic dispensation, before I 
proceed to any specific references to chapter and verse. 1 would 
firat endeavour to impress on your minds that compulsion seems to 
me to be an essential part of that dispensation with which it was 
connected, and with which we found it to be associated. The 
religion of the Jews was entirely prospective. All its rites and 
all its various services were significant of something to come: 
the believers of that day were looking forward to those pro- 
mises which would not be eventually realized to the world 
until the appearance, death, and resurrection of our Divine 
Master. There was, * a prospective gignificancy 
in every emblem employed. Every type had its anti-type—every 
symbol had a special meaning—a meaning that could not to the 
full extent be understood by the worshipper under the old dispen- 
sation. It was necessary, therefore, that every detail of that dispen- 
sation should be guarded by the most stringent regulations, in order 
to prevent anything like the interruptions of dissent. No liberty 
could have been allowed under a dispeusation which looked forward 
to a pre-shadowed system of Christian facts and truths. The 
whole thing would have been divested of its pretensions if indivi- 
dual freedom had so stepped in as to alter the manifest arrange- 
ments of the Divine word, or in any way have deviated from the strict 
regulations he had laid down with regard to the celebration of his 
worship on earth. This was an end that the civil magistrate di- 
rectly og tapers by God himself could secure—he could secure 
so far as his action was permitted to interfere between God and the 
worshipper. He could secure the perfect conformity of every indi- 
vidual to ritualism, and ceremonies applied by the Most High, 
and he was commanded to secure this, and here, if 1 mistake not, 
lies the whole secret of the question at issue. God in his infinite 
mercy had applied the action of the magisterial power, to secure 
that not a single pin of the tabernacle should be removed—that 
nota single emblem, significant of future conduct, should be al- 
tered—that everything should be conducted according to the pat- 
tern shown to Moses on the Mount, and all deviations from it should 
be punished by the magistrate, by temporal punishment. You will 
perceive that so far as the action of the magistrate is concerned 
in these instances, the union of Church and State went to the 
securing of national conformity—the very point on which my op- 
ponent would disclaim the authority of the Mosaic dispensation 
(hear). 1 rather think he would glory in the toleration of the 
most tolerant church in Christendom, I fancy he would maintain 
it to be an exhibition of Christian virtue in that church to per- 
mit the exhibition of ditferences of opinion and practice in other 
sects of the community. I say, if he really believes that that which 
has been sanctioned by Divine authority, under the first dispen- 
sation, imposes on us something like an obligation to recognize its 
wisdom and adaptation in the present dispensation—then I wonder 
he excludes, and boasts of the exclusion, of magisterial power and 
authority, just in that very point in which magisterial power and 
authority was introduced under the old Mosaic system applause}. 
I maintain that, under the Mosaic dispensation, there was no tole. 
ration act, and could not be. 1 maintain that all dissenters were 
then punished with death, and appropriately so punished. I main- 
tain that if the principle advanced on the present discussion be 
sound, then it ought to be carried out in practice; or if we have an 
establishment formed ov the principle embodied in the Mosaic dis- 
pensation, then that establishment ought to goto the full length it 
did go under Whitgift aud Parker hear]. I think that, at all 
events, in order that gentlemen may be consistent with themselves, 
they ought not to shrink from the comparatively illiberal conclusions 
: a : This is the whole 
yist of the interference of magistrates under the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion; aud if the magistrate did ,interfere to prevent any noncon- 
formity throughout the land of Judea, he never did interfere in 
order to procure the pecuniary support of the priesthood. I will 
not, indeed, affirm that God did not lay his people, in that age, 
under an obligation to give tithes to the Levites, who not receiving 
the landed inheritance which was allotted to their brethren, and 
being, as it were, public functionaries, not sacred merely, but poli- 
tical and civil, were sustained by the tithes presented to them under 
the express command of God. But I do say, that the priesthood 
generally were supported by offerings—whicn could not, in their 
very nature, have been compulsory—thus levied. Those who were 
attending to the service of God, to administer about the altar, as the 
apostle of the Gentiles expressed it, they partook with the altar.” 
Thus sacrifices were made over to those engaged in the priestly 
ministration, The first-fruita of the earth, the offerings of good- 
will and of love 40 God, presented in conformity with his Divine 
requisition, were shared between the altar and the priest; and, what- 
ever may have been the special and peculiar arrangement by which 
the Levites subsisted, 1 maintain it cannot be shown, throughout 
the whole Word of God, that the power of the magistrate was ever 
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called in, in order to enſorce that ordinance 2 recusant people 
japplause). There were, in the days of the old dispensation, eccle- 
astical recusants, as there are in these days—there were people who 
refused to pay tithes, and who, consequently, defrauded God under 
that dispensation, of that which was due. But what was the code 
of punishment with which they were threatened? We know what 
it would be under the present system [hear)—we are perfectly well 
aware of the kind of means that would be hurled at the devoted 
head of him who should plead a conscientious objection to subscribe 
to the expenses of the present Establishment, whether in England 
or Scotland. The soldier or the policeman would be employed to 
levy a distraint upon the recusant’s gooda—the temporal law would 
be brought into requisition—magisterial action would be put into 
instant and prompt operation; and we might hear something, 
it is true, respecting divine threatenings, but the louder noise 
would be made by the execution of the penal law [applause]. Now 
let us see how God treated these cases under the old dispensation. 
During the time of the rebuilding of the temple, when the temple 
of God was going into disrepair, the word of Haggai, the prophet— 
„Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Consider your waye. Go up to the 
mountain and bring wood, and build the house, and I will take 
pleasure in it; and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.” And if 
they refused to do this (it is intimated in a previous verse that they 
hed refused), he said, I looked for much (here is the 1 
allotted), and, lo! it came to little; and when ye brought it home, 
I did blew upon it I did blow upon it,“ not the magistrate. “Why! 
saith the Lord of hosts; because of mine house that is waste, and you 
ran every man intohis own house, therefore (therefore) the heaven over 
u is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit.“ This 
Ie the kind of discipline with which God threatened his ancient 
people, unless they brought those offerings which he had bound 
upon them, in order to the rebuilding of the temple. We have 
another instance of this in the 3rd chapter of Malachi, and 8th 
verse: —“ Will a man rob God? yet you robbed me. But ye say, 
Wherein have we robbed thee ! in tithes and offerings.” The cha 
is frequently preferred now. Would that the punishment which is 
here threatened were the only one that is adhered to“ Le are cursed 
with acurse, for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye 
all the tithes into the store-house, that there may be meat in N 
house; and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if 
will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough to receive it; and I will rebuke 
the devourer for your sake, and he shall not destroy the fruits of 
the ground, neither shall your vine cast her fruit before her time in 
the fields, saith the Lord of Hosts.” Now, it occurs to every 
thoughtful reader of the word of God to ask, How are we to account 
for ane Divine threatenings against those who refused to brin 
their tithes into the temple of God, if there had been an active an 
intelligent magistracy under the law of God to enforce those offer- 
ings ?(hear, and applause.) We know very well that, under the 
present arrangement of Church and State, the powers of law are at 
all times perfectly sufficient to overtake any offender. We need 
not these threatenings from Heaven; we need not curses pro- 
nounced upon us from the mouth of the Most High. We are not— 
upon the hypothesis that tithes are due unto the ministry in the 
present case—we are not; merely robbing God, but are disobedient to 
the requisitions of the State; and the State will consequently interfere 
te vindicate itself, and to retain— to take hold of that property which 
would otherwise have been refused. Besides, who does not re- 
member, when our Lord would point out to us the character and 
practice of a self-complacent Pharisee, he makes him boast that he 
paid “ tithe of mint, anise, and cummin ”—paid tithes of all he pos- 
sessed? Now, I know not whether the most self-righteous spirit in 
England would be inclined to boast, as indicative of his obedience 
to the Most High, that he regularly paid his church-rates ? [laughter 
and applause.] When there is the law to inflict the penalty, it surely 
can be no great virtue on the part of the individual who obeys the 
law, in order that he may escape from the penalty affixed thereto. 
The whole tendency, then, of the argument goes to prove these two 
points—that the union of Church and State in Judea, and under 
the old dispensation, and the authority of God, was exhibited in 
just that very aspect which good Churchmen in the present day re- 
pudiate as unchristian intolerance, and was not exhibited in that 
aspect under which they would claim a legal maintenance for the 
ministration of the gospel [loud applause}. I will go on now to 
proofs of a little more positive kind. A complaint was preferred 
against me, during our last discussion, of not giving chapter and 
verse. I trust I shall be able this evening, at all events, to give 
chapter and verse sufficient for the most enlarged and vigorous ap- 
tite [loud applause]. I contend from the representations of 
Beripture —I contend that all the expenses of divine worship, 
those which respected the maintenance and support of the edifice 
of God, as well as the services which were carried on within that 
edifice, were maintained entirely by the voluntary principle, and 
that we have some of the most extraordinary exhibitions of the 
voluntary principle under the Old Testament dispensation. If ever 
there was an excuse for the interposition of the magisterial power, 
in order to the pecuniary maintenance of the institutions of God’s 
worship, that excuse would certainly have been furnished to the 
rulers of the people when the children of Israel were travelling from 
Egypt to Canaan, through the waste and howling wilderness. God 
gave directions for the setting-up of his tabernacle there; he fur- 
nished the plan upon which it was to be raised; he himself gave 
command in reference to the mode in which the expenses should 
be collected. In Exodus xxv. 1, 2, we find these worde, —“ And the 
Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, 
that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly, 
with his heart, ye shall take my offering [loud applause). In the 
36th chapter of the same book, verses 2 and 3, And Moses called 
Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise-hearted man in whose heart 
the Lord had put wisdom, even every one whose heart stirred 
him up to come unto the work and do it. And they received 
of Moses all the offering which the children of Israel had 
brought for the work of the service of the sanctuary, to make 


it withal. And they brought yet unto him free offerings every 


morning“ [applause]. Now, it might be supposed that the chil- 
dren of Israel, oppressed and persecuted as they had been by the 
Egyptians, would be unable to give a sufficient display—at all events, 
in the wilderness—of the power of the voluntary principle, for the 
sustentation of Divine ordinances. But let us attend to the history. 
The sixth chapter and seventh verse goes on, And Moses gave com- 
mandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the 
camp, saying, Let neither man nor woman make any more work for 
the offering of the sanctuary. So the people were restrained from 
bringing. For the stuff they had was sufficient for all the work to 
make it, and too much” ‘[applause]. Now, I believe this was the 
first instance in which God had called upon his people Israel to con- 
tribute to the maintenance of public worship among them by their 
substance. We have another very striking instance of the same 
voluntary principle upon an extraordinary emergency, namely, the 
building of the temple. After the land was at rest, after the people 
were possessed of the promised inheritance, and David had been set 
over them as king, we find him cherishing in his heart the pious 
and magnificent project of building a house that should be worthy 
of the worship of the Supreme God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 
of Jacob. We shall see now in what light he himself considered 
God would be honoured by the mode he should adopt. In the 
29th chapter of the lst book of Chronicles, 2nd and 3rd verses, we 
shall find him thus communing with himself, Now I have pre- 
pared with all my might for the house of my God, the gold for 
things to be made of gold, and the silver for things of silver, and 
the brass for things of brass, the iron for things of iron, and 
wood for things of wood; onyx stones and stones to be s 
glistering stones and of divers colours, and all manner of pre- 
cious stones and marble stones in abundance. Moreover, be- 
cause I have set my affection to the house of my God, 1 
haveof mine own proper good, of gold and silver, which I 
have given to the house of my God, over and above all that 
1 have prepared for the holy house.” We come down, then, 
to the repairing of the same edifice, in the reign of King Josiah; 
you will remember that Josiah followed a succession of kings who 
had sunk into the grossest degeneracy, and who had dragged down 
the children of Judah and Israel with them to the same degenerate 
level. In those days we must suppose that piety was at alow ebb; 
and that, consequently, if ever the voluntary principle might be 
expected to fail, if ever it should be wanting in power to elicit 
those expressions of gratitude and of love to God, which would 
issue in substantial acts of beneficence and zeal, it might 
have been at that time; and yet, in the 24th chapter of 
the 2nd book of Chronicles, we find even Josiah resorting to 
exactly the same principle. In the Sth verse, and reading 
On, it goes, And he gathered together the priests and the 
Levites, and said to them, Go out into the cities of Judah, and 
gather of all Israel money to repair the house of your God from year 
to year, and see that ye e the matter. Howbeit, the Levites 
‘astened it not. And the King called for Jehoiadah the chief, and 
said unto him, Why hast thou not required of the Levites to bring 
in out of Judah and out of Jerusalem the collection, according to 
the commandment of Moses the servant of the Lord, and of the con- 
Fregation of Israel, for the tabernacle of witness, &c. And at the 
ing’s commandment they made a chest, and set it without at 


the gate of the house of the Lord, and they made a pres 


clamation through Judah and Jerusalem, to bring in to the 

the collection that Moses, the servant of God, laid upon Israel in 
the wilderness.” Laid is supplied in italics, wanting in the origi- 
nal. And all the princes and all the people rejoiced, and brought 
in and cast into the chest, until they had. made an end. Now it 
came to pass, that at what time the chest} was brought into the 
king’s office by the hand of the Levites, and when they saw that 
there was much money, the king’s scribe and the high priest's 
officer came in and emptied the chest and took it, and carried it to 
his place again. Thus they did day by day, and gathered money in 
abundance” [applause]. There is only one other case to which I 
shall refer. It has already been referred to, but there are certain 
expressions, which I would desire you to notice, 7th chapter of 
Ezra, from the 13th to the 16th verse. Now I think 1 have 
offered, at all events, Mie! strong evidence to show, first of all that 
the coercive power of the magistrate was employed under the 
Mosaic dispensation to enforce conformity to the established wor- 
ship—a principle which is now repudiated—and that it was not 
called in to provide pecuniary support for the priesthood ; but that 
all the records which are contained in the Old Testament respecting 
the maintenance of the house and of the service of God, strongly 
prove to us that the voluntary principle was adopted even under 
that dispensation ; and that when God had thus enjoined upon the 
people the bringing in of tithes for the support of the Levites, or 
the offering of sacrifices or first-fruits upon the altar of the temple, 
that recusancy in thie case provoked not upon the offender the in- 
fiction of magisterial punishment, but of Divine judgment. In 
one word, that the Church was only assisted by the State, in order to 
the suppression of all dissent and heresy (loud applause), I find that 
I have already taken up more time than 1 intended with the argu- 
ment I have now produced. 1 intend to travel to the New Testa- 
ment, and may yet have time. At all events, I will avail myself— 
{the Chairman: You shall have more time, and we will make a 
similar allowance to Mr. Baylee)—I will not detain you long; but 
I have one or two extracts to read, which possibly might not read 
so well if broke offin the midst. A pas has already been re- 
ferred to, the 18th chapter of the Gospel of St. John, from the 33rd 
to the 37th verse. The passage is one that is familiar to every one 
conversant at all events with such controversy as the present. 
Jesus, you will remember, was brought before Pilate, on an accusa- 
tion of treason. He had already been condemned by the Jewish 
Sanhedrim, the council of ecclesiastics, for having been guilty of 
blasphemy. But they had not the power to put Jesus to death, and 
it was necessary—it seemed to be nec to them—that they 
should be able to persuade the Gentile officer, Pilate, the ruler, 
that Jesus was conspiring against the authority of Cesar, in order 
to provoke him to pass sentence against him of capital punishment. 
It is touching these charges of treason, that Jesus is examined of 
Pilate. [Mr. Miall read the passage.] The kingship of Christ, 
then, is beautifully defined here as having reference especially to the 
dominion of truth. It is the reign of truth that he comes into 
the world to establish, not a temporal reign—not the reign of a mere 
temporal monarch on behalf of truth; but the reign of truth in the 
hearts of men, and in this consists the essence of his kingdom. 
But, inasmuch as my exposition of this passage may be regarded 
possibly with some suspicion, I have armed myself with an autho- 
rity on this point which I think will, at all events, be recognized as 


respectable, although it would not be deemed as entirely satisfac- | 


tory by those who adhere to the Church of England. 
in my hand the treatise of the Archbishop Whately [loud 
applause} as to the kingdom of Christ. On our Lord's 
own account of his person, and of the nature of his king- 
dom, and on the constitution, powers, and ministry of a 
Christian Church as appointed by himself.“ I will take the liberty 
of reading one or two extracts from it:“ Much ingenuity has been 
expended—I must needs say has been wasted—in — out from 
our Lord's expressions before Pilate every sense that his words can 
be found capable of bearing; while a man of little or no ingenuity, 
but of plain good sense and mg of purpose, seeking in sim- 
plicity to learn what Jesus really did mean, can hardly, I should 
think, fail of that meaning, if he does but keep in mind the occasion 
on which He was speaking, and the sense in which he must have 
known that his language would be understood. The occasion on 
which he spoke was on his trial before a Roman governor for 
treason—for a design to subvert, or in some way interfere with the 
established Government. To this charge it is plain Pilate 
understood him to plead not guilty, and gave credit to his 
plea. Pilate, therefore, must have taken the declaration that 
Christ’s ‘kingdom is not of this world’ as amounting to a 
renunciation of all secular coercion, all forcible measures in behalf 
of his religion. And we cannot, without imputing to our blessed 
Lord a fraudulent evasion, suppose him to have really meant any- 
thing different from the sense which he knew his words con- 
veyed, Such is the conclusion which I cannot but think any man 
must come to, who is not seeking, as in the interpretation of an 
act of Parliament, for any sense most to his own purpose, that 
the words can be made to bear, however remote that may be from 
the known design of the Legislator; but who, with reverential 
love, is seeking, with simplicity and in earnest, to learn what is 
the description that Christ gave of his kingdom.“ Then he goes 


I hold 


on :—“ For instance, I have heard it suid that our Lord's deserip- 


tion of his kingdom as ‘not of this world,’ meant merely that 
He claimed to possess a spiritual dominion (as, undoubtedly, 
he did, over the souls of men, and to be the distributor of the 
rewards and judgments of the other world. And such certainly 
is his claim; but the essential point, with a view to the trial then 
going on, was, that this was his only claim. He did not merely 
claim epiritual dominion, but he also renounced temporal. He de- 
clared, not merely that his kingdom is of the next world, but that it 
is not of this world.” In another passage he says :—‘ 1 have heard 
it said by some other expounders, he did not mean to disclaim all 
temporal dominion for himself personally, and at that time; but that 
hereafter, when ‘ the kingdoms of this world should become king- 
doms of the Lord,’ and when kings should become ‘ nursing fathers’ 
of his church—when the church should be in its ‘ complete develop- 
ment,’ by being perfectly identified with the State,” then all those 
Christians who should lees obtained power should exercise that 
power in 83 the profession of his Gospel. and in putting 
down idolatry, infidelity, heresy, dissent, and all false religion. In 
short, at the time when Christ stood before Pilate, his kingdom was 
not of this world, because (I am citing the words of one of the most 
celebrated ancient divines)—“ Be wise now, therefore, O ye kings; 
be learned, ye that are judges of the earth; serve the Lord with 
fear. ‘The rulers of the earth,“ he adds, “were at that time opposed 
to the Gospel.” “ Rut such absurdities as would, in any other subject, 
revolt every man of common sense, are sometimes tolerated in the im- 
terpretations of Scripture that are framed in order to set Vea purpose.” 
One or two more extracts, and | think we may dismiss this part of 
the subject. He is talking of non-interference; as in an agricultu- 
ral or an antiquarian society, the members may be religious men, 
but, in connexion with the society, would not endeavour to enforce 
— particular religion: —“ Now this is just the non-interference in 
political affairs which Christand his apostles expressed, and taught, 
and carried into practice, in respect of the religion of the Gospel. 
As the Apostle Peter converted to the faith Cornelius the Centurion, 
so likewise Paul, who avowed his practice of ‘ witnessing both to 
gress and small,’ converted Sergius Paulus, the Koman governor at 

aphos, and Dionysius the Areopagite, a judge of the highest court 
at Athens; and expressed his ardent wish to convert King Agrippa, 
and also all‘ who heard him that day.’ Yet neither Peter nor Paul 
ever thought of desiring the centurion, the governor, the judge, and 
the king, to lay down their offices and to renounce all concern 
with secular business; nor did they ever dream that their holding 
such offices when Christians, would make Christ’s a kingdom of 
this world, ‘They wished, and they openly endeavoured to make 
the kingdoms of this world the kingdoms of the Lord, and kings 
the nursing fathers of the Church, in the sense of making the indi- 
viduals of every nation members of Christ; of inducing kings and 
magistrates, and subjects too, to abstain from persecuting Chris- 
tians, and to become Christians, and to act so as to induce others 
to follow their example. And above all (he says), in proportion 
as any man has a right understanding of the Gospel, and a 
deep veneration for his great Master, and an earnest desire 
to tread in his steps, and a full confidence in his promises, in the 
same degree will he perceive that the employment of secular coer- 
cion in the cause of the gospel is at variance with the true spirit of 
the gospel, aud that Christ’s declarations are to be interpreted as 
he himself knows them to be understood then, and are to be the 
guide of his followers now. And, finally, such a man will be con- 
vinced that it implies a sinful distrust—a want of faith in Christ's 
wisdom, and goodness, and power—to call in the aid of the arm of 
flesh, of military or civil force, in the cause of Him who declared 
that he could have called in the aid of more than twelve legions of 
angels, and who, when all power was given unto him in heaven and 
in earth, sent forth his disciples not to subjugate or to coerce, but 
to ‘teach all nations,’ and sent them forth ‘as sheep amongst 
wolves,’ forewarned of persecutions, and instructed to bless them 
that cursed them, to return for evil, and to ‘endure all things, 
hope all things, believe all things,’ for which He, their Master, bad 
prepared them—to believe alt that he had taught, to hope all that 


— 1 
he had promised, and to endure and do — . 
Mr. Miall retired amid loud applause. all that he had command 


Mr. J. Bautz then came forward, and was received by his 
friends with loud cheers, accompanied with the Kentish fre.“ 
He said he had always considered it the duty of pleaders in any case 
to keep to the subject before them, and he was sorry to say the 
principle had not been adhered to by his opponent. Londoa had 
sent to Liverpool a deputation to speak on the leading principles 
of the Church of England, aud he hoped London would not refuse 
to receive from Liverpool a deputation in return. He then read a 
letter to the effect that he (Mr. Baylee) is ready to meet any one 
in London brought forward by the association there, and discuss 
the following questions: —“ Ist. Whether the English Dissenters 
were justified by the word of God in their separation from the 
Church of England.“ —“ 2nd. Can any body of English Dissenters 
prove the foundation of government and discipline as in accord- 
ance with the word of God,” —“ 3rd. Is the Endowment of the Church 
by the State sanctioned by the word of God.“ —“ 4th, Has the 
Church of England Scriptural claims to such Endowment ?”—It 
had been stated at the last meeting that he (Mr. Baylee) affirmed 
that Dissenters were excluded from Heaven. He denied it alto- 


gether, and his belief was that salvation alone depended on holding 
the faith of Christ. The question was not whether the Dissenters 
were Christiane—whether the Church of England be right—but 
whether the word of God supports endowments, He had said the 
Dissenters did not study the Old Testament—and he could with 
confidence reiterate the same on that occasion after what had fallen 


from his friend who had just sat down. The of his 
speech referred to Voluntary religion, but the real question at issue 
had not been touched [hear]. As to what had been said with respect 


to the temple and syn e, there was no reference to the syna- 
gogue that evening ; and it should be understood, that in connexion 
with that part of the subject, the ee of religion by the State 
was not a Mosaic ordinance alone. It was founded before the Mo- 
saic dispensation, and existed after that dispensation had been by 
violence suppressed. He felt that, by drawing attention to the Old 
Testament, his Dissenting brethren would be drawn back with a 
power, he hoped, to its consideration. That dispensation presented 
a complete system of principles, wrapped in ceremonies, which 
must commend themselves to their consciences. He had stated, on 
a former evening, that the Old Testament was not studied by Die- 
senters; and he thought he had a better reason for saying so that 
evening. It was strange that the voluntary system, in capper 
of tithes, was referred to at a time when the magistrate had no 
power to enforce the tithes. In the time of H and Malachi, 
there was no power of the magistrates to compel payment of tithes, 
and the whole thing was irrelevant tothe question. What he (Mr. 
Baylee) had said about the Old Testament and the New was not con- 
sidered worthy of attention, and 14 it was unans wer- 
4 He — — Mr. Mlall 3 Re gps 7 from the tide or os 
estament, that the synagogue passed away—he could not do 
80, for as the truth 4 4 concerned, and as to the union between the 
Church and State, the systems of the Old and New Testament were 
identical. He denied that the outward covering of the syn ue 
had been laid aside, and called for proof that it had been, and at 
belonged to the prospective connexion of every emblem was 
irrelevant to the question. The temple ceremonials were weak and 
garly elements which were to pass away ; and as to what had been 
said by Archbishop Whately, referred to by Mr. Miall—“ We 
Churchmen,” said he, think better about him.“ The Churchmen 
were not Whatelyites, and they refused to be called by the honoured 
name of the man; and they would not be called by the honoured 
name of the man who, though high in rank in the Church, failed to 
support God's truth (hear, hear]. They were not Wesleyans, nor 
Baptists, nor Congregationalists, and they knew no rule of faith 
but the Bible, nor were they bound to go the whole length with the 
Mosaic dispensation. They had no—they needed no toleration; for 
our blessed Saviour’s words supplied them with an answer: he said 
that religion was not to be supported by fighting against the State 
(applause). As he had stated before, the disciples of Christ would 
not take up their weapons of war against the magistrates, and would 
pro te the gospel by the sword Thear, hear. Although, admit- 
ting the necessity of tithes and church-rates, and that the people 
were bonnd to contribute for the support of a State-church, he (Mr. 
Baylee) would not oppose any party, but would admit of toleration 
to all. Even under the Mosaic dispensation there was a toleration 
act, and the heathen was not compelled to belong to the religion of 
the State: that was a toleration act, and he held that they were, by 
the principles of the Old Testament, to maintain the fullest tolera- 
tion for the pu: poses of religion. He remembered the time in his 
own land, many years ago, when many parties refused to support 
the Church and its local rates, and when it was a matter 
of life and death with others who tried to pay their tithes. 
With respect to the building of the temple, all that part of the argu- 


ment relating to it he freely gave up: it had merely reference to 


the temple, and the building of — and, as such, might be safely, 


let alone. They were told that Dav 
did he get it? (cheers)—where did the poor shephe 
got it out of the taxes of his kingdom [loud cheers]. It was his 
own—God gave him the power to collect the tax. It was not the 
sheep or his fleece that paid for it [cheers]. Christ had said, My 
kingdom is not of this world,” and the kingdom of God was referred 
to in the Mosaic dispensation, as an external form of government, 
or the dominion of grace in the heart. Christ also said, The 
kingdom of God is within you;“ and there was a reign of grace 
which no act of Parliament could interfere with. That was some- 
thing that could never be supplied by compulsion ; and what they 
were required to do was to go forth simply to preach the gospel to 
every creature, and give salvation to every one that believed. Was thut 
the only meaning! When he went to college, they learned an argu- 
ment entitled the suppressio veri, and his opponent had been guilty 
of something very similar, by bringing forward passages, as he had 
done, to show that God had only one kingdom. The 2nd chapter 
of Daniel, and the 44th and 45th versee, referred to God's kingdom, 
In the days of these kings,” &c. Also, in the 4th chapter of the 
second epistle to Timothy, the kingdom was referred to; and, in 
the 3rd chapter of the Revelations, and the 21st verse, ‘To him that 
overcometh,” &c., where the Saviour is now, at his Father's throne, 
my dissenting fellow-Christians. The reverend geutleman then 
went on to remind his hearers that the struggle for the separation 
of the power of the Church was the struggle of Popery for ayes; 
and the Jewish temple, as a type of the Christian Church, had 
been like the apie ge errors of Romanism in bringing in 
the sacrifice of the mass. ith reference to the Old Testament 
argument for state endowments, he did not say they were bound 
to take it now because it was in existence then, but merely to show 
the connexion; the element of tyranny belonging to it had been 
given up, and he hoped in that respect that some progress had 
been made towards a better system (hear, hear]. He had listened 


get it? He 


with attention to hear what answer would be given to the argument: 


e tithes; and Archbishop Whately’s authority had been 
brought forwaed, which they rejected. Dr. Gill, a Baptist, and 
Matthew Henry, a Nonconformist,—were they of any authority 
among Dissenters 1—they had said that Ezekiel’s predictions re- 
ferred to the Gentile times, and he agreed with them, ‘They related 
to times coming upon us, when the Lord should destroy with fire ; 
and would not bear the construction which had been put upon 
them. He had always thought it was a good argument: if there 
were a million of money sent to people starving with famine, and 
if there was to be an act of Parliament to support uch bodies of 
people, there was an equally d reason why, if the souls 
of men were perishing, they should not be taken care of 
(hear, hear]. It was thought no harm to compel unwill- 
ing landlords to support their famishing. tenants; and, on 
the same principle, it was the duty of the State to take the same 
care of their more important, eternal, interests 
ought to be recollected, when Cyrus was commanded 
temple, by what means did he do #0 by compelling the heathen to 
give of his substance for the building of that temple. Surely God's 
command was the highest authority they could give to show the 
justice of such an act, which was all they could do, His opponent 
had, on the previous evening, drawn a comparison with respect to 
children who, beginning to write, learning hand, and then & 
smaller hand when they grew up, that he had applied to the cireum- 
stances of the church as compared with ancient and modern times. 
The application was not, however, very clear, and it did not seem to 
him that there was great agreement between the large and „mall 
hand. The letters were the same, and the syllables the ame, ; 
the only difference was as to the clumsiness of the large hand, 
and the suitability of the small (hear, hear]. As to wal 1 
ciple of persecution, they gave that up because it was purely — 
saic, although it was important to bear in mind that 1 = 
no compulsion to any one to go to the Synagogue. N = n vo 
known of any man being sent to gaol for not going to urch 
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the Sabbath-day, as was the ce in the time of Queen Elizabeth. 
When they persecuted men for not guing to the Synagogue, he would 
believe it, and not till then. From the New Testament evidence 
as to State endowments, he had endeavoured to show they exacted 


at all times, and that it was the duty of all to pay taxes in support 
of the religion dictated by the State. They were asked, what had | 


any man to do with the payment of church-rates who did not be- 
long to the Church; but be contended that wherever there was a 
religious endowal by the State it was right to support t. 
Roman State, as would be borne out by a passage in the Gospel of 
St. Luke, the whole of the provinces were required to contribute, 
and Our Saviour who, called upon to pay tribute, said Is it thine 
image and superscription? Render unto Cesar the things that are 
Ceesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.”—(Loud applause.) 
St. Paul had declared, that it was the duty of every one to support 
the State, and pay to the temples; and in the 23rd chap. of St. Mat- 
thew, and 23rd verse, Christ furnished additional evidence. As to the 
New Testament evidence with regard to State endowments, the New 
Testament was supplementary to the Old, and it did not profess to 
bring about a new religion. A similar principle was admitted on an- 
other question—would any man say that slavery was lawful? and yet 
did they find any prohibition of it in the New Testament? It was 
well known there were slaves members of Christian churches, and 
slave owners members of Christian churches, and Paul told the slave 
of Philemon, Onysius, to return to his master. Why was that silence 
as to the slave? use the Apostle did not wish to mix up religion 
with social questions; and if he (Mr. Baylee) were to meet a man on 
the question of slavery, he could show Old Testament evidence against 
it; no Jew was allowed to hold his brother as a slave without his con- 
sent; and it was on that principle he held that slavery did not belong 
to their dispensation. The rev. gentleman then quoted various pas- 
sages of Seri ture, to show the position of the Jews with regard to 
their contributions to the State Church; and that they were required 
to bring forth their first fruits; and that more people were admitted 
into the kingdom of grace. Would any man say there was no pace 
among the Jews? that the Jews were shut out from the grace of God, 
and ned ;—he hoped there was no one who would venture on so 
bold an assertion—the Kingdom of God we now have, was what 
they had. With reference to the throne of David, it was simply the 
regal power on earth, and, in the 15th chapter of the Acts of the 
Apoation by 7 told of raising up his throne; it was not the de- 
1 one which had been contended for by his friend Mr. 
the greater portion of those who had been brought under 
the legitimate power of the thrones of this world, were those who 
had professed Christians. After some further quotations from 
Scripture in support of his position with regard to the Jewish dispen- 
sation, he contended that the real question in comparing the dispen- 
sations was to lay aside the 8 * and compare the synagogue with 
the parish church. (Cheers and hear, hear.”) He denied that he was 
what a so-called Liberal news r had termed him—a moderate Pu- 
seyite—he was a true member of the Church of England. (Applause.) 
He firmly believed in all the doctrines and forms of the Church, 
and was prepared to defend at all times everything in the Book of 
Common Prayer, and everything contained in the canons of the 
Church ; although he was not, however, bound to approve of the canons 
any more than be was of an Act of Parliament. As to the duties of the 
Jewish priests, it was their duty to instruct the people; and there was 
a striking analogy between duties and those of the Ministers of 
the Gospel ; in some parts of cry age the ministers were called 
shepherds, whose duty it was to feed the people, not for filthy lucre, 
but of a ready mind. (Cheers and hisses.) And as tothe payment of 
the Ministry, it was clear from the tenor of several in the 
New Testament that those who preached the gospel were to live by 
the , 7 considered that ces and Kings of the world were 
the deputies of Christ, and bound to carry out his laws. If the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland were to govern by any other laws than those 
he had received from his Government, he would be liable to be called 
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which magisterial power was always employed under the old dispen- 
sation—(Applause). He may give me chapter and verse to the end 
of the night, but if they are not chapter and verse relative to the point 
at issue, they prove nothing. I wish him to stand by his own principle, 


case he should desert his principle, and in the other case should attempt 
| to impose it upon my own conscience. (Applause.) Now Iam sorry to 
| have introduced such a torch of discord into this assembly as the authority 
of Archbishop Whateley. I certainly did net intend to refer to that 
authority as decisive of the matter at issue. I thought probably the 
members of the Church would regard him as, at all events, if not a 
competent, an impartial witness to the proper interpretation of the 
passages which he attempts to explain, connected as he is with a 
system which is endowed by the State, and receiving the endowments 
of the State, in support of that episcopal pomp and power which he 
enjoys. I thought he might be brought into court as a witness, at all 
events, that members of the Church of England were bound to respect. 
I would not impose his authority upon any man. I repudiate all 
human authority myself. (Applause). But I should have been much 
better pleased if, instead of kicking Whateley overboard, Whateley’s 
arguments had been kicked overboard. (Loud Applause). I think that 
would have been a toughish job for him—(Renewed Applause )—all 
worthy the sinew of a most powerful antagonist. Well, our friend 
went on to contend that Churchmen do not contend for the full adop- 
tion of the Mosaic code, but only for the truth of the principles con- 
tained in that code. Now, I have contended for the truth of the 
principles embodied in the code; I have contended for the essential 
truth of all the doctrines there wrapped up, and as evidence of the 
wisdom and grace of God in adopting these doctrines to the mind of 
man at that time. But this is what I have specially to complain of 
in respect to the conduct of this argument, that gentlemen seem as 
though they were endowed—by virtue of what superior authority I 
know not—but endewed with full liberty to take just as much as suits 
their argument, and throw all the rest aside. (Applause.) I say if 
you adopt the Mosaic dispensation as being a perfect development of 
the mind of God, in reg rd to the mode in which truth is to be pre- 
sented, and the principle upon which truth is to be supported ; then 
you are equally bound to take the Mosaic dispensation as containing 
the proper mode of presenting truth in all ages, by the offering up of 
sacrifices, by the giving out of incense, by temple service, and by 
all the ritual ce:emonies. On what intelligible principle I wish 
to know are all these ceremonies put aside and condemned now, 
and as far as they are imitated in the Church of Rome; whilst, 
at the same time, that which was inseparably connected with 
the offering of these ceremonies, the maintenance of this ser- 
vice, is retained ? I brought forward some instances of the 
voluntary principle. Why, they were admitted—candidly ad- 
mitted to be such; and yet, with somewhat of a lingering reluctance, 
because, even after the y were admitted, the case of David, which was, 
perhaps, the strongest case, was somewhat controverted, and the 
words interpreted “ his own proper goods” were made the subject of 
question like this:“ His own proper goods?“ Where did he get his 
property, but from taxes on his subjects ?—(Laughter.) Now, we 
heard a little time ago of Sunday-school children, and their know- 
ledge of the Scriptures ; and I beg only just to say that, if references 
of this kind are to pass at all—I think they would be better left out 
altogether—(applause)—they must apply equally on both sides. In 
the 8th chapter of the Second Book of Samuel, from the 7th to the 
12th verse, we have just a little account of David’s property, and how 
he got it.—(Applanse.)—-Mr M. read it. Now, it appears to me that the 
question as to where David got his property is tolerably answered. I 
must really be permitted to pass over the reference which was made 
to the Dissenters as struggling for exactly the same object as the 
Romish Church had struggled for so many years. I think that may 
be regarded as not coming altogether within the scope of the ques- 
tion; and, consequently, whatever may have been remarked upon 
that head, Iam quite ready should go for all that it is worth. But 


to account; and should they be told that any other than the laws of 
Christ should be put in force for the government of his people. The 
reverend gentleman concluded by saying that it was the duty of the 
State to take care of the religious establishments of the people, main- 
pene bs the — truth, and perpetuate his kingdom and glory. (Loud 
applause. 


Mr. MIALL, in rising to reply, was loudly applauded. He said :— 
I may perhaps be permitted to make a brief, and only a very brief 
reference to the challenge which has been thrown out by my respected 
opponent. I beg to inform him and this meeting that the Anti-State- 
Church Association is founded on a principle which will not admit of 
its recognising either the truth or the error that may be embodied in 
any ecclesiastical system. Their simple work is not to prove that the 
Church of England is unscriptural, but to prove that it is in accord 
ance with the mind of Christ that his religion should support itself. 
—(Applause.) They do not presume for a single moment to say 
whether the truth as it is in Jesus is most correctly embodied in the 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, Independent, Baptist, or any other system of 
worship and of discipline. They refuse, therefore, and I feel persuaded 
they would distinctly refuse to accept any challenge which called on 
them to declare that which they are not obliged to declare to the pub- 


lic their belief I may just say this, that whilst we earnestly contend 
for the separation of the Church from the State, we not only hope, 
but we have the pleasure of having the countenance, support, and 
assistance of many as Churchmen as those on this platform.— 
(Loud applause.) I believe it would be well that the challenge should 
go forth in its perfect shape in the pamphlet to be issued, as well as in 
the 8 a of the newspaper press ; and I dare say there are 
numbers of individuals amongst Dissenters who will feel themselves 
sufficiently qualified by study of the subject to argue the ques- 
tion with any gentleman who may wish to discuss it.—(Ap- 
plause.) And now with regard to the particular topic to which 
our attention was to be, as I understood, specially confined in this 
discussion. I have set before you what appeared to my mind cer- 
tainly to be arguments calculated at all events to make some impres- 
sion on an intelligent judgment. It is true I might be mistaken in 
this matter; and 2 my neighbour has professed to come and 
search me.—(Laughter and applause.) I have been troubled (as 
some people will sometimes be) during the progress of his speech, 
which was beautifully discursive—I have been troubled with notes of 
an air, which I have oftentimes heard in my childhood, running in 
my head—I could not get rid of it—“ Oh where, and oh where.” — 
(Laughter and applause.) I have been looking about through all 
the various passages of Scripture which have been cited with readi- 
ness—some of which, too, were cited on a former evening—I have 
been looking about all these passages of Scripture and the assertions, 
which are, perhaps, a little more remarkable for their boldness than 
their correctness, in order to ascertain where the reply was to the 
statemen's previously advanced to this meeting, and I cannot find it; I 
will not say it is not to be found. Other persons may be able to do 
so in deliberate examination. Perhaps, there are some sharp-witted 
people that will find it in the synagogue ; but these same sharp-witted 
people will never find the synagogue in the Old Testament.—(Ap 
plause.) If this is the stock argument of those who argue for com- 
pulsion in the maintenance of Christian Ministers, then I would 
advive them, since they are so excessively familiar with all proots 
that can be taken from Scripture to show to us that the synagogue 
existed under the Old Testament, long piior to the coming 
of Chriat, or that it existed at all at the time of the history, to illus- 
trate which this text was brought forward by some in support of the 


exercise of the volun principle. I know not that a single proof can 
be produced to show the compulso.y system had aught to do 
with the synagogue. It was convenient enough for men to get rid of 


an awkward principle, to say, this was in the peculiarity of the 
temple service, and so as the temple service is done away with, it does 
not apply.” If it were so, how was it they were referred on a former 
eccasion to the Church and State system under the patriarch Job. I 
was rebuked with considerable severity—1 think | did not speak it for 
myself—for, not knowing that Job was not a Jew, | referred to the 
ido which was punished by the Mosaic dispensation ; but | only 
did so Just in illustration of the principle I have been setting forth this 
evening, that one life runs throughout the entire system, and that 
until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, the system of compulsion 
dy the magistrate was not only a divine command—not only in ac- 
cordance with the mind of Jehovah, but perfectly compatible with all 
the forms in which heavenly truth was then exhibited to the mind. 
I wish to be informed how it is—and it is a remarkable 

but it is a fact—how it is that, whenever we meet with compul 
sion in Scripture—whether before Abraham or after him—before the 
Mosaic dispensation or subsequent to its introduction—that the com- 
pulsory principle—that is to say, the agency of the magistrate in 
spiritual affairs—has always to do with public worship or private 
worship actually rendered to God, and not to the sustenance or support 
of the priesthood—(Loud applause). I again call on my opponent—1 
call on him either to admit all, or to renounce all. I call on him to 
remises, where they will fairly lead him, and to show 

ple he will not suppress by magisterial power all 

heresy, and was the object for 


when it is said over and over again that Churchmen do not identify 
their religion with their pockets—and it is gently reflected that there 
are some people who do—(laughter)—then I beg, just in answer, to 
refer to a remarkable fact in English history, namely—that whenever 
licentiousness has abounded in religion, despotism been rampant in 
the Court, and the people been brought into a state of downright de- 
generacy and corruption, I never heard of any complaint of the evil 
position of the Church ; but, as soon as bishoprics or bishops’ resources 
are touched—as soon as the principle is argued and enforced that the 
priesthood should be supported by the voluntary principle—when 
Ministers propose the abolition of Church-rates, or ten bishoprics in 
Ireland are to be suppressed—then, from end to end of the kingdom, 
rings the cry, the Church is in danger!” (Loud applause.) Now, 
understand me, I do not refer to this as an argument decisive 
of the question, either one way or the other; but 1 say it is a very 
proper reply tothe kind of insinuation that has been thrown out re- 
specting Dissenters.—(Hear, hear, and loud applause.)—And I know 
not why Dissenters may not as conscientiously retain that money 
which is asked in the name of Jesus Christ, and demanded by the 
magisterial power, for the support of worship in which they do not 
unite.— I say | do not know why a Dissenter may not attach as great a 
moral and spiritual significance to the refusal of his money, especially 
when he puts himself, thereby, into the aims of a policeman or the 


| fangs of an ecclesiastical court, as did the primitive Christians, when 


they refused, on a former occasion, just to cast incence upon the altar 
of an idol god.—(Loud applause )—A man may easily say there is 
nothing immoral in casting so many grains of essence ; it is just the 
removal of a small portion of matter from one spot to another, and 
Churehmen do not identify their religion with such little things. But 
who does not know, that the outward act is looked at by God as sig- 
nificant of the motive that gives birth to the act; and if a man believes 
a system is disapproved by the Must High, and supported by means 
utterly subversive of the principles of Christ's kingdom, it is not the 
act should be looked at- tlie refusal of the money - but the motive by. 


which he is guided to the performance ot that act; and I think it ought, 
in decency, to be devoutly recognised by every spiritual man. (Applause) 
| | really cannot enter upon that part of the argument which related 
to prophetical predictions out of Ezekiel, just because | could not un- 
_ derstand how far it fitted the case. 1 am quite content to give to my 
| reverend opponent all the advantage he cun derive from the inter- 
pretation of prophecies not yet fulfilled. 1 believe that a good many 
wiser men than even he (and 1 say it with the utmost respect)—but 
there have been a good many wiser men a little deceived in inter- 
preting before-hand what God meant, when he described the destinies 
of the Church of the Redeemer.—(Applause.) 1 should be sorry in- 
deed to found an argument, (especially an argument on which is to be 
built a system opposed to the whole scope and genius of the Gospel), 
upon so exceedingly weak a foundation as à man’s views of unfulfilled 
prophecy.—(Applause.) There were one or two things which I should 
have liked to notice.—(Mr. Baylee—** Go on: take time.“) The only 
matter of importance to which I intended to give a reply was the ci- 
tation of the passages about rendering to Cesar the things that are 
Cwsar's, and to give to God the things that are (God's. Now, we will 
refer to the passage, 20th chapter of Luke, from 20th to 22nd verse ;— 
There is a parallel passage to which I will reter „ou: —“ Render unto 
all their due; tribute to whom tribute; custom to whom custom ; 
honour unto whom honour; ear unto whom fear is due.” Now, I 
need not tell you that the Jewish people were much inclined 
to get up civil insurrections against the Roman power, under 
spiritual, ecclesiastical pretences. You will remember that two or 
three of these were referred to by one of the speakers in the Council, 
in the Acts of the Apostles, as having arisen before his time, 
and all came to nothing. It was of the utmost importance, 
therefore, that the Apostle should seek to impress upon the 
mind of Christians this fact, that the religion they had received did 
not in any respect alter the temporal relationship in whicu they stood 
to the civil powers that ruled over them; they were to yicld that 
obedience which was due to Cxsar; they were to give to him that 
tribute which he, as ruler of their conquered country, claimed at their 
hands. With him of course was the responsibillity of collecting the 
tribute; but it was tribute collected of the Jews as a conquered people 
and it was certainly not specifically collected for any ecclesiastical 
purpose, (Hear, and applause.) Now, We are all ready to give to 
Cwsar that which is due to Cesar; and we wish to give to God that 
which is due to God. We do not, under pretenge of giving to God, 
abstract from that which is due to Cesar. Tam surprised that many 
people do not see clearly the distinction between temporal and spiritual 
in the one case and the other. Be obedient to the temporal autho- 
rities. Christianity will not make you troublesome subjects, lead you 
to insurrectionary movements, or prompt you to refuse the tribute 
demanded of you. The taxes, the property tax and customs, vec 
tivalia—all these things were to be given cheerfully for conscience 
sake, The real question between me and my opponent is this, whut 
is due to God ? and whether or not in opposition to the compulsory 
| system, I may not, with the Apostle Peter, take up with this saying, 
thus resisting the“ ordinances of God himself,” (because that ordinance 
| is only commensurate with the scope for which it was ordained,) 
„whether it be right to obey God rather than man, or man 
rather than God, say ye.”—(Applause.) Mr. Miall concluded by 
thanking the audience for the deep interest with which they had lis- 
tened to the discussion, and for the kindness and courtesy with which 
he had been received. He concluded: I have, in as mild and urbane 
a spirit as 1 could command, stated those truths which 1 hold with the 
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utmost conscientiousness. And I rejoicein the opportunity (I say this 


and to defend it—and I call upon him to point out to me why in the one 


not for mere cant, for I detest cant)—I rejoice in the opportunity of 
meeting men, whose characters I revere, connected with the Church, 
to discuss our differences in a fair and honest spirit, and candidly com- 
pare them by the word of God.—(Loud and continued applause.) 


The Rey. J. BAYLEE, on coming forward a second time, stated his 
reasons for refusing to answer the challenge of the Anti-State Church 
Association on Tuesday evening, relative to their (the Established 
Church) succession, and their right to rebuke the Levite priests of 
old. He felt that the deputation were travelling out of their way, and 
his refusal was given on that account, as he did not feel called on to 
meet any Dissenter who might rise up, but wished to hold himself in 
readiness, if otherwise, as he thought fit. He would not, as his oppo- 
nent had done, endeavour to catch the popular ear, or attempt 
to cast ridicule on the subject. ( Applause.) If he had done go, 
he would have repented before God for it. It was singular that 
the last speech of Mr. Miall gave another proof of want of know- 


ledge of the Old Testament, where he called upon him (Mr. 
Baylee) to prove that any synagogue existed. He referred him 
to the 74th Psalm, from ihe 4th to the 8th verses — (Loud 
applause.) They were indebted to modern irrationals for deny- 
ing the existence of the synagogues of old, and to the rationals 
for reading the Bible according to its true and plain meaning. e- 
sides, if they had not that passage, it was clearly shown to be a duty 
that the people should be taught, and they must have a place of meet- 
ing—those were then the synagogues. Besides, his opponent had 
brought froward a Mosaic argument from Job: how could that be 
Mosaic which belonged to Job’s time ? He was not a Jew, and his 
system was not Jewish.—(Applause). That part of the New Testa- 
ment had not been touched in reference to Cesar, and the analogy 
between the synagogue and the parish church was sneered at but not 
affected by anything which had been said. Some portions of the in- 
spired writings had also been cast aside as doubtful, and not fulfilled, 
as if they were not to believe God’s promises till they were fulfilled. 
(Some confusion here took place, and there were cries of question. 
Order being restored, Mr. Baylee proceeded). All he said as 
to the agency of the magistrate, as belonging to the synagogue 
and not the Jewish temple was likewise not answered. He was 
called on to admit or renounce all the Mosaic dispensation—he 
would do neither, as he conceived the principles of the Mosaic 
dispensation were true principles, and they were not at liberty to 
apply power over their fellow men, except what God gave them; 
and the same principles which applied now in religious matters 
were in existence then. After referring to Dr. Whateley’s opinion, 
and contending that it merely went to show that religion should not 
be forced on man with the sword, he touched upon the arguments as 
to the goods in possession of David, which had been taken in war. 
Those were his own property, and it would be thought exceedingly 
wrong, if, when we were at war with the Chinese, the spoilers had 
kept possession of that which belonged as a right to Queen Victor‘a. 
He did not take the sacrifice in connection with the Mosaic 
dispensation, and contended that Christianity did not alter a man’s 
relation to the civil power. As to what was said of Cesar, he con- 
sidered taxes were a moral demand—the money was Ceesar’s, and the 
religion of che heart was God's. He exhorted those who had listened 
to the discussion to read the proceedings at their leisure, when they 
would be better able to comprehend the subject in all its bearings. 
They did not say the State should give the religion; but when God 
gave the religion, the State should endow it. It was not required that 
every man should be a member of the Church, but simply that the 
State should exercise the right of levying taxes, and applying them to 
God’s word. They had had voluntaryism three hundred years, 
and it had done nothing for them; and if an opportunit 

offered, he should be glad to show its weakness and inefficiency ; look 
what a State Church had done throughout Europe, and to voluntary- 
ism, what had it done in our own time?—(Cheers.)—Chapels had been 
erected in the richer neighbourhoods, while the poorer had been left 
destitute.—(Cries of “ Question.”)—In England, it had actually been 
a moral evil—(No, no, prove it.)—He would prove it. The endow- 
ment principle had produced houses of God in every parish of the 
land ; but voluntaryism had not done so—ana when did voluntaryism 
give them educated clergymen, such as were to be found in the 
Church of England.—(Order )—Far be it from him to speak of their 
good qualities—(Laughter)—but their conduct was before them.— 
(Some confusion here took plate, when Mr. Robertson interfered, and 
order was then restored ) —If there were to be found in the Church, 
clergymen who reglected their duty, he would have them exposed by 
all means.—(Hear, hear.)—He * by exhorting those around 
him to pray that they might be enabled, as Christians, to put to si- 
lence the ill-doing of their adversaries, and show whut they professed 
to be, by teaching the truth, and thus commanding the reverence, re- 
spect, and gratitude of the nation at large.—( Applause.) 


The Doxology was then sung; and the proceedings terminated at 
half-past ten. 


„ We regret that, in consequence of the report of 
Monday night’s proceedings not having reached us before a 
late hour yesterday evening, we have been unable to make 
it as accurate us we could have wished. 


BREAKFAST TO MR. MIALL. | 
On Monday morning a number of the Nonconformists of 
Liverpool gave a breakfast to Mr. Miall, at Brown’s Tem- 
perance hotel, Clayton-square. Independents, Baptists, 
and Secession ministers were present, and all concurred in 
expressing their approval of the way in which the dis- 
cussion had been conducted. Several very important sug- 
gestions were thrown out as to the future mode of opera- 
tions of the friends of the Anti-State-Church Association 
in Liverpool, and a more united course of action is likely 
to result from the eventful proceedings of the past week. 


—— 


Frvits OF THE BRAINTREE CHURCH-RATE JUDGMENT. 
—Already the dominant party—the State-church func- 
tionaries—are taking advantage, in the most insulting 
manner, of the extraordinary judgment of. Lord Den- 
man in the most extraordinary Braintree church-rate 
case. An instance of this occurred the other day at 
a meeting for granting a church-rate at Ackworth, 
presided over by the rector. ‘The churchwarden moved 
that a threepenny rate be levied. ‘The chairman 
having put the motion, remarking that he should 
consider it carried unanimously, Thomas Pumphrey 
moved, That there be no rate.“ John Wood, of 
the Society of Friends, seconded the motion; but the 
chairman refused to put it, as not being a legal amend- 
ment, referring to Lord Denman’s judgment on the 
Braintree cases, which was the rejoicing theme of 
the pro-rate party throughout. The rector observed 
they were not come together to decide whether or 
not there should be a rate, but to lay one. The 


motion being put, about eight hands were held up, 
the chairman steadily refused to put the mo ion nega- 
tively, otherwise five or six to one would have been 
held up against the rate. We cannot say we regret 
to see this unseemly insolence and determination to 
pick the pockets of all who differ with the State reli- 
gion: it will hasten the extinction of the odious im- 
post, by calling forth a well-organized and an irre- 
sistible opposition to church-rates.—Leeds Times. 
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FOREIGN AND COLONIAL NEWS. | 


INDIA. 


The usual letters and papers in anticipation of the over- 
land mail contain advices from Calcutta to the 7th, and 
from Bombay to the 15th of J anuary. The treaty with 
the Sikhs was duly ratified on Christmas-day, ; by the 
Governor-General and Dhuleep Singh; who were again 
to meet at Lahore on New-Vear's day. The Scinde 
army is to be reduced by 7,000 men; the frontier force 
to be at the same time strengthened from 14,000 to 
17,000. Sir Charles Napier has been raised to the rank 
of Lieutenant-General, and attached to the Staff in India. 
At Cabool, Akbar Khan, in anger with his father Dost 
Mahommed for having any relations with the vakecl, sent 
by the Governor-General, had wantonly plundered a 
village near Charekar, The British vakeel was directed 
to induce the Ameer to obtain the liberation of any of 
the late Cabool army who might be imprisoned in his 
dominions, or those of neighbouring princes. The do- 
minions of the Nizam were again in much disorder; and 
fresh disturbances had broken out among the Khonds of 
Gomsoor, owing to the exertions of the British agents to 
put down the practice of sacrificing human beings. 
Cholera had appeared at Madras. 


TAHITI. 

The Paris Moniteur announces that the Minister of 
Marine had received despatches from Rear-Admiral 
Bruat, dated the 20th of October and 12th of November 
last. On the 30th of October, 7th and 12th of Novem- 
ber, says that journal, engagements took place be- 
tween the insurgents and the native allies, assisted by 
the troops stationed at the port of Punavia. In those 
skirmishes, occasioned by the necessity felt on both sides 
by the Ind‘ans to penetrate into the valleys, in order to 
procure provisions, the native allies and our troops had 
12 men wounded. Several of the principal chiefs had 
submitted to the Protectorate—a fact, however, which 
hitherto had produced no marked change in the disposi- 
tions of the insurgents, who, in the opinion of Rear- 
Admiral Bruat, would not lay down their arms before 
the arrival of the expected reinforcements.“ 

The Journal du Havre, in a somewhat less ambiguous 
narrative, intimates that the great obstacle in the way 
of a compromise with the natives is Captain Bruat :— 
„% Notwithstanding all his exertions, Captain Bruat has 
not failed to use, in compliance with his instructions, 
all his endeavours to bring about a reconciliation with 
Queen Pomare, andby inducing her to return to 
Papeite to put an end to the insurrections which 
her absence perpetuated by seeming to authorize them. 
The months of September and October were em- 
ployed in negotiations, which were by turns inter- 

reted by Mr. Salmon, Mr. Notte, and a missionary, 
Mr. Thompson, all English. These steps were with- 
out any result, the Queen persisting in her obsti- 
nate refusal to hold any species of communica- 
tion with the French authorities. Finding this, Cap- 
tain Bruat, in despair, resigned himself to accepting 
the proffered good offices of her Britannic Majesty's 
frigate the Grampus, in going to Raiateia, and there 
negotiate the arrangement of which the English jour- 
nals lately gave us an account. According to the in- 
formation we now receive, that attempt had no greater 
effect than those which preceded it. The Queen re- 
fused to listen to any proposals from Captain Bruat. 
She has personally, if we can believe the accounts we 
receive, no aversion to the French people or govern- 
ment, but she detests Captain Bruat, and her animosity 
against him is so great that in September last she wrote 
to the King of the French, making his recall the only 
condition for her submission. But this letter was not 
transmitted. Besides this, it is notorious at Tahiti that 
Pomare has communicated to a French resident, in 
whom she has great confidence, a conciliatory treaty, 
dated October 22, and signed by her own hand, stipu- 
lating for her return to ‘Tahiti, on acceptable conditions, 
provided a new governor was appointed. This over- 
ture had apparently reached the government, when it 
resolved to replace Captain Bruat. The news of his 
recall reached Papeite on November 6, by the English 
ship Jeannette, which brought the French mail of ute 
15. The selection of M. Lavaud, already known to 
Pomare by former relations, was received as a certain 
pledge of a change of measures; and his conciliating 
character will, no doubt, on his arrival, reap the fruits 
planted by the firmness and perseverance of his prede- 
cessor, in an undertaking which his laudable efforts have 
brought to maturity.“ 


Mr. Brock on THE PAYMENT OF CHURCH-RATES.—In 
a letter to the Norfolk News of Saturday, Mr. W. 
Brock, Baptist minister, of Norwich, says :— 


You have announced to your readers that my resolu- 
tion is formed not to pay church-rates, notwithstanding 
the recent decision of the Lord Chief Justice of the Court 
of Queen’s Bench. You will oblige by allowing me to 
state the whole course that I mean to pursue, that I may 
not come in for an undue share of public obloquy. Pre- 
suming that a church-rate be passed and entorced upon 
me, I shall decline the payment of the rate. If 1 am re- 
minded that the law demands the amount in question, on 
a penalty of a seizure of my property, I shall reply that 
I will submit to the penalty. A summons will then issue, 
at the instance of the churchwardens, which will take me 
before the magistrates of the city to answer for my refusal 
to pay the rate. As I have no justification to offer, of 
which the magistrates could take cognizance, I shall re- 
spectfully desire them to let the law take its course. The 
magistrates having no alternative, a warrant will be issued 
for seizing a sufficient amount of my property to pay the 
church-rate, and the expenses which may be incurred. 
And 1 hope I shall be able to take even joyfully the spoil- 
ing of my goods. At all events, I sh Al be in good com- 
pany, seeing that the two names, which are just now com- 
manding the attention, and calling forth the admiration, 
of all parties through the country, are the names of men 
who never paid a church-rate in their lives. I refer to 
Joseph John Gurney and William Foster. Imitation of 
such men should be well examined, before it is pronounced 
to be a crime. : 


Nourolx anp Norwicu RELIOIous Liperty Society. 
—The interest evinced in these lectures continues to 
increase each evening. On Tuesday the larger Assem- 


bly-room, together with the gallery and orchestra, were 
densely crowded. On the motion of the mayor, Mr. J. 
H. Tillett was called to the chair. After a few obser- 
vations from the chairman, who announced that the 
intended Anti-state-church soirée would take place on 
Wednesday, the 3lst ot March, in St. Andrew's Hall, 
Norwich, when an influential deputation will attend. 
Mr. A. Reed, Independent minister, delivered a lecture 
on The Evils resulting to the Church from its con- 
nexion with the State.’ He was followed by Mr, J, 
Crompton, minister of the Unitarian chapel. 


Anti-State-Cuurcn Association, Marxet Har- 
nonoucH.—On Thursday evening, February 18, Mr, 
Kingsley delivered a lecture on the principles and objects 
of the Anti-state-church Association, in the Indepen- 
dent chapel in this town. The lecture, which afforded 
much satisfaction, was well attended, especially by the 
young, who it is 3 will give their hearty support to 
the Association. On the following Sunday evening 
Mr. Kingsley preached an excellent sermon in the same 
chapel from Eph. iv. 15, But speaking the truth in 
love, Ko., in which, without specifically referring to 
the Association, he effectuall mt its claims ; 
showing that the unity of the Church is to be promoted, 
not by the concealment of religious convictions, but by 
their open, and faithful, and loving expression by speak- 
ing the truth, and speaking it in love. 


As many as fifteen cases of game informations have 
been heard in Herts in one week; and there were 
fourteen convictions. 


Mr. J. M. Srepuens has resigned the pastorate of 
the Baptist church, meeting in York-street chapel. 
Bath, and closes his labours there with the present 
month. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Wednesday, March 8rd. 


PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE. 

Tue Catnotic Revizr BIIL.— On Monday, in reply 
to Sir R. Inglis, Mr. Escort, on the part of Mr. Watson, 
said that the committee on the Roman Catholic Relief 
Bill would not be moved before Easter. Mr. O. Sran- 
LEY desired to know if the hon. and learned member 
for Kinsale was prepared to strike out, in committee, 
those clauses of the bill which proposed to interfere 
with the 10th George IV., so far as to permit religious 
processions, and to give greater freedom to the monastic 
orders and secular clergy of the Roman Catholic Church? 
Mr. Escotr was not in a position to give a distinct 
answer. 

THE EDUCATIONAL GRANT, 

Mr..HInDLEY inquired of the First Lord of the Trea- 
sury if he was prepared to state the amount he intended 
to propose for the educational grant in the miscellaneous 
estimates? Also, whether he intended to bring espe- 
cially before the notice of the House the Minutes of the 
Council of Education, laid on the table on the 5th day 
of February, or leave them to be incidentally discussed 
on the vote for education being proposed in the com- 
mittee of supply ? 

Lord J. Russz1u said, with regard to the first ques- 
tion which his hon. friend had put to him, the sum 
proposed in the miscellaneous estimates for the pur- 
poses of education in Great Britain, will be the same 
sum which was sanctioned by the House last year. 
With regard to the application of that sum, he could 
only say, it was not his intention to propose any reso- 
lution on this subject. His hon. friend would of course 
be able, if he desired the opportunity, to oppose the 
grant of so large a sum when they were on the vote. 

Mr. Ewart asked whether the sum proposed for pur- 
poses of education would amount to £100,000? 


Lord J. Russet replied that it would be £100,000 for 
Great Britain. 

Tue Loan or £8,000,000.—On the same evening, the 
CuanceLtor of the Excuequer informed the House 
that he had that morning entered into engagements for 
a loan of £8,000,000, and that he was about to pro- 
pose resolutions for the confirmation of those engage- 
ments. ‘The loan is divided between Messrs. Baring 
and Messrs. Rothschild, at the price of 893. The 
interest which he had engaged to pay for this loan 
was £268,156 8s. per annum, which would be raised 
by the charge of the Bank for its management to 
£270,000; or, in other words, would be £3 7s. 6d. per 
cent., or 2s. 6d. less than the three and a half per cent. 
which he was supposed to have mentioned a few nights 
ago. He had allowed no discount, and was only to give 
stuck for the instalments as they were paid up, except 
in the case of the first instalment, After considerable 
discussion, the resolutions were agreed to. 

Tun Inish Poon-LAwW.— Lord J, Russet. explained 
to the House the substantial amendments which he 
sae to introduce into the permanent Poor-law for 

reland. He intended to go into committee, at present, 
merely pro formd, and to take the discussion on his 
amendments on Monday next. He then declared in 
detail the amendments which he intended to pro- 
pose on the Ist, the 2nd, and the 9th clauses of the 
bill, for the purpose of giving the destitute able- 
bodied poor a right to relief out of the worklt.ouse— 
of enabling the boards of guardians to construct addi- 
tions to their workhouses, and to hire temporary work- 
houses, and of charging the rates for relief in certain 
cases, not upon unions, but on electoral districts. He 
also explained the change which he intended to make 


in the number of magistrates, who were to be er 


officio members of the boards of guardians in their 
respective districts. He also or to give the 
Poor-law Commissioners for Ireland power to remove 
elective boards of guardians, when they failed to per- 
form their duty, and to substitute paid boards in their 
stead. It was proposed that no relief should be given 
in Ireland to parties possessing above half an acre of 


Surrlr.—- Tux Army ESTIIAATESs.— The House then 


went into a committee of supply, and after some well- 


timed observations by Messrs, Hume and Wriuuass 
on the reckless expenditure of Government, Mr. Fox 
Mavi proposed the army estimates. The number of 
men to be voted for the ensuing year was 138,895. The 
gross charge for these would be £5,155,848. The 
charge for non-effective service would be £2,176,227 

Making a grand total charge of £7,331,076, From this 
total was to be deducted the charge borne by the East 
India Company, for 30,497, to the amount of £972,211 

and other sums, amounting in all to £1,056,100, leave 
ing the gross ch upon the country at £6,275,074, 
and the number of men in the effective service, the 
charge for whom fell upon the Exchequer, at 108,338 
men, 

Nationat Generat Fast.—Lord J. Rusamt sta 
with reference to the motion of which notice had been 
given by the hon. member for Kent (Mr. Plumptre), 

raying her Mateos to appoint a day for a general 
ast, that her Majesty had Fos to direct that 
: council be summoned to take that subject into consi- 
eration. 


Rervsat or Srres.—In the House of Commons last 
night, Mr. Bovverre moved for a“ select committee to 
inquire whether, and in what part of Scotland, and 
under what circumstances, large numbers of her 
Majesty’s subjects have been deprived of the means 
of religious worship, by the refusal of certain proprie- 
tors to grant them sites for the erection of churches.” 
Mr. Ewart seconded the motion. Sir G. Gnu 
was ready to accede to Mr. Bouverie's demand, thinking 
that a case had been made out by the honourable gen- 
tleman, forming a legitimate subject for the inquiry of 
a committee. Sir Incim, Sir J. Granam, and 
Lord G. Bentinck 2 the motion, and Mr. Fox 
Mavute and Lord J. RussnlL supported it. On a 
division, it was carried by 89 to 61; majority, 28. 

Various returns were then moved for, which gave 
rise to much desultory discussion, 


In the House of Lords, last night, the Duke of 
Richmond obtained the appointment of a select com- 
mittee to inquire into the o tion of the Poor Ro- 
moval Act of last session, The remainder of the sit 


was occupied in an incidental discussion on the state 
Ireland. 


The Morning Chronicle publishes the copy of a con- 
vention between the British authorities and the King 
and Chiefs of Cape Mount, west coast of Africa, for the 
total abolition of the slave-trade. 


Guizot AND Normanny.—The personal differences 
between these two statesmen have been settled ami- 
cably by the intervention of Count Appony, the Aus- 
trian ambassador at Paris. On Monday, Lord Nor- 
manby had an interview with M. Guizot, relative to the 
affairs of La Plate. On Sunday evening, Lord Nor- 
manby and the whole of the gentlemen attached to the 
English embassy were received at the palace of the 
Tuileries by the pry A and the Royal Family. His 
Majesty’s reception of Lord Normanby was most cordial. 

FINANCIAL Drrricuttres or Franoczs.—On the au- 
thority of the Paris papers of Thursday and its private 
correspondence, the Times gives a frightfully gloomy 
account of the financial position of the French Govern. 
ment. The uncovered deficit is 970,000,000 francs, or 
£38,800,000; and the department of Finance was in- 
capable of answering the demands upon it. The mem- 
bers of the Committee of the Budget had been requested 
to mitigate appearances and realities in their report ; 
but even under this process the admitted deficit would 
be 400,000,000 francs ( £16,000,000), 


Tue CHANCELLORSHIP OF THE UNIVERSITY or Cam- 
BRIDGE.—The polling commenced at ten o’clock on 
Thursday morning. The Earl of Powis had began with 
a decided majority—thirty at the end of an hour ; and 
by two o'clock was sixty-five votes in advance. He 
then lost ground, and atthe close of the day, Prince 
Albert remained with a majority of seventeen; the 
numbers being—for Prince Albert, 618; for the Earl 
of Powis, 601. The contest was continued on Fri- 
day with spirit. Among those who voted for Prince 
Albert, may be mentioned the Marquis of Lans- 
downe, Earl Grey, Mr. Macaulay, Viscount Mel- 
bourne, the Bishop of London, the Dean of Ely, 
and Sir Herbert Jenner Fust. The Duke of Bue- 
cleuch and Mr. Justice Patteson voted for the Earl 
of Powis. At the close of the poll tor the day, the 
numbers were—for Prince Albert, 875; Lord Powis, 
789: majority for the Prince, 86. The poll closed on 
Saturday at twelve o'clock, when the numbers were 
for Prince Albert, 955; for Earl Powis, 849: majority 
for the Prince, 116. Prince Albert has accepted the ap- 
pointment. 

Tue Fururne Representation or Plyxuouru.—- We 
hear that meetings of some of the burgesses of Ply- 
mouth have been lately held in the Mechanics’ Insti- 
tute, for the purpose of considering the present political 
position of the Borough. It. has been determined, we 
understand, to get up a requisition to George poe 
son, Esq., the celebrated anti-slavery orator, and to C. 
B. Calmady, Esq., of Langdon-hall, the President of 
the late Plymouth Free-Trade Association, inviting 
those two gentlemen to stand as candidates for the 
borough.—LP’lymouth Journal, 


Loub LIN coLx has addressed a letter to the deputa- 
tion of his supporters, declining their requisition that 
he should become a candidate for the representation of 
Manchester: he will not, for an uncertain prospect of 
success, keep the borough involved in a contest for the 
many months likely to elapse before the general 
election. 


CORN MARKET. Marx Lanz, Tuis Day, 


Wheat Barley Oats | Beans | Peas Flour. 
English .... | 940 | 1660 | 290 1330 
Scotch „ „ 0 6 „ 0„ 
lrish 5 0 „ „0 0 
Foreign .... 910 | 950 |17850 3 


No alteration in prices. 
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She Nonconkormist. 


is [Marcr 3, 


Terms for advertising in the Nonconformist. 
For Eight Lines and under. ..... 6. Od. 
For every additional Two Lines... 64d. 
Half a Column... £1 | Column....... £2 


*,* All communications to the Editor should be addressed 
to the office, 3, Whitefriars-street, Fleet-street. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
Our replies to various correspondents must be postponed 
until next week. 
We regret that the great length of the reports of the dis- 
cussion at Liverpool, and of the meetings in opposition 
to the Government plan of Education, have obliged us 


to exclude a large portion of the miscellaneous news of 
the week. 


The sLonconformist. 


LONDON: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 1847. 


SUMMARY. 


THE annual struggle of Dissenters with the Govern- 
ment (for what with Factories, Maynooth, Charitable 
Trusts bills, and Education, they have been called 
upon, during almost every session of late years, to re- 
sist fresh attacks upon their liberties and the cause of 
religious freedom,) has commenced, and promises to 
be both severe and protracted. The insidious and 
dangerous scheme wrapped up in the Minutes of the 
Committee of Council, — been exposed to the pub- 
lic gaze in all its unconstitutional and despotic fea- 
tures. Attachment to their own principles has at 
length overcome the strange and unreasonable preju- 
dice of Dissenters in favour of the Whigs; and an agi- 
tation has commenced, which is destined, we trust, not 
only to defeat the scheme, but to sever the last link 


- of the alliance between the two parties. Our columns 


of this day bespeak the deep and serious apprehen- 
sion with which this nefarious plan is — The 
Congregational Board of Education, the Baptist 
Union and the Dissenting Deputies have passed 
strong and decided resolutions against the measure. 
So imminent is the danger, that all differences on the 
— of education have been forgotten. Dr. 
aughan consents to waive all scruples with regard 
to State interference, in order to unite with Mr. 
Baines in a combined movement. The proceedings 
of the Congregational Board, on Thursday last, when 
a resolution objecting to State interference with 
education was passed nem. con., was a triumph of 
principle which will be felt long after the present 
agitation has died away. A Central Committee, com- 
prising persons of all denominations, has been formed 
in London to assist and advise in the opposition to 
the Government scheme. The organized Dissenting 
bodies of London have done their duty, and set an 
which: we hope all who value the interests 

of civil and religious freedom will hasten to imitate. 

The occasion demands all our energy. The scheme 
is more disastrous than the Factories Bill, whilst it 
will require greater exertions to defeat it. If once 
carried into effect, its repeal is as hopeless as the at- 
tempt to withdraw the grant to Maynooth. At pre- 
sent, there is only sufficient hope to incite us to 
Instant and unremitting agitation. In the House of 
Commons, on Monday night, Lord John Russell, in 
reply to Mr. Hindley, said that Government did not 
intend to propose any addition to the educational 
grant for this year, or to submit any resolution with 
reference to the Minutes of Council. Parliamentary 
discussion, then, is to be, if possible, stifled previous 
to the general election. But this should only be 
a fresh incentive to exertion. Delay is, in this 
instance, defeat. Lacking Parliamentary influence, we 
must exert the more out of doors. Another ominous 
circumstance is the rallying of the Church party in 
support of the measure. The Bishop of Exeter, for 
more than a quarter of century the inveterate 
opponent of the Whigs, is in raptures with the 
scheme—entreats the Church to close with the 
liberal offer of Government—is assured that Minis- 
ters will give as much as £50 per head for 
every person to be instructed in the normal 
schools, and promises immediately to begin giv- 
tng deacon’s orders to all schoolmasters properly 
recommended, In other places, such as Leeds and 
Oxford, the clergy are coming to the rescue of 
Government. The advantages offered them are too 
great to be relinquished without a struggle. In the 
coming general election Lord John Russell, by this 
movement, must sacrifice the support either of the 
Church or of Dissent. Can there be much doubt as 
to the course he will pursue? Is it not a prevalent 
impression amongst the clerical body, that the Esta- 
blishment has much less to fear from Lord John 
Russell than from Sir R. Peel? Is it not also well- 
known that the personal conduct of the present 
Premier fuily bears out the belief in his attachment to 
the Church, and that he is in the habit of sanctioning, 
by his patronage, Tractarianism of the most decided 
character ? If such be the case, our hopes of success- 
ful opposition to the measure must rest with our- 
selves and the people of England. We cannot be- 
lieve that a scheme creating a new army of placemen, 
and confiding the education of the young to the hands 
of the clergy, and manifestly violating the constitu- 
tion, will be allowed to pass. 

An animated and instructive debate took place in 
the House of Commons, on Wednesday last, on the 
motion for the second reading of Mr. Watson’s 
Roman Catholic Relief Bill. That measure proposes 
the repeal of many absurd and penal enactments 
against Roman Catholics—the monuments of the 


bigotry and intolerance of our ancestors. There are 
other provisions of the bill which are not of so entirely 
harmless a character. Amongst these, is one for 
repealing the statute which forbids processions in 
the public street. Whilst willing to allow our 
Roman Catholic fellow-subjects every civil privilege 
enjoyed by the rest of the community, we do not see 
the policy or necessity of permitting these public ex- 
hibitions. This right, which concerns rather the public 
peace than religious liberty, is denied the Protestants 
of Ulster, and ought to be equally withheld from the 
Catholics of England. The most significant fact con- 
nected with the measure is its one-sided character. 
It is intended to repeal penal statutes, which apply to 
Roman Catholics exclusively. The numberless en- 
actments directed against Dissenters which still dis- 
grace our statute-book, are left untouched. Nay, 
more; this measure confers privileges upon the one 
which the other cannot enjoy. We need not go far 
to ascertain the cause of this partiality. The Parlia- 
mentary influence of the Catholics is strong, that of 
Dissenters feeble. The former have zealous friends 
in the legislature—the latter scarcely a member 
who sympathizes with their views. Hence, 
whilst the Roman Catholics are smiled upon by 
the leading statesman of the day, Dissenters are 
threatened with a measure which destroys, at one 
fell swoop, the rights for which their forefathers suf- 
fered. The second reading of the bill was carried by 
& narrow majority. There were in its favour, 102; 
against it, 99. The measure will, no doubt, undergo 
extensive modification in committee, as it was sup- 
ported by Mr. Macaulay and Sir R. Peel on the un- 
derstanding that several of its most objectionable 
provisions were to be struck out. : 

On Thursday, Mr. Sharman Crawford obtained 
leave to bring in a bill for securing the rights of 
occupying tenants in Ireland—a measure which he 
showed would induce farmers to employ their money 
upon land, instead of hoarding it up, as is the case at 
present. The subject is one of vital importance in 
connexion with the regeneration of Ireland, and is to 
be more fully discussed when Government introduce 
a similar measure of their own. We only hope Mr. 
Labouchere’s bill will deal as fairly with the just 
claims of the tenant as Mr. Crawford's. But we fear 
the result; else, why not adopt the measure of the 
hon. member for Rochdale ? 

The past week has furnished two signal instances 
of the backslidings of the Whigs from their former 
principles. The party whose cry was once “ Retrench- 
ment and Reform” are making every effort to prove 
their want of sympathy with it at the present moment. 
The military and naval estimates in this year of gene- 
ral peace and of financial difficulties are to be in- 
creased upwards of £400,000. The revenue is now 
in round numbers £52,000,000, of which £28,000,000 
goes to pay the interest of the national debt con- 
tracted in or because of war. The army, navy, and 
ordnance departments cost £17,000,000 per annum, 
making £45,000,000 expended annually on account 
of war expenses, and leaving only one-seventh of 
the entire revenue of the country to be applied 
to the ordinary expenses of Government. The prin- 
cipal excuse for the present increase of the estimates 
is, the large military preparations of our French 
neighbours. It is high time for the country to de- 
mand how long this ruinous system is to continue. 
On Tuesday se’nnight Lord John Russell took the 
opportunity of repeating his finality declaration with 
regard to the reform of the representation, on Mr. 
Duncombe’s motion to repeal the rate-paying clauses 
of the Reform Act. Not only was the motion sum- 
marily rejected, but Government officials with liberal 
tendencies were compelled to vote against the propo- 
sition—so resolute are the Whigs in their opposition 
to all measures of a reforming tendency. 

The remaining business of Parliament does not call 
for any particular comment. 


. ONCE MORE. 


Oxck more, Dissent is threatened with extinction by 
the agency of state-craft, guided to its end by ecclesi- 
astical cunning. Once more, the State-church sum- 
mons the friends of freedom, civil and religious, into 
the field of conflict. And once more, the attack is 
directed against those educational institutions, by 
which Dissenters seek to hand down to the generations 
to come, the sacred principles which they received in 
trust from their courageous forefathers. 
which the Establishment, through the medium of her 
Majesty's Ministers, has mooted for settlement —settle- 
ment, it appeared to hope, without discussion—is short, 
simple, intelligible, and weighty. It is neither more 
nor less than this—‘ Shall the exclusive training of 
the rising generation be committed to the joint care of 
the clergy and the Government?” So far as the la- 
bouring classes are concerned, this question has been 
coolly decided in the affirmative, by the Committee on 
Education of the Queen’s Privy Council. Are we to 
recognize them as the ultimate authority in this mat- 
ter? Are we, meekly to bow in submission to their 
self-assumed and unconstitutional power? Are we 
to stand by, and silently witness the ground we 
occupy washed from under our very feet by a flood 
of corruption? If not, we must be up and doing. 
Promptitude, union, courage—these alone can save us. 
If we sit still, we are lost. 

Right glad are we to observe that the friends of 
voluntary education are displaying equal energy and 
wisdom in the repulsion of this insidious assault. The 
machinery they have resolved to put in instant motion 
has heretofore moved the empire, and will move it 
once again—has made a strong and united Govern- 


e question 


ment recoil, and will suffice to break in pieces a weak 
and divided one, if it persists in its original design. 
If the same resolution which made Sir James Graham 
quail, and overpowered a unanimous — 2 be 
now put forth, we have no fear of the Whigs. They 
cannot face a general election with the Minutes of 
Council in their hands. They have committed an 
egregious blunder, and they will soon be made sensi- 
ble of it. They have allowed themselves to be played 
off against Dissenters by State-church cajolery, and 
ere long they will discover that they have been the 
too easy dupes of an unscrupulous faction. They 
have been sent upon an errand which will bring them 
nothing but a taste of strap-oil. The kicks will be 
theirs—the quiet laugh from behind the screen will 
be monopolized by those who have employed them. 
They have sealed by their fatuity no fate but their 
own. They will damage nothing but their own ques- 
tionable reputation for liberality and statesmanship. 
They have cut asunder, let us fain hope, the last tie 
which bound Dissenters to their party, and will be 
compelled, henceforth, to stand or fall by their own 
merits. 

Once more, then, to action! The pressure from 
without must be applied once more. The public 
meeting, the petition to Parliament, the memorial to 
individual representatives, the remonstrance to Govern- 
ment, the enunciation by the press of sound princi- 
ples, the central guidance, the subdivision of labour, 
the cheerful self-sacrifice, the indefatigable activity, 
which have been found to avail against open foes, 
must be brought to bear upon treacherous allies. No 
stone which we can fairly turn should be left un- 
turned. No time which can be economized should be 
lost. We must act individually and unitedly—act in 
all the relations we sustain—act at once, and under 
the impression that it is once for all. 

Once more! The expression brings in one view the 
past, the present, and the future. How is it that we 
are thus repeatedly menaced with State-church en- 
croachments? How happens it that we are never 
fairly out of one agitation, but another from the 
same quarter overtakes us? No man can blind his 
eyes to the conclusion that the heads of the Church 

tablishment are fixedly set upon ruining dissent, 
if possible, and that every administration is but too 
well disposed to lend its aid in accomplishing this 
purpose. Baffled in one encounter, ti ey immediately 
make preparations for another. Where power has 
failed to succeed, craft is unblushingly resorted to— 
where intimidation is overborne, corruption is un- 
scrupulously tried. We have warned our readers 
again and again, that they must expect this—that 
they invite this—so long as they shrink from united 
aggressive warfare against the principle of Church 

stablishments. Their exertions in self-defence 
secure for them none of the permanent fruits of vic- 
tory. They do but exhaust themselves, and leave 
them an easier prey to their relentless foes. Well! 
should they eventually succeed in averting from 
themselves the danger at present impending over 
them—do they mean to pee in a policy which has 
proved so ineffectual, and which clearly exposes them 
to so many annoyances? We put the question, not 
expecting an immediate reply, but as suggesting a 
topic for grave deliberation. We wish not to divert 
their attention at this moment from what demands 
instant action. On the contrary, we urge upon them 
the faithful discharge of the duties arising out of the 
present crisis. But we do hope they will cast their 
eyes a little beyond the present occasion, and will 
settle within their own consciences the proper line of 
—— obligation. Once more! but what after- 
war 


THE CAMBRIDGE CHANCELLORSHIP. 


UNMERITED scorn has been from various quarters 
thrown on the proceedings at Cambridge attendant 
on the election of a Chancellor. In everything there 
is a better and a worse; and though a question may 
not be of the highest order of importance, it is matter 
of congratulation rather than the contrary, that it 
should have gone well and not ill. 

The simple fact at Cambridge was, that on the oc- 
casion of an election for the nominal office of Chan- 
cellor, the Puseyite and less liberal party put forward 
a nobleman on whom they calculated for the pro- 
motion of their political objects, and the liberals, 
though taken at some disadvantage, played what they 
thought the best card within their reach in opposi- 
tion, and won. The Puseyites trusted mainly to what 
Sidney Smith called the “holy vegetables,” or rural 
clergy ; and the other side Pigeon in its lawyers and 
men of the world of all kinds, and swamped them. 

In all this there seems nothing to lament. Though 
it may be only a straw, it is better it should indicate a 
favourable wind than the contrary. There is something 
amusing, too, in seeing royalty or quasi royalty rising 
on a popular election; and as there is assuredly no 
quarrel at this moment between the people and the 
Crown, nothing but good seems likely to come of the 
association. 

It is at the same time to be seriously lamented, 
that the University of Cambridge should have given 
up the use of the birch rod, without providing itself 
with other methods of keeping its juveniles in order. 


It is a disgusting and discreditable thing, that men of 


mature years cannot discharge the business of their 
assembling, without being aggrieved by the insolence 
of youths in statu pupillari, to whom the buttery- 
hatch has untimely ceased to be a terror. The lesson 
to be drawn from it, is the total falsehood of the re- 
presentations which would describe the numerous 


classes and the poor as unfitted for deliberative 
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movements. Contrast the proceedings of a popular 
meeting composed of mechanics, with those of 
“Young England” as displayed by the unwhipt 
school-boys of a University, and say with which class 
the riglit of interference in public affairs should be 
found. This is the way our tithe-eaters are bred. 


COMPULSORY EDUCATION FOR THE WEST 
INDIA COLONIES. 


THE Leeds Mercury of Saturday is, naturally 
enough, desirous that we should give some authority 
for the statement contained in our last number, rela- 
tive to the plan of compulsory education, proposed 


by Earl Grey, for the West India colonies, the 


leading feature of which we stated to be as fol- 
lows :—A fine is to be imposed, payable quarterly, 
and exceeding the cost of school education, on the 
parents of children, who do not send their children 
to school! which will assist in forming a fund for 
defraying the expenses of the system. Our authority 
for the announcement is the Port of Spain Gazette. 
That journal states, that a despatch on Education 
was read at the Council Board of the island of Trini- 
dad, on the lst of December, recommending the 
above plan to the adoption of the local Government. 
What their decision was, we are not informed; but 
it is not difficult to guess. We are bound to say, 
that we have no specific information as to the intro- 
duction of this odious plan into any other of the 
West India islands. But it is most improbable that 
the Home Government should single out one island 
alone, in which to plant this new principle of State 
despotism. What is good for Trinidad is, we should 
imagine, equally good, in the eyes of Government, 
for Jamaica and Guiana. We are, therefore, quite 
warranted in concluding that the instructions or re- 
commendations (they generally amount to the same 
thing), contained in Earl Grey’s despatch to the 
Governor and Council of Trinidad, either have been 
or will be forwarded to the various local govern- 
ments of the West India colonies. We cannot 
imagine any one pretending to the name of a states- 
man, introducing a principle of so novel and im- 
portant a nature, simply to meet the exigency of a 
petty dependency. 
In Trinidad the existing schools, which are almost 
exclusively connected with religious sects, are in a 
reat measure supported by the State. The 
omanists, the Episcopalians, anc, though to a far 
less extent, the Wesleyans,” says the Trinidad Spec- 
tator, drain our Treasury, under pretence of Edu- 
cation. Their schools are purely, if not professedly, 
sectarian. ‘These seminaries are nothing else than 
disguised engines for proselytizing and cramming 
the rising race with bigotry. Other religious 
bodies have schools, but accept of no Government 
pay.“ In what way Lord Grey's system is to be 
carried into effect—whether the children of the free 
negroes will be required to attend only those schools 
receiving Government 9 are not, at pre- 
sent, informed; but shall probably learn further 
details by the next mail. Our Government seems 
bent upon forcing its insidious and coercive mea- 
sures upon the mother country and the colonies, 
without regard to the wants or wishes of either. The 
plan comprised in the Minutes of the Committee of 
Council, is as unnecessary as it is unconstitutional. 
The new and dangerous principles it introduces are 
utterly at variance with the opinions and convictions 
of the great mass of the people, and not required 
So with this recommendation 
the Secretary for the Colonies—it is adapted to cure 
an evil which does not exist. We do not,“ says the 
Port of Spain Gazette, “ see the slightest necessity for 
any such penal provisions. The labourer is willing 
enough to put his children to school, and might be 
easily led to contribute, as far as his humble means 
will go, to the expenses of their education, if Govern- 
ment, on its part, will provide proper instructors and 
a proper system of instruction. It is notorious that 
the first and second year after the abolition of the 
apprenticeship, not a crook-boy or cart-boy, or any 
other juvenile assistant in husbandry, could be ob- 
tained; the answer to every inquiry for little Jacky 
or Jemmy, was—‘ Sent em to school, massa; no want 
em to grow up in ignorance like a’ we.“ But this is 
not enough for our Colonial Secretary. He will put no 
faith in human nature—its good motives or aspirations. 
The newly-emancipated negro is to be bound in a 
new penal bond. Education is to be administered on 
compulsion—to be turned into an intellectual tread- 
mill. What effects this atrocious system, if fully 
carried out, will produce upon the independence of 
the Creole population, and how far it may become a 
new engine of oppression in the hands of the planters, 
we will not now stop to inquire. One thing is 
evident enough from the development of these ten- 
dencies—that men who in so gratuitous a manner 
violate the constitution, and do violence to the senti- 
ments and convictions of the people, are unfit to be 
entrusted with political power. At all events, Dis- 
senters can never again put faith in Whig professions 
of attachment to “ civil and religious liberty.” 


AN “ AssoctaTION FOR THE PromoTION oF PoLiTIcaL 
Procress has been formed by the Liberals and Free- 
traders of Liverpool, the objects of which are :—1. The 
extension of the suffrage. 2. The protection of the 
Voter in its exercise. 3. The limitation of the dura- 
tion of Parliament to three years. 4. The abolition 


of all commercial monopolies. 5. The abolition of all 
religious monopolies. 


tation to the Government. 


MOVEMENT AGAINST THE 
GOVERNMENT SCHEME OF EDUCATION. 


| MEETING OF THE 
CONGREGATIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


A special meeting was held at the Congregational 
Library, on Thursday morning last, at ten o’clock, con- 
vened by the Congregational Board of Education, to 
consider what steps should be taken at this important 
juncture in reference to the scheme of education as set 
forth in the minutes of the Committee of Council. 
There were present a large number of influential min- 
isters and lay gentlemen, not only from London and its 
vicinity, but from various parts of the country. 

Amongst the ministers present were the following :— 
Messrs. James Parsons, York; Dr. Vaughan, Richard 
Fletcher, James Griffin, and Richard Jones, Manches- 
ter; Professor Walter Scott, Airedale College; Profes- 
sor Stowell, Rotherham College; Dr. Hoppus, Dr. W. 
Smith, Dr. Carlile, T. Binney, J. Blackburn, Dr. Reed, 
Algernon Wells, J. Burnet, A. Tidman, Thomas James, 
George Smith, John Yockney, Charles F. Vaudry, 
George Wilkins, John Stoughton, J. J. Freeman, T. 
Aveling, George Rose, Samuel Martin, W. S. Palmer, 
C. Dukes, Edward Mannering, and George Vernall, 
London; John Ely and Thomas Scales, Leeds; John 
Kelly, Liverpool; T. W. Davids, Colchester; Andrew 
Reed, Norwich; John Curwen, Plaistow; R. S. Bay- 
ley, Sheffield; E. Price, Sheerness; John Barfitt, Grant- 
ham; J. Simpson, Erith; James Ellis, Swanscombe ; 
Samuel Le Blond, Camberwell; W. S. Ford, Alresford ; 
John E. Judson, Linfield; Thomas Rees, Reigate ; 
Thomas K. De Verdon, Josiah Viney, London; N. 
Hopwood, Thatcham; J. Adey, Southwark; John 
Phillips, Anglesea ; J. Davis, Upper Clapton; J. God- 
kin, Ireland; D. Griffiths, Hay; W. Smith, Dartford ; 
Matthew Lewis, Bangor; Henry Richard, Robert Lit- 
tler, W. Tyler, London; Robert Ashton, Putney; W. 
Davis, Hastings; James Mirams, Kennington; John 
Hayden, High Wycombe; John Pulling, Deptford ; T. 
C. Hine, Plymouth; John Hall, Cheshunt; John Gill, 
Stourbridge ; and Charles Williams, Camberwell. 

Amongst the laymen present were: W. * 
key. Samuel Morley, John ag: Mills, D. W. 
Wire, Joshua Wilson, Joseph East, Thomas M. Coombs, 
Josiah Conder, Chas. Reed, Henry Rutt, Ed w. Swaine, 
Henry Dunn, Wm. Toser, Josh. Crane, Chas. Miall, 
London; Robert Milligan, Bradford; Henry Forbes, 
Bradford; Edward Baines, jun., Leeds; John Crossley, 
Halifax; W. Willans, Huddersfield; Geo. Leeman, 
York; Jno. Wm. Smith, Sheffield; Charles Robertson 
and Jas. Stitt, Liverpool; W. Tyce, Sopley; Jno. 
Wade, Leeds; W. D. Alexander, Stoke Newington; 
Joseph Dixon, Stebbing ; Edward V. Walford, Joseph 
Dawson, John Finch, W. Clark, — Duthoit, H. Ed- 
wards, G. Knox, T. E. Parson, W. Greg, Geo. Wilson, 
J. Jennings, of London, &c., &c, 

The chair was occupied by Charles Hindley, Esq., 
M. P 


The feeling of the meeting, comprising ministers and 
gentlemen from so many parts of the country, against 
the Government plan of education was strong and 
unanimous; and, though there was not perfect una- 
nimity on the question of abstract principle, yet the 
majority was so large in favour of the entire repudiation 
of all Government interference with education, and the 
gentlemen who differed came so extremely near the 
majority in principle, that ultimately the resolutions 
passed nemine contradicente. It will be seen from the 
eighth resolution (which, with the others, will be found 
in our advertising columns) that they proceeded on the 
principle of deprecating all Government support or in- 
terference in education. 

H. Fores, Esq., of Bradford, said that on Wednes- 
day a deputation from Yorkshire waited upon the Go- 
vernment, and that Mr. Scales would state what took 
place. Mr. T. Scares, of Leeds, rose to state the pur- 
— of the interview. He alluded to what steps had 

een taken at Leeds, and of the „ Deeg of a depu- 
Lord John Russell imme- 
diately appointed yesterday. They were received most 
courteously by the Premier, the Marquis of Lansdowne, 
and Lord Morpeth. [Here a long discussion ensued, 
in which several gentlemen took part, and it was con- 
sidered of great importance that the conversation which 
ensued, in reference to the interview with the Govern. 
ment, should be considered strictly confidential ; and 
a request was made that no report should be given of it. 

The first resolution having been formally moved an 
seconded, considerable discussion ensued upon it. J. 
R. MiIIs, Esq., said that the resolution did not, he 
thought, sufficiently state what the Congregational body 
had done for the promotion of education. 

Mr. A. WELLs observed that a general resolution, ex- 
pressive of what the Congregationalists generally had 
done in reference to education, would be much better 
than confining it to a statement of what had been done 
by the board. Dr. Vavauan observed that it would be 
well to state that Protestant Dissenters had been the 
first and most liberal promoters of education in this 
country ; and also to mention the amount raised by the 
Congregational body since the constitution of the 
board (£120,000). A. Hanxey, Esq., said that the 
sum named did not, he felt assured, at all indicate the 
amount which had been expended by the body in 
the promotion of education. Many sums which had 
been expended had not been reported to the board. 
The CuAlnMAx said that the resolution noticed princi- 
pally what had been done in connexion with the board. 
After some further discussion, Mr. WELLS read the first 
resolution, expressing the opinion that the Congrega- 
tional body had given full proof of their desire to extend 
education, by the outlay of a very large sum of money, 
and that they had ever been its most strenuous sup- 
porters. The resolution was then put and carried unaui- 
mously. 


Mr. Arnsire read th d luti al 
: o second resolution, depreca 
of the Government scheme, and of their decided ae. 
tion to any Government interference. Mr. J. PARSONS 
could hardly imagine that any difference of opinion 
could exist as to the obnoxiousness of the measure: he 
hoped that the resolutions objecting to the details might 
— a passed, — — to the on 
of the great principle involved. The resol 
then deferred for the resent. ronan 
Mr. Ainstig read the third resolution, strongly ob- 
jecting to the Government scheme on the ground of its 
unconstitutional character, as being calculated to sub- 
vert the civil and religious liberties of the 0. 
E. Bangs, Esq., most cordially moved A resolution, 
and said that he wished to correct an error into which 
he had fallen in his letter to Lord Lansdowne. The 
Committee of Council had been constituted by the 
Queen in 1839, not by an act of Parliament. A motion 
was made by Lord Stanley, in the Commons, for the 
dissolving of this committee, but it was lost by a ma- 
— of two votes, while an address from the House of 
Js was carried to the Queen upon the subject. He 
objected to it as one of the most unconstitutional mea- 
sures of modern times [loud cheers]. 


Dr. Vavonax then addressed the meeting as follows : 
I am here to-day to join with my brethren—to join 
with them to the full—in protesting against this pro- 
posed measure of the Committee ‘of Privy Council on 
the matter of popular education—here for the p 
of being one with you in the use of all constitutional 
means for resisting this scheme, and for putting a com- 
plete end to it. It is a measure in which the State 
recognizes religious education as a matter to be sus- 
tained by og taxation, and to be subject to and 
regulat y State authority. Its design is, and its 
necessary effect must be, to set up a new religious 
establishment in favour of schoolmasters, by the side 
of the old one in favour of clergymen. It is provided 
that its schoolmasters, connec with the Church of 
England schools, shall all be religious teachers—teachers 
of the religion of the Church of England, and that they 
shall not only be recognized by the State as such, but 
paid by the State as such. This religious teaching, 
moreover, is not left to be optional in the case of any of 
the children ; but the thing contemplated is, that to re- 
ceive the religious instruction shall be indis ble in all 
cases to obtaining any share in the general instruction. 
Thisscheme, Sir, in the very material parts of it Ihave now 
mentioned, is totally at variance with the course which 
it has appeared to me to be practicable for the Govern- 
ment to take on this question. My principle has been, 
that the os of Government must be restricted to 
the general education, and not be extended in any wa 
to the religious education. But this different course, it 
seems, is the only one which Lord Lansdowne and the 
Se deem open to chem. The authorities of 
our Established Church, it appears, are not disposed to 
submit to any modification or limitation of the religious 
teaching in their schools, to please Queen, Parliament, 
or Privy Council. Their schools must be as much 
Church of England Establishments, as their parish 
churches are. ‘Their schools, too, at this very time, 
amount, it is said, to some 9,000. From a fund thus 
applied, not a Committee of one Dissenting school in a 
hundred could, I feel assured, think for a moment of 
applying. To establish this scheme, accor 7. 
would be to extend an enormous bounty to the Church- 
man, and to inflict an enormous upon the Dis- 
senter, from the one end of England to the other. The 
Churchman would take the aid nearly everywhere, the 
Dissenters could take it scarcely anywhere. To such 
a project, I could not be, in any sense, a party, without 
violating my sense of duty as an Englishman, and as 
a Nonconformist. I am not here 8 to read an 
recantation of what I have said elsewhere. I sti 
hold substantially to the views I have expressed as to 
the educational wants of this country. I still feel, also, 
that, were I living in the free states of New England, 
I should be a zealous supporter of the district schools 
which exist there for the secular instruction of the 
a 7 But recent experience has convinced me that, 
in Old England, nothing of the kind is practicable, that 
would not, in its working, be rather injurious than 
beneficial, So long as our Church Establishment exists, 
so long our State agency in regard to education must take 
along with it the whole principle of a religious establish- 
ment, with all its error, favouritism, and injustice. It 
may be said that Dissenters teach their religion in their 
day-schools. They do; but if they so mix their gene- 
ral and religious teaching, that the children who re- 
ceive the one must receive the other, then they are no 
more entitled to look for aid from general taxation than 
the schools mentioned as connected with the Church of 
England, The fact that all Churchmen and the great 
majority of Dissenters insist alike on conducting their 
day-school education after this manner, shuts them 
alike out from becoming recipients of public money 
in aid of what they do as educators of the people. My 
hope has been, as you know, that some course might 
be devised by which the agency of the State might 
be made to act as a wholesome stimulus to volun- 
tary effort in this field of labour. But I now utterly 
despair of K of the sort; and my convic- 
tion is, after the most serious thought I have been 
able to bring to the subject, that we must, as Noncon- 
formists, from henceforth abandon all thought of looking 
to the State for aid in this work. It must now be our 
fixed resolve that ali we do in education shall be done 
wholly by ourselves ; and, in all justice, we may insist 
that what is done in this way by our neighbours, ehould 
be done after the same manner—done by themselves. 
Supposing any measure of the kind to be desirable, 
there are, no doubt, provisions in these Minutes of 
Council which are good; but their most material pro- 
visions are so thoroughly bad, that all thought of mend- 
ing the details is useless. So long as the purpose of the 
scheme is to set up a new race of State-recognized and 
State-paid religious teachers, and, so — as we learn 
from Lord Lansdowne that this is the only ſorm which 
any statesman could permit the measure to take, 80 
long the conclusion must be clear as daylight to the con- 
sistent Dissenter, that popular education ceases to be 
a department proper to be taken up by our civil 
Government. It will, perhaps, be asked, But can 
you hope to see the educational wants of the people 
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evertaken without such ey?“ Better, certainly, 
than with such agency, if it is to be exercised in 
the manner proposed, The effect of such a scheme 
would be to do much more towards kindling be- 
tween all parties a treblefold animosity, than to abate 
the evils of popular ignorance. Our smaller towns have 
already a large amount of spparatus for education. The 
improvement needed there is mostly an improvement of 
quality rather than of quantity. Our large towns and 
cities are the departments where there is most destitu- 
tion. Upon our towns and cities all religious parties 
aet conjointly or separately with much more effect than 
they have yet done, towards overtaking the evil; and 
only let a highly improved state of things be exhibited 
in our larger or smaller towns, and through our more 
populous districts, and this would be sure to act most 
wholesomely on our nobility, gentry, and clergy, to 
whom the agricultural districts pertain almost as a 
patrimony, Seeing we are shut up to this course, we 
must look to it hopefully, and resolve on arming a new 

anization and new enterprise in favour of the object 
—— us. We all feel alike, that what we want is an 
instructed people; and we must, I think, all feel that it 
would be better, far better, that we should be a self- 
instructed people, than that we should be, even in part, 
a State-instructed people, if such a state of things can 
only be realized. To this et we must now give 
ourselves thoroughly, steadily, perseveringly [loud 


Atter some further discussion the resolution was 
adopted, the only dissentient being Mr. Binnxy, who 
— 4 he could not share the alarm of his brethren. He 
did not think the expense would be so great as was 
calculated, for, by so much the more education was 
enforced, by so much the — ee | for policemen and 
stipendiaries would be reduced. Nor did the Church 
of Englandism of the measure give him concern ; he 
believed the Church of England would destroy herself 
by these measures, Upon the ground of the uncon- 
stitutional character of the measure, he would give, 
however, to it his decided opposition, 

The remaining resolutions, up to the eighth, were 
moved, seconded, and carried in the order they are 
mentioned elsewhere. 

e eighth resolution having been read pro formd, 
Mr, Key, of Liverpool, moved an amendment, which, 
with some verbal alterations, was finally adopted. He 
confessed that he had not always held the opinions to 
which he was now about to give uttcrance; he had be- 
come a convert; and now as a decided voluntary he was 
about to act. He had somewhat reluctantly arrived at 
the conclusion, but he had no other hope now but in 
the voluntary principle; and it was to him quite evi- 
dent, that 3 they were prepared to be bound hand 
and ſoot, they must resolve that there should be doubt 
no longer as to its power and capabilities for effecting 
the great work of education. If Dissenters did not do 
it, the Government would; and all would go wrong. 

Mr, J. Bugnet seconded the amendment. He did 
think with Mr. Kelly. It was time to have done with 
hesitation; for his part he had. Government had dis- 
played no honest intention to help the people to edu- 
cate themselves. But a few weeks ago, and in both 
Houses, the leaders said they had no plan of education, 
and yet it was prepared and in their custody till the 
fitting time arrived. Was this upright conduct? Could 
we trust them? Of course, they meant they had no 
bill. We wish they had had one, for the rejection of 
it would have been more complete; but it is only a 
grant. The course he had ever taken with regard to 
religion he was now prepared to take in reference to 
education. Let this measure pass, and the community 
will be the slaves, while the Government is the master; 
and they who style themselves the public servants will 
become our rulers and task-masters. He regarded the 
attempt as a step towards that complete system of cen- 
tralization so idolized by our Government, 

Mr. Swaine dissented entirely from the amendment 

posed. His views had undergone no change, and he 
had heard nathing to lead him to doubt the accuracy of 
his carefully-formed conclusions. 

Dr. Vaueuan contended for harmony. He was pre- 

red to say, have done with all Government aid; but 
he could not pledge himself, that in no case whatever 
would he re-consider his opinion. He did believe, 
that while there was an Established Church in this 
country, there could be no hope of any measures which 
msg acceptable to Dissenters. 

Mr, Barnes felt some alarm at the proposed alteration, 
which, for the sake of r would exclude the 
principle which was intended to be the ground of the 
resolution. His friend, Dr. Vaughan, did not go to the 
extent of the principle, and the proposal would reduce 
the whole matter to a mere question of expediency, 
He had hoped that Dr. Vaughan would be prepared— 
admitting, as he did, the failure of Government in this 
instance—to throw up the idea of Government aid alto- 
gether, and for ever. Dr. Vaughan, however, did not 
take this step, and yet, how near he came to the mark. 
He admits, that while an Established Church exists, it 
is impossible ; surely then he might take our principle. 
If not, how were the public to understand our meaning? 
It was the broadness of the principles that would be- 
come the foundation of a victorious resistance. It was 
the want of affirming this principle that had brought on 
all this mischief. Suppose they aid admit Government 
aid in any degree; they could not stop there, they 
could not avoid going to the utmost extreme. They 
did allow an order in Council before, and now they had 
a most complete and gigantic measure, A measure so 
monstrous, so full of Government patronage, had never 
been known. ‘They must go back and assert the true 
principle. Government had no right to interfere. 

Mr. Binney could not concur in the resolution. He 
did believe that there was to be found somewhere a 
panacea for all our woes, and that was a Government 
measure carefully prepared. Whatever the education 
was, truth must prevail. Mr. Binney's remarks 
evidently did not meet with the approbation of the 
meeting. : 

Mr. Watrer Scorr had been of Dr. Vaughan’s 
opinion, but now saw reason for changing it. 

Mr. James Parsons, of York, supported the amend- 
ment in an able speech :—He had high respect for the 


men who proposed this scheme; but when he looked 


nee khe corruption and 
bribery, he could only liken the scheme to one proposed 
by Jesuitical Churchmen or apostate Dissenters. It 
was an attempt to entrap us. He regarded this mea- 
sure as a rude, direct, and violent attempt upon the 
parents of the children of our schools. They were re- 
spectable people, and not the degraded and abject. 
Theirs were inherent rights, and sacred too. This 
measure would have an emasculating tendency upon all 
the voluntary efforts of the country. He looked at the 
question as a minister, and felt that it must affect his 
charge. He regarded it with much dismay. He would 
aceept no bribe—God forbid. Should he see his 
school and congregation suffer, he would mourn— 
bitterly mourn; but he never would regret that he took 
the ground of high principle. He did consid@r the 
voluntary principle as the only hope for the evange- 
lization and civil liberty of the country. 
„After some further discussion, the amendment was 
carried nem. con. 

It was further resolved to draw up a Petition to be 

resented to the First Lord of the Treasury by Dr. 

ed, Messrs. A. Wells, R. Ainslie, with Messrs. J. R. 
Mills and S. Morley. It was resolved that the Board 
be commissioned to oppose the Government measure, 
and to send a deputation to any Central Committee that 
might be formed. 

The meeting closed at five o'clock, having met at 
ten a.m. 


at the patronage, the depende 


FORMATION OF A CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


A meeting of the decided opponents of State inter- 
ference with education, of various denominations, was 
convened on Friday morning, Feb. 26th, at 60, Pater- 
noster-row, to meet Mr. E. Baines, jun., and other 
gentlemen from the country, to confer on the best 
means of carrying out a vigorous and efficient oppo- 
sition to the proposed measures of the Government, 
Among others present, we/observed Drs. Reed, Jenkyn, 
and Cox; Messrs. Hinten, Richard, Groser, Wadding- 
ton, Overbury, Curwen, Katterns, Green, and Eckett; 
J. Ely, and T. Scales, of Leeds; A. Reed, of Norwich. 
Also, Messrs. E. Baines, J. Conder, T. Thompson, H. 
Forbes, of Bradford; Willans, of Huddersfield; J. M. 
Hare, C. Reed, &c., &c. 

Dr. Cox was called to the chair, and (after prayer had 
been offered by Mr, Hinton), in a few brief sentences, 
characterized the Government measure as dangerous to 
the liberties and best interests of the people, and ob- 
served that the present was an important crisis in our 
history, demanding the prompt attention and energetic 
action of every consistent Noncouformist. 


Mr. J. Curnwen read the advertisement calling the 
meeting, and observed that the meeting had been called 
to receive the distinguished champion of voluntary 
education, Mr. E. Baines, jun. [cheers]. Mr. Curwen 
then read a series of resolutions, pointing out some of 
the most obnoxious parts of the proposed measure. 


Mr. E. Batnges, jun., was then introduced by the 
Chairman, amidst the hearty applause of the meeting. 
After expressing his pleasure at meeting such an as- 
sembly, he adverted to the steps which had been taken 
in Yorkshire to rouse public attention to the true cha- 
racter of the Government measure. He said that a de - 
putation had waited upon Lords John Russell, Lans- 
downe, and Morpeth, and from that interview he derived 
some encouragement, for he believed that the Govern- 
ment were profoundly ignorant of the tendency and 
extent of the plan ; it had evidently been drawn up by 
certain officials, without any reference whatever to the 
financial or other consequences. It had been submitted, 
he had no doubt, to the bishops and other dignitaries of 
the Established Church—hence their high approval of it. 
Mr. Baines then alluded to the formation of the Council 
on Education in 1839, which had been constituted by 
her Majesty in Council, At the time this was considered 
by many an unconstitutional mode of proceeding, and 
Lord Stanley moved to address the Queen for dissolving 
the committee; 273 voted for the motion, and 275 
against it, Lord Stanley’s motion being lost by the ma- 
jority of only two votes. In the House of Lords, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury also moved an address to the 
Throne, condemnatory of the Council of Education, as 
affecting the interests of the Church and of education ; 
and concluded by pointing out the strong constitutional 
objections entertained respecting the committee. ‘This 
address was carried by a majority of 229 to 118 [cheers]. 
What, said Mr. Haines, had become of the strong and 
insuperable objections of the bishops to the Council of 
Education? Had they not been abandoned on account 
of the enormous bribe now offered by the Government 
plan to the Established Church? [cheers.] The measure 
developed in the Minutes of Council provides for the 
erection of a new religious establishment out of the 
public funds [hear, hear]. ile again said that he felt 
confident the Government had not seen the full seo 
of their measure. Another cause for hope he saw in the 
movements going forward in London; the Deputies 
had met, and passed sound and strong resolutions ; the 
Congregational body had, also, at its meeting, yester- 
day, not only adopted resolutions condemning the mea- 
sure on practical grounds; but it had, also, resolved, 
nem. con., that it is not within the province of the civil 
Government to interfere with the education of the peo- 
ple [loud cheers]. He was not less gratified to find 
that Dr. Vaughan had come over within a hair's- 
breadth of their principle, and that he is found a strong 
opponent of the scheme [hear, hear]. Some parties 
eutertained, he said, great doubts as to the scope of the 
measure, alleging, that it was probable that this year 
the Government would not move for any larger educa- 
tional grant. This, however, ought not to allow any 
slacking of their opposition; for (said he) if the condi- 
tions on which gratuities to schoolmasters and others 
be complied with, will not the Government feel bound 
to provide the money? Besides, if this be, as it is as- 
serted to be, a measure to stimulate education, the plan 
must be worked out [hear, hear]. Mr. Baines then 
adverted to what would be the natural and probable 
working of it. If the evils they apprehended were only 
possible, as friends of liberty they still ought strongly 
to protest against it. He then noticed the extent to 
which the measure might be pushed. When Govern- 
ment money is to be obtained, who ever knew any lack 


| of striving to obtain it hear]? First, there will be the 


schoolmaster. How many school trustees and commit- 
tees find it difficult to raise £50 a year for their masters ; 
and how large a number of the National schoolmasters 
would become recipients of the State bounty? He asked 
them to look seriously at the inevitable consequences of 
the carrying out of this measure. He calculated the num- 
ber of schools which would probably be brought under the 
operation ot the :aeasure at 15,000, to which grants might 
be made to the masters of from £15 to £25 each ; the 
number of scholars at 1,500,000, from which might be 
selected one pupil-teacher from every twenty-five 
scholars, thus making no less than 60,000 stipendiary 
monitors, There would also be 1,400 retired school- 
masters, 4,500 teachers in Normal schools; add to 
which those to be engaged in cultivating gardens, &c. 
In addition to which must be added the cost of seventy- 
five inspectors at salaries from £300 to £500 each per 
annum, as well as the expense of a large establishment 
in London. He reckoned that no less than 88,000 
individuals would be brought under Government 
patronage. If for every twenty-five scholars there may 
be one pupil-teacher, will not every one of them hope 
to become such? [hear.] Will not every father be 
ready to say, If I send my son to a Naticnal school he 
may become a pupil-teacher, or if he should fail in that, 
he shall be appointed a gauger or exciseman [hear]? 
Nothing could be obtained without the inspectors and 
the clergy. Who would entrust the tablished 
clergy with such a power, when it is well-known 
that ecclesiastical despotism is the worst of de- 
spotisms? [loud cheers.] Should this scheme be 
carried out, more will be done to destroy liberty and 
the freedom of mind, than anything which has occurred 
for many years; therefore, as a friend of liberty, he 
was decidedly hostile to it [cheers]. It would tend to 
bring the schoolmaster into absolute dependence upon 
the Inspectors and the Established clergy, and thus 
make them abjectly servile. And what would be the 
effect upon the children? Slaves cannot be the educa- 
tors of freemen [loud cheers]. Prostrate the educator, 
and you prostrate the educated [hear, hear], He then 
adverted to the operation of the measure as it would 
affect Sunday-schools; observing that those schools 
which refused Government aid. would necessarily be 
placed at a great disadvantage. If, therefore, the Volun- 
tary Day- school suffer, will it not directly affect the in- 
terests of the Sunday-school? Where there is an oppor- 
tunity for every child to become a pupil teacher, paid by 
the State, will not parents generally send their children 
to those schools where such advantages can be realized ? 
If the Voluntary day-schools fail, so will the Sunday- 
schools [hear, hear]. But, said Mr. Baines, it has been 
stated, that children may go to the National school in 
the week, and to the Dissenting school on the Sunday. 
But would this be the case in working out this measure ? 
Certainly not. If boys and girls want to become pupil- 
teachers, they must obtain a certificate from the clergy 


and the Inspectors; and it must be well known that 


no such certificate will be given by a clergyman to a 
boy attending a Dissenting Sunday-school [hear, hear]. 
Let the children be withdrawn from our day and Sun- 
day-schools, and our congregations must be affected ; 
for it is from them they are replenished [hear]. Mr. 
Baines further observed, that if Parliament once voted 
the money on this foundation, the plan becomes irrevo- 
cable, as it will be alleged that the faith of Parliament is 
pledged to the schoolmasters, and the other parties inter- 
ested [hear]. He implored the meeting to look at the 
urgency of immediate and vigorous effort to defeat the 
measure. London had set a glorious example to the 
whole country in 1843, in promoting the defeat of the 
Factories Education Bill: let it do so again, and suc: 
cess is certain [cheers]. If you only will it, you can do 
it; thus resolved, and the defeat of the measure may be 
secured. They had surely fear enough and hope enough 
to rouse them to prompt, systematic, and vigorous ex- 
ertions, against a measure which seriously threatens 
both our civil and religious liberties. [Mr. Baines re- 
sumed his seat amid loud cheers. | 

Mr. R. Eckert moved the first resolution (for which, 
and the following, see advertisement), and expressed, 
in warm terms, his high sense of the labours of Mr. 
Edward Baines, jun., in the cause of free education. 
The evils he thought likely to result from the carrying 
out of the plan as developed in the Minutes of Council, 
could scarcely be exaggerated ; and he trusted that the 
country would be roused to prevent the carrying out of 
the measure [cheers], 

Dr. JENKYN, in seconding the resolution, observed 
that he had become, in that room, a convert to Mr. 
Baines’s views [a laugh]. He confessed that he had 
sympathized with the views which had been so ably 
propounded by Dr. Vaughan, in reference to what the 
Government might do to promote education. He had 
been enlightened by the speech of Mr, Baines, and 
heartily thanked him for his able exposure of the 
scheme. 

Dr. lieep recommended the immediate formation of 
a Central Committee in London, composed of indi- 
viduals connected with the various bodies who object to 
the scheme, with a view to expose its unconstitutional 
and dangerous character, and of combining the friends 
of civil and religious liberty in a resolute opposition to 
its adoption by Parliament [cheers]. 

Mr. A. Reep (of Norwich) hoped that the broad 
and unmistakeable ground should be taken of op- 
position to all State interference in education [cheers]. 
He was rejoiced to find that there was no division 
amongst us in reference to the Government scheme. 
Messrs. Baines and Vaughan were one in opposition to 
it [cheers]. 

Mr. J. M. Hane approved of the suggestion for the 
formation of a central committee, and that it shall seek 
the co-operation of representative members from various 
bodies opposing the measure, and suggested some altera- 
tion in the resolution for this purpose, which was 
adopted by the mover and seconder. 

afr. Wittans, of Huddersfield, remarked that, at 
Huddersfield, the Wesleyans were, he believed, to a 
man opposed to the Government scheme (cheers). At 
a meeting at which the superintendent minister was 
present, he expressed himself opposed to it, but spoke 
about seeking some modification of the measure. | 


A desultory conversation ensued, in which several 
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took part; after which the CHAIRMAN requested Mr, | Mr. Wire read a series of resolutions expressive of the Bishop) might be permitted to state that Ae 


Forbes, of Bradford, to kindly state what the deputa- | 
tion from Yorkshire had learned from the Government. | 
Mr. Forres, on rising, was warmly received; and he 
entered into a long statement, the purport only of 
which can be given. The deputation had been favoured 
with an interview with Lord J. Russell, the Marquis of 
Lansdowne, and Lord Morpeth, when they stated fully 
the strong objections they entertained to the measure, 
and that they objected to all State interference with 
education. He said that the Government could be 
under no mistake as to their real sentiments. He be- 
lieved that the Government were not aware of the real 
character and extent of the scheme, while they thought 
we were mistaken as to its tendency. Several members 
of Parliament also had been waited upon, some of 
whom exhibited great ignorance upon the subject. 

Mr. J. WapprineTon, Mr. Outver, Mr. J. H. Hinton, 
Mr. H. Ricuarp, Mr. G. Simmons, Mr. CnAkLES 
RRE D, Dr. Reep, and Mr. Tuomas Tuompson, briefly 
addressed the meeting, after which, the resolution was 
passed unanimously, as were also two others, one 
appointing a Committee, the other of thanks to Mr. E. 
Baines. 

Mr. T. Scares, of Leeds, (who, with Mr. J. he 
had just entered the room,) stated, that he and Mr. Ely 
had that morning had an interview with two leading 
Wesleyan ministers, and he believed he might say that 
the Wesleyans, as a body, would be prepared to move 
against the measure [cheers]. 

After thanks had been passed to the Chairman, the 
meeting separated. 


MANCHESTER. 


It will be seen from our advertising columns that a 
meeting of Protestant Dissenting ministers was held on 
Wednesday last, in the vestry of Mosley-street Chapel, 
for the purpose of considering the Government scheme 
of education recently announced, ‘The subject was dis- 
cussed calmly and at length; and, although all present 
did not entertain precisely the same opinions concerning 
the impropriety of the Legislature endeavouring to 
establish in the country a system of purely secular edu- 
cation, yet there was a unanimous and determined op- 
position expressed to the measure now before the 
country. The Rey. Dr. Vaughan said that it was well 
known that he had lately been engaged in a controversy 
concerning the great question of national education, 
and that, whilst he retracted nothing that he had 
advanced relative to what the Government might do, 
and ought to do, he was now thoroughly satisfied that 
there was no possibility of obtaining a just, impartial, 
and purely secular measure; and that the time had 
arrived in which the friends of conscience and of free- 
dom throughout the entire land should declare that 
education must no longer be interfered with by councils 
and legislatures, but left to the progress of the volun- 
tary principle. The rev. doctor was much applauded 
by his brethren during the course of his frank, manly, 
and decided speech. We understand that, speedily, a 
meeting ol influential laymen will be convened, and 
that measures will be taken, promptly and energetically, 
to resist this new aggression against the interests of 
civil and religious liberty.—AManchester Examiner. 


MOVEMENT IN YORKSHIRE. 


The central committee, appointed at the meeting of 
ministers and gentlemen held at Leeds, on ‘Thursday, 
the 18th ult., have vigorously carried into operation 
the powers entrusted to them. The resolutions of the 
meeting have been widely circulated throughout the 
county, but more especially in the West Riding. 
Committees have either been formed or are organizing, 
in all the principal towns; and from many of the 
smaller and more remote towns of the county, a hearty 
response has followed the appeal of the committee— 
instant and decided measures having been taken to 
oppose the Government plan. ‘The letter of Mr, E, 
Baines, jun., to Lord Lansdowne, developing the insidi- 
ous character and the ultimate and inevitable effects of 
that plan, should it be carried in all its integrity, having 
been printed in a cheap form, has been greatly in 
request, and several thousand copies are already in 
circulation. Meetings are projected in several large 
towns; at Huddersfield, Tuesday next is fixed for 
a general meeting of the Nonconformist congrega- 
tions of the town and neighbourhood, to consider the 
steps necessary on this new emergency. ‘There is every 
reason to believe, that if Ministers should resolve to 
proceed with the obnoxious measure, a very general 
and earnest resistance will be offered to it by the Dis- 
senters in the West Riding, and, indeed, throughout 
the county — an opposition, too, based on no narrow 
and partial grounds, but on the broad principle of non- 
interference by Government in the business of educa- 
tion. Arrangements have been made in Leeds for 
the delivery of lectures on the general question, and it 
is announced that the Rev. Dr. Hamilton will deliver a 


hostility of the deputies to the proposed plan, on the 
ground of its being in opposition to the principles of re- 
ligious freedom, associating, as it did, education with 
the doctrines of the Established Church, and carrying 
out the system by meaus of a paid army of teachers, 
who would be necessarily under the control of the 
clergy of the Church of England. [They will be found 
in our advertising ebe Mr. Mills, in moving the 
resolution, said, the object of the new plan was not to 
advance education, but to introduce a system which 
was to interfere with, and, if possible, supersede that so 
usefully in operation under the conduct of the various 
Dissenting bodies in this country. It was to the vari- 
ous Dissenters of England that the people generally 
were indebted for education, and the Church ha- 
ing become jealous of the exertions of those who im- 
parted a good religious and moral education, now 
attempted to thwart them by inducing the Govern- 
ment to carry out the plan laid before the House 
of Lords a few days since. He trusted, however, that 
the efforts now making by the Dissenting bodies all 
over the kingdom would deter the Government from 
proceeding to carry out so objectionable a plan as that 
recommended in the report of the Committee of Privy 
Council, The meeting was addressed by John Wilks, 
Esq., Wm. Stroud, M. b., W. A. Hankey, Esq., Robt. 
Lush, Esq., barrister, D. W. Wire, B. Hanbury, Geo. 
Offor, Jno. Bennett, Josiah Conder, G. J. Ovendon, N. 
Griffin, barrister, and J. M. Hare, Esqrs., Dr. Lankes- 
ter, Dr. Price, Wm. Rouse, and Wm. Gover, Esqrs., all 
of whom reprobated the efforts of the Government to 
force upon the N a plan of education which they 
said was subversive of the principles of religious free- 
dom. Inthe course of his speech, Mr. Wire said :— 
„The Government plan was evidently based upon the 
exclamation of the Pusevite priest, who said, ‘ Give me 
the children, and you may have as many of the adults 
as you please’ (hear, mang He was speaking 8 
to a French Deputy, and he said that, if the Englis 
desired to preserve their independence, they would 
place themselves in direct opposition to all interference 
on the part of the Government in the affairs of the peo- 
ple“ (hear, hear.] The resolutions were agreed to al- 
most without a dissentient voice. Thanks having been 
voted to the chairman, the meeting separated. 


THE BISHOP OF EXETER ON THE GOVERN- 

MENT EDUCATION SCHEME, 
At the annual meeting of the Exeter Diocesan Board 
of Education, on ‘Tuesday last, the chair was occupied 
by Bishop Philpotts, who, after the reading of the re- 
port, took occasion to make some observations on the 
educational measures proposed by the Marquis of Lans- 
downe. We extract the report from the Western 
Times :-- 


„There was something,“ said the Bishop, very re- 
markable in the period at which they met. It was a 
crisis, he rejoiced to say, of hope, and, he believed, of 
hope unmixed, It would not be in his estimation a 
crisis of hope unmixed, if he had not the fullest re- 
liance on the zeal and liberality of those whom he saw 
around him, and of many others who, though not here 
in person, were here in principle and in heart. For 
that reason, he was full of hope at the present crisis. 
lle believed the Church was now called upon by God 
to take its part in the exertions which must be made to 
decide whether this great country, and this great em- 
pire, should be a Christian country and a Christian 
empire, or should be abandoned to low and worldly in- 
fluences. He believed that, if they seized the oppor- 
tunity that was now given, and pressed forward in the 
cause of Christian education, with God’s help, they 
might hope that they should indeed see this their Zion 
rejoicing. He had said this was a crisis; and what was 
remarkable was, that the Government of the day had 
come forward to the country with an announcement of 
views which, he (the Bishop) had no hesitation to say, 


‘ was as- 
sured the Government would give as much as £50 per 
head for every person to be instructed in the normal 
schools, which, therefore, gave them one-half of that 
sum, or £6,000; and they were, also, to hope, on 
account of the mining county of Cornwall, for some 
considerable assistance from the National Society's 
Manufacturing and Mines special fund. . ._ , He 
had witnessed the eagerness with which many ex- 
cellent, highly talented, and highly principled, ung 
schoolmasters, had testified their desire of being ad- 
mitted into holy orders. He, therefore, had resolved 
for one, and he announced that resolution now, to be 
ready to receive candidates if recommended by the 
proper authorities—bating not a jot of theological quali- 
fications in his demands for them—but bating any re- 
quisition of the knowledge of Greek, satisfying himeelf 
with the knowledge of Latin, which the canons made 
imperative, and which, to that extent, he had a right 
to require. But he should ordain them as deacons, 
content to remain as deacons for an indefinite period, 
which they must expect to be a long period. He would 
not say to them, that You shall not rise; but “ you 
must be content—the Church wants young men like 
you, who will be willing and able to devote yourself to 
its labour in the lowest order of the Church; if you 
will undertake to do that, you shall be permitted to do 
so, but as you have undertaken it because you are 
schoolmasters, you must hold it still as schoolmasters.“ 
And it was the schoolmasters of pe ulous places, where 
there were large schools under t oe instruction, it was 
those alone whom he should think it right to appoint 
deacons. But with that exception, he should be at all 
times glad to receive recommendations from the training 
schools of their pupils as candidates for such a purpose. 


MEETING AT LEEDS IN FAVOUR OF THE 
MEASURE. 
The educational measures proposed by Government 
are likely to elicit a strong demonstration in their 
favour in Leeds, notwithstanding the efforts of a section 
of the Dissenters in the opposite direction, On Friday, 
a preliminary meeting of influential parties, Churchmen 
as well as Dissenters, and also differing in politics gene- 
rally, took place in the Philosophi hall, Leeds, and 
a committee, consisting of the following gentlemen, was 
appointed, to make arrangements for haldis a public 
meeting on an early day;—The Rev, Dr. a. the 
Rev. W. Sinclair, Mr, John Gott, Mr. H. C. Maraheli, 
the Rev. Edward Jackson, Mr. T. T. Dibb, the Rev. 
James Fawcett, the Rev. Charles Wicksteed, Mr. Hamer 
Stansfeld, and Mr, J. Richard Church. In addition to 
the gentlemen forming the committee, the following, 
amongst others, were present;—Mr. J. W. Tennant, 
Mr. P. Fairbairn, the Rev. Thomas Nunns, the Rev. 
B. Crosthwaite, Mr. Darnton Lupton, the Rev. R. Nor- 
ton, the Rev, George Hills, Dr, Pyemont Smith, Mr. 
J. D. Luccock (late Mayor of Leeds), the Rev. W. 
Milton, Mr. Martyn J. Roberts, Mr, George Ilyde, Mr, 
John Moorhouse, Mr, T. W. Tottie, the Rev. J. 
Cazenove, the Rev. C. S. Chermside, the Rev. J, M. 
Jephson, Mr. L. Oxley, and Mr. G. F. Harrison,— 
Times. — [ We believe the names in italics are all those 
of Unitarians.] 


— 
———V:ͤ— — — — — 


Tue Earvy-ciosina Soinzre at Manonesrern.—This 
magnificent reeunion, which takes place next Thurs- 
day, promises to excel, in interest and attraction, those 
brilliant gatherings which have so universally distin- 
guished the Manchester Athenmum. The tickets have 
acquired a most unprecedented demand; on several 
occasions during yesterday, the secretary's office was 
literally besieged. The presence of his Grace the Lord 
ay of Dublin, the Right Hon. Fox Maule, 
M.P., the Right Hon. Lord Alfred Paget, M.P., Gene- 
ral Sir De Lacy Evans, Bart., M. P., Dr, Reid, John 
Bright, Esq., M.P., Douglas Jerrold, Esq., John Saun- 
ders, Esq., and W. M. Thackray, Esq., will be suffi- 


had somewhat surprised, but had greatly gratified him, 
Ile saw in those resolutions an indication of a dispo- 
sition, on the part of the Government of the country, 
to sustain the Church in its exertions for the great 
cause which they were here met to serve. For 
that reason, I hope I shall be forgiven, if I ven- 
ture to express the opinion of an individual — and 
perhaps, rising from this chair, I ought to have been 
more backward in expressing it. I do urge that the 
meeting of this day will accept the offer of Government, 
and place its training scheols under the inspection of the 
Government inspector. It has happened recently within 
my own experience, to have one slight indication, but, 
to my mind, very satisfactory, of the sincere purpose of 
the Government, with regard to this question. A most 
excellent clergyman of this ‘diocese, who has recently 
come into it, but of whose merits I have had an oppor- 
tunity of forming a judgment, and who is one of the 
soundest Churchmen we have, little as he is known to 
this assembly—Mr. Tinling—has been recently ap- 


lecture in the school-room of East-parade Chapel, on 
Tuesday, the 16th of March; and Mr, Plint in the 
school-room of Belgrave Chapel, on ‘Tuesday, the 9th.— 
Leeds Mercury. 


Tue Baptists AND THE GOVERNMENT EpUCATIONAL 
ScHEME.—The committee appointed by the West Rid- 
ing Baptist Association to watch over civil questions 
affecting the interests of Dissenters during the intervals 
of the Association’s meetings, have addressed a note to 
each of the West Riding county and borough members, 
informing them that the Baptists whom they represent 
feel deep regret and alarm at the propositions of the 
Marquis of Lansdowne on education, and will feel it 
their duty to show their opposition in the most becom- 
ing, yet vigorous manner.—Lecds Times. 


SrRCIAL MEETING or DissENTING DEPUTIES FROM THE 


pointed to be one ot the inspectors by the Lord Chan- 
cellor; and simply and mercly because of the high 
character he has borne. That is one of the many indi- 
cations [ teel, that make me rely with confidence on 
the sincerity of the Government, in aiding us in our 
righteous cause. Viewing this matter in this light, I 
frankly confess that I wish in this great diocese, and in 
this great city, we had a larger establishment than the 
present schouls. I confess that, at this time, when the 
Government is making its offers thus largely, I should 
rejoice to sce that we were anxious to claim our full share 
of their liberality.” ‘The Bishop then went on to say 
that he should rejoice to see the Normal school, which 
had, he believed, only twenty-two or twcnty-three 
pupils, increased to the complement of which an elli- 
cient school could consist. ‘That was a hundred, he 
believed, the number in the normal schools which Go- 
vernment proposed to establish, where there were to be 
a hundred candidates for the office of teachers in work- 


TurxgeE DeNnominations.—A numerous meeting of the 
Protestant Dissenting Deputies of the three denomina- 


tions, Presbyterian, Independent, and Baptist, was held 
on Wednesday, at the King’s Head tavern, in the 


oultry, for the purpose of considering the proposed 
Government measures for education. The chair was 


taken at three o’clock by J. Remington Mills, Esq. 


house and prison schools. Now, there was no place 
probably better situated for having a normal school of 
this complete size than this city; and he (the Bishop) 
hoped that the county would meet, that the diocese 
would meet, and that they would not be behind 
other districts in meeting the case with a liberality 


cient to afford extraordinary attraction to the antici- 
ated evening. As no definite reply, however, has 
een received from the Right Hon. Lord Brougham, 
and the committee are waiting the reply of the Right 
Hon. Sir Robert Peel, Bart., M.P., the official an- 
nouncement will yet remain undecided, Earl Ducie 
is to preside.—Manchester Times, [In addition to the 
above, we may mention, that the chief magistrates of 
Manchester, Salford, Liverpool, Leeds, Chester, and all 
the principal towns in that vicinity, have consented to 
act as vice presidents on the occasion, in connexion 
with some of the leading merchants and tradesmen in 
Manchester. | 


CoMMITTAL OF A PuHysIcIAN FoR MANSLACGHTER.— 
Dr. Cronin, an English apothecary, holding a diploma 
of Medicine from the University of Giessen, in Ger- 
many, has been committed for trial by Mr, Coroner 
Wakley, on a verdict f Manslaughter,’’ A patient 
of Dr. Cronin’s, Miss Sarah Ellen Collier, who resided 
at Camden-town, had died instantaneously after taking 
a dose of medicine containing bitter almond water—a 
drug of equivocal recognition by the * 
and of varying strength. At the inquest, Mr. Wakley 
stated that che diplomas of Giessen are to be purchased 
for money. Dr. Cronin was committed to Newgate, 
but has since been liberated on bail. 


Loss oF THE Brecuin CAs TL, AND TWENTY-FOUR 
Lives.—The Brechin Castle, bound from Adelaide in 
South Australia, to Swansea, has been lost off the 
latte: port. It is supposed that the vessel struck, on 
Thursday or Friday night last week, on the Helwick 
Sands, fourteen miles from Swansea. Only a vestige 
of the hull was visible; and the fate of the vessel and 
people has been too truly told by the wreck and bodies 
washed ashore. ‘The crew were sixteen in number, 
and there were eight passengers: all have been lost. 
The mail-bag was picked up on the beach, One of 
the bodies, that of a seaman, had a life-buoy attached 
to it. Both the ship’s boats have been found shattered, 
he cause of the disaster is e to be, that a 
light-ship which had been recently placed on the Hel- 
wicks was mistaken for the Mumbles light at the head 
of the bay. The ship and cargo were valued at £20,000, 


It is reported that Lord Brougham is about to publish 


proportionate to the occasion. But he (the 


Ja translation of Dante, which he wrote during his youth. 
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THE MIRROR OF PARLIAMENT. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC DISABILITIES, 

In the House of Commons on Wednesday, Mr. War- 
son moved the second reading of the Roman Catholic 
Relief Bill. Its principle was, that no man should be 
— 43 to penal laws for the exercise of his religion; 

it proposed to remove those traces of the penal 
ts 


enactmen inst Roman Catholics which had been 
left by the Catholic Emancipation Act in 1829, and 


which have been strangely called the safeguards of 
the Established Church. With the assistance of Sir 

Peel, some further clearance was effected in 
1844. Mr. Watson mentioned some cases of penal en- 
actments ‘still unrepealed. Under the Ist Elizabeth, 
cap. 1, to deny the supremacy of the Sovereign subjects 
the offender, for the first offence, to forfeiture—for the 
second, to the penalty of premunire—for the third, to 
death. About ten years after the act was passed, a man 
was condemned to death at Winchester, by Chief Baron 
Manwood, for praising an old doctrinal book of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Now this enactment is quite 
needless, because the supremacy of the Sovereign rests 
on the common law of England. Another surviving 
enactment forbids a bull to be sent over to a Roman 
Catholic bishop. Such he proposed to repeal ; also 
those enactments prohibiting processions in the — 
street, and imposing the obsolete penalty of banishment 
on persons observing the duties of the regular clergy; 
but he should not object to their being modified in com- 
mittee. He did not ask the bill as a concession to 
Roman Catholics, but as a concession to Protestants, 
who are disgraced while such enactments remain on 
the statute-book.. 

Sir Rosert Ixorm opposed the motion, as tending 
to destroy the securities reserved to the Protestant 
Church by the bill of 1829. He denied that the 
Roman Catholics sustain any practical inconvenience ; 
for although the pe er is retained the penalties are 
not enforced, and Mr. Watson was obliged to go back 
to the Winchester case for an instance. At the time 
of the Emancipation Act, Mr. Frankland Lewis, then 
first Commissioner of Education, said that ample 
security was taken to prevent the increase of Jesuits 
in this country. It is notorious that they have in- 
creased. As to the processions, would it be endurable 
that the host should be paraded about the streets? 
He called upon the House to confirm its decision of 
last year; and moved as an amendment that the bill 
be read a second time that day six months. 

The original motion was supported by Mr. BIcx RAM 
Escort, Mr. Macavutay, Mr. Surrx O' BRIEN, Mr. Jonx 
O' Cox NAIL, Lord GROnOR Bentinck, and the Earl of 
Arvunpst and Surrey. The amendment was sup- 

rted by Colonel Sistuorp, Mr. Fincu, Mr. Sroonxn, 

. Newpgcats, Mr. Law, and Mr. Govtsurn. 


Mr. Escorr declared that the pains and penalties 
effect no useful purpose whatever. They bring in no 
funds for the support of the Established Church; do 
not prevent conversions to the Roman Catholic Church. 
Instead of looking to the times of Queen Mary, Sir 
Robert Inglis should look to the individual now sitting 
in St. Peter’s chair, who is teaching a lesson to the 
sovereigns of Europe in the exercise of government. 


Mr. Macavutay asked whether it was really the in- 
tention of the House that every Roman Catholic in 


land should be subject to fine and imprisonment 
for a Roman Catholic ?— 
Sup 


pose Dr. Wiseman were to preach a sermon on the 
text, Thou art Peter,“ treating it in the sense in which 
it is understood by the whole Roman Catholic Church, is it 
seriously meant that the Attorney-General should be obliged 
to prosecute Dr. Wiseman for teaching and enforcing this 
doctrine? And if Dr. Wiseman were sent to Newgate for 
preaching that sermon, is there one man in this House who 
could say that it would be justifiable? I venture to sa 
there is not. Here, then, you have an enactment whic 
this bill proposes to repeal. 

The act against the importation of bulls, writings, or in- 
etruments, or other superstitious things, was repealed, ‘‘ so 
far only as the same imposes the penalties or punishments 
therein mentioned ;’’ but it was, also, expressly declared 
that there was nothing in the act to “ authorize, or render 
it lawful, for any person or persons to import, bring in, or 
put in execution within this realm, any such balls, writings, 
or instruments; and that, in all respects, save as to the 
said penalties or punishments, the law shall continue the 
same as if this enactment had not been made.“ The effect 
of this is to leave the bringing in a bull, a rescript, or an 
Agnus Dei into this kingdom, subject to tine and imprison- 
ment, as for a misdemeanour. In one of the debates on 
the subject, Mr. Spooner declared that he could not recon- 
cile to his conscience the repeal of a law which made those 
who brought in bulls from Rome liable to be hanged, drawn, 
and quartered. ‘‘Is it really meant to continue legislating 
for the Roman Catholics so as to prevent their importing a 
crucifix from Rome without being liable to pains and 
penalties? Is it really meant to maintain that law ?” 


Mr. Macaulay was opposed, however, to repealin 
the prohibition against processions, because it woul 
lead to violations of decency, and disturbances of the 
public peace. 

I am convinced that no procession could pass through the 
streets without something occurring that must be offensive 
to the feelings of every Roman Catholic. I think few pro- 
cessions could take place without leading to disturbance or 
breach of the peace. Religious processions are not allowed 
in India; though, if there is a tolerant Government on the 
face of the earth, I think it is the Government of India; yet 
they constantly prohibit the processions of the Mahometans, 
when such processions would he dangerous to the public 

ace from the risk of collision with the followers of Ali and 

mar; and I must say that I have no objection to any law 
that prevents the celebration in public of Roman Catholic 
rites which when celebrated in public are likely to be 
celebrated amidst ciycumstances of indecency or outrage. 
As to religiois societies, he saw no objection to a 
system of registration— 

I cannot think that the religious orders of the Church of 
Rome could object to that. My objection is to enacting a 
punishment against a man for being a Franciscan; but it is 
not punishing a man for being a Franciscan to oblige him 
to tel the country that he is one. Sir, with respect to the 
Jesuits, I am far from giving credit to all the idle scandal 
that may be wandering over England or France about them ; 
but I say that, if a person who is a Jesuit, is found mingling 


in society, and disguising the fact that he is so, such a per- 
son would be a just object of suspicion to the heads of fami- 
lies with whom he associates, that be is there for the pur- 
poses of conversion. Therefore I think that it is desirable 
there should be some system of registration, under which it 
shall be known who are and who are not members of re- 
ligious orders in this country. 


Mr. Smitu O’Brien mentioned a practical grievance: 
Sir Michael O' Loghlen ought to have been the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland; but he was deprived of that 
honour because he was a Roman Catholic. 

Mr. Finck felt bound to resist what would establish 
an imperium in imperio. He would give the right of 
toleration to every other church in existence except 
the Roman Catholic Church [“ Hear!“ and laughter]. 
He would except them, because they were opposed to 
the royal prerogative, and opposed to the independence 
of every other church in existence; and that was the 
reason why he would make that distinction. 

Mr. Spooner insisted, at great length, that Mr. 
Macaulay had misrepresented him; but without esta- 
blishing his case very clearly. The Protestant principle 
is the true principle of the constitution. 

We are daily losing our Protestant character; and I be- 
lieve, in my conscience, that is one of the causes which have 
brought down on this afflicted nation the judgment of Al- 
mighty God [cries of Oh! oh! ]. 

He did not wish to press his opinion upon the House. 

Mr. NewpecaTe observed that it had been neces- 
sary to exclude the Jesuits from all other countries. 

Gronda BENTINCK mentioned examples of 
ractical grievance. In 1837 a cause was tried before 
rd Langdale, in which a rent charge upon an estate 
at Stone Croft, in Northumberland, enjoyed by a 
Roman Catholic priest and certain Roman Catholic 
poor, was decided to be contrary to the penal statutes, 
and was forfeited to the Crown. So great was that 
ievance, that, he believed, the late Government of 
ir Robert Peel felt obliged to make a new grant of the 
rent-charge. Funeral service cannot be performed over 
Roman Catholics buried in churchyards—that is, in the 
open air. When Mr. O'Connell went to chapel in 
Dublin as Lord Mayor, he was obliged to strip off his 
robes at the chapel-door. As a member of the order of 
St. Francis, Father Mathew is liable to banishment. 

Sir Ropert PERL would vote for the second reading, 
and would support part of the bill; but he could not 
assent to other parts. He would cordially support those 
which went to abolish statutes that are practically ob- 
solete; but he wag not prepared to interfere with the 
settlement of 1829. He would not bind himself to a 
literal adherence to every portion of that measure, but 
but he would substantially maintain its principles: for 
instance, he would not permit Roman Catholic prelates 
to assume the titles of Protestant sees. He would not 
repeal the enactment against processions. Mr. Macau- 
lay said that he would retain it for the purpose of satis- 
fying the public mind: upon the same ground Sir 
Robert contended for the importance of the other pro- 
visions of the act of 1829; they were introduced to 
satisfy the Protestant mind, and for that reason they 
ought to be continued. 

n a division, the amendment was negatived by 102 
to 99; and the bill was read a second time. 


IRISH TENANT RIGHT. 


On Thursday, Mr. SHarMAN CrawrorD moved for 
leave to bring in a bill to secure the rights of occupying 
tenants in Ireland, and thereby to promote the improve- 
ment of the soil and the employment of the labouring 
classes. Having discussed the subject very fully on a 
recent occasion, he now treated it very briefly. He 
calculated that the measure would put in active cir- 
culation £6,000,000, and give increased employment to 
1,911,000 people. It is known that, in this time of dis- 
tress, the deposits of the farmers in the savings-banks 
are doubled. Lacking security for improvements, the 
farmers put their money by; but give right of tenure, 
and the money would be em — upon the land. 

Mr. LanoucHERE observed that, as Government in- 
tended to introduce a bill on the same subject, any ob- 
servations he might have to make had better be deferred 
to chat occasion. Meanwhile, he willingly assented to 
the introduction of Mr. Crawford's bill. Leave granted. 


POOR-RATES IN IRELAND. 


On the same day, Mr. Crawrorp moved the second 
reading of his Poor-rates (Ireland) Bill; the object of 
which is to enforce payment of rates. It relieved the 
tenant from obligation to pay the landlord’s rates; and 
if the landlord did not pay, a receiver would be ap- 
pointed to collect the rents and deduct the rates. 

Colonel Conotiy and Captain Jones suggested diffi- 
culties in the working of such a measure; but Sir G. 
Guer said, that the principle—the division of landlords’ 
and tenants’ rates—was so good, that the adjustment of 
the details had better be discussed at a future stage. 
The bill was also supported’ by Mr. Pouteit Schorn 
and Mr. Bickuam Escorr.— Read a second time. 


THE DUCHY OF LANCASTER. 


In the House of Lords, on Friday, Lord SraxLET 
called for explanation why five new councillors had 
been appointed for the Duchy of Lancaster— 


The noble chancellor of the duchy (Lord Campbell) was 
not an infant, or a lunatic, or a femme couverte [laughter]. 
nor laboured under mental or physical incapacity; he did 
not see ne 3 should de appointed to perſorm the 
duties which had hitherto devolved on the noble and learned 
lord. He (Lord Stanley) applied to one of the noble lords 
appointed to know what his duties were, and his answer 
was, that he had not the least idea [laughter]. 


Lord Campse Lt replied that there was no innovation: 
there always had been a council, which recently con- 
sisted of the Vice-Chancellor (Mr. Horace Twiss) ; the 
Auditor (Mr. Lockhart, the eminent writer), the Re- 
ceiver-General (General Fox), the Attorney-General 
(Mr. Ellis, a barrister); but all those gentlemen, 
and the Chancellor himself, though labouring under 
none of the disabilities mentioned by Lord Stanley, 
were ignorant of the value of land for purposes of 
letting, and of other matters in the management of 
landed property. 

He was certainly not a femme couverte [laughter]. God 
knew he was not an infant [laughter], and he hoped he was 


not a lunatic; but, though under some disabilities, he was 


not s the noble and learned lord opposite 
(Lora Brough = ee o, when Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, showed 
him a field of corn, exclaimed, ‘‘ Oh, what a fine field of 
lavender [laughter]. 

Lord Brovenam said there was not the least founda- 
tion for the anecdote of his noble and learned friend. 
It was all a joke of Mr. Coke’s :— 

He, and Sir R. Wilson, and the late Lord Durham, were 
riding over Mr. Coke’s farm, and when they desired to see 
some of the crops that had been raised on the land recovered 
from the German sea, Mr. Coke said, What use is there 
in showing them to you gentlemen from London, who do 
not know wheat from lavender?“ [laughter]. 55 

To come back to the councillors. He greatly doubted 
whether they would add £100 a year to the revenues 
of the duchy, which now amounted to but £20,000 n 
year; and he feared his noble friend was now as igno- 
rant of the duties of these new officers as before the ex- 
planation of the noble and learned lord was given. 


THE POOR-LAW COMMISSION. 
On the motion to go into Committee of Supply, on 
Friday, Mr. Rozsvucx called attention to an opinion by 
Mr. M. D. Hill (published in the Times of that morn- 
ing) on the Acts of the Poor-law Commissioners. In 
that document, Mr. Hill pronounced that certain instru- 
ments signed by two Poor-law Commissioners severally, 
though the statute requires their signature jointly, 
were not valid instruments, and that persons acting 
under them might, with certain limitations, institute 
proceedings at law against the Commissioners for 
damages. The Poor-law Commission, observed Mr. 
Roebuck, is about to be renewed, with extended opera- 
tion in Ireland: were Ministers going to do so without 
previous inquiry into that systematic violation of the 


fabric of the Poor-law had broken down ? 5 

Sir Gzorce Grey explained. On receiving the re- 
port of the Andover Committee, he had obtained from 
the Poor-law Commissioners a detailed history of their 
mode of doing business; this he had committed to the 
Law-officers of the Crown; and the ey which they 
gave upon it was not such as to lead the Government 
to doubt the validity or sufficiency of the law for the 
purposes for which it was intended, or of the propriety 
of the conduct of the Commissioners under it. Sir 
George deprecated delay of the Irish measures. 

Subsequently, Lord Joun Russkt1 said, that he was 
not prepared on the dictum of Mr. Hill—who founded it 
upon an anonymous case, and who seemed to take a good 
deal upon himself—to allow that the opinion of the 
Law-officers of the Crown was incorrect. The delay in 
producing his measure for the future administration of 
the poor-law had been caused by the necessity for push- 
ing forward the Irish measures. 

r. Roxßuck asked whether the explanation of the 
Commissioners could be produced ? rd JoHN Rus- 
sELL believed that there would be no objection. 

In the course of this discussion, Mr. Starrorp 
O’Brien advised that the English Poor-law, with its 
administration, should be extended to Ireland, letter 
for letter; Ireland being treated simply as an English 
county. 


THE IRISH FAMINE.—THE NAVY AND FOREIGN 
SUPPLIES OF FOOD. 

Mr. Jonx O’ConneLL „called the attention of the 
Government, for a short time, to the condition of Ire- 
land, and to the necessity of providing some additional 
measures for its relief besides those which it had alread 
taken.“ He urged Government to supply solid as well 
as liquid food, as soup produces dysentery and other 
diseases. The famine was bringing in its sure follower, 
typhus fever, and it would be impossible to prevent its 
introduction into the crowded cities of England, by the 
crowds of fugitives which hunger was driving from their 
native country. If an extension of the Poor-law were 
deemed necessary, the Irish members would not resist 
the experiment. Mr. John further descanted on the 
cold-blooded inhumanity of certain political economists 
in England, who refused to relieve the distresses of his 
suffering countrymen, in order to reduce their numbers 
to a level with the food now in the country. 

Mr. LAnOUchRnR agreed that such a doctrine would 
be horrible, but had never heard a word of it in any 
quarter. Government had deeply considered the best 
mode of supplying solid as well as liquid food. The 
mere fact that the First Lord of the Treasury was now 
engaged in negotiating a loan of £8,000,000 for the ser- 
vice of Ireland, was a proof of the national desire to 
mitigate the sufferings of the Irish population. He 
hoped that the landlords and other proprietors of Ire- 
land would co-operate. 

Mr. SHARMAN CRAWFORD moved an address to the 
Queen, praying that the ships of the Navy might be 
employed in the transport of corn from foreign countries. 
In the United States there is 1,700,000 quarters ready 
for exportation ; and Ireland requires 1,500,000 quar- 
ters. Lord Jonx RusszLL replied, that forty-seven ves- 
sels are already employed, as coasters and depét-ships. 
For the purpose mentioned by Mr. Crawford, the ships 
must be temporarily altered, at a cost of £900,000, 
They could then only carry 50,000 quarters; and he 
doubted the existence of the alleged 1,700,000 in the 
United States. Government had determined to pay the 
freight of a vessel laden with corn which the Society of 
Friends had subscribed in the United States. The mo- 
tion was, by consent, withdrawn. 


THE NAVY ESTIMATES, 


On Friday night, Sir Cuartes Naprer delivered his 
annual criticism on the bad construction of the Ad- 
miralty Board, and its bad administration. Mr. Hume 
followed. Mr. Corry defended the late Administra- 
tion; Admiral Deans Dunpas, the present. 


The House then went into Committee of Supply. 


Mr. Warp brought forward the Navy Estimates. 
They exhibit a gross increase of about £77,000; an in- 
crease necessary to preserve to the maritime strength of 
England its relative pre-eminence. ‘Taking the packet- 
service, tne Army and Ordnance traneport-service, and 
the convict-service, separately, the expenditure in those 
three items alone would be £1,564,948. The remainder 
of the total sum required, £5,996,000, would be the 
amount voted for the defence of the empire; only ex- 


| ceeding the French estimates of the year for the same 


purpose by £357,000, to say nothing of the immense 


statute by the Commissioners through which the whole 
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expenditure of France in fortifying her coasts and 
capital, with her enormous army, and her million of 
National Guards. The work of putting our ports and 
harbours in a proper state of defence, and of developing 
the steam-marine—hitherto impeded by a miserable 

imony—has only been begun, and only within the 
ot five months. Mr. Warp detailed some improve- 
ments already introduced. A plan to render more effi- 
cient, and to elevate, the class of engineers; bills for 
limited enlistment in the marines, and for secondary 
punishments in the navy; a mode of preventing the 
disruption of crews on landing, by “ paying off —a 
practice now discontinued ; better inspection, with sys- 
tematic promotion for merit in the dockyards, and total 
abolition of the corrupt patronage hitherto so flagrant on 
the occasion of elections; increase of wages for artifi- 
cers, clerks, &c., in various cases. A plan for increasing 
the pay of seamen in the navy has been under considera- 
tion, but cannot be produced this year. In other re- 
spects, economy has been studied, especially a reduc- 
tion of £70,000 or £80,000 for. iron steamers. 

Admiral Bow zs and several other professional mem- 
bers signified approval. Sir James GraHam and Mr. 
Srpnegy Herpert expressed doubts as to the policy of 
increasing the pay. Sir James and Mr. Francis Barina 
expressed alarm at the increase of the estimates ; which 
Lord Joun Russa. defended, on the score of national 

licy. 
es votes were agreed to, and the House re- 
sumed. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

State oF Pustic Business.—In the House of Lords 
on Friday, Lord SraxLET complained of the little pro- 
gress which had been made in the public business, and 
instanced several classes of bills which might have 
originated in the upper House. The Marquis of Lans- 
DOWNE referred to the session of 1845, when Lord Stan- 
ley was in office, the first seven weeks of which had 
passed off with a far less amount of important business 
having been transacted than had been transacted during 
the first six weeks of the present session. Since the 
meeting of Parliament, on the 19th of January last, 
more business had been effected than during the corre- 
sponding six weeks of any session for several sessions 
back. The noble marquis then said, in answer to a 
question from Lord Brovenam, that there was every 

rospect that their lordships would remove to the new 
ouse prepared for them immediately after Easter. 


Irish Measurzes.—In the House of Lords, on Friday 
night, the royal assent was on by commission to 
the Act for the Temporary Relief of Destitute Persons 
in Ireland. In the Commons, on the same evening, 
leave was given to bring in a bill, entitled the Poor 
Relief Supervision (Ireland) Bill, which was read a 
first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 

Grant or Szzep To InxLAND.—In reply to Sir R. 
Ines, Mn. LaBoucHERE said that the grant of £60,000 
to be made by Government to Ireland in the form of 
seed, would be in seed for green, and not grain crops. 

Parl Miscel 2 

Tue Truck System.—Mr. Tuomas Duxcounx pre- 
sented a petition, signed by nearly 40,000 members of 
the National Association for the Protection of Industry 
and the Employment of Labour, praying that the pre- 
sent punishment by pecuniary fine on masters who paid 
in goods might be exchanged for that of imprisonment, 
a prayer in which he heartily concurred. 


Mn. Escort will, on the first convenient day, move for 
a repeal of the duties on butter and cheese. 


Town ImpRovEMENTs.—Sir G. Grey, in reply to Mr. 
Hume, on Thursday, said Government had a bill for the 
improvement of towns at present under consideration. 


GENERAL Fast. — Mr. PLumptre has given notice 
that on Thursday week he will move that an humble 
address be presented to her Majesty to cause a day to 
be appointed for a national fast and humiliation, in 


consideration of the awful and destructive famine in 
Ireland. 


— — —— — 


Tun Misston ro LA PATA. — Count Wale wski, lately 


appointed as the French Envoy to La Plata, on a mis- 


sion to settle the affairs of the Argentine republic, is to 
leave Paris for his destination on the 5th or 6th March. 
Lord Howden is to leave Paris at the same time for 
Southampton, there toembark. The two plenipoten- 
tiaries meet at Rio Janeiro, and proceed together to 
Buenos Ayres and Monte Video. 


FrigHTFuL ACCIDENT ON THE HuLL AND SELBY 
Raitway.—A frightful accident happened on the Hull 
and Selby Railway on Sunday evening. The mail- 
train left Hull for London, drawn by two engines, with 
eight passenger-carriages and five fish-wagons; when 
it had nearly reached Hessle, the second engine sprang 
off the rails, dashed into the passenger-carriages, 
forced seven off the line, and smashed them to pieces. 
One passenger was killed on the spot; another died 
soon after; and eight more were dreadfully hurt. An 
inquest was held on Tuesday; but the cause of the 
disaster was not ascertained, and a verdict of Acci- 
dental death“ was returned. It is surmised that some 


‘sleepers’ had given way, several having been found 
broken, 


ABOLITION oF CaPiTaL Punisument.—The com- 
mittee to promote this object have issued the following 
circular :—‘* Mr. Ewart has given notice in Parliament 
of his intention to bring forward his motion for the 
abolition of capital punishment in the course of a few 
days, and it is of great importance that he should 
be well supported. We therefore recommend most 
strongly that our esteemed correspondents and coad- 
jutors should get letters written to their representa- 
lives. The progress of enlightened opinion since the 
discussion in Parliament in 1840, as denoted by nu- 
merous public meetings of late, is highly satisfactory, 
and renders the present time peculiarly favourable.’ 


Mr. Burritt, says the Manchester Guardian, is now 
on his way to Ireland, where he intends visiting 
the distressed districts, and making arrangements for 
securing and distributing the contributions of bread 
stuffs, which he expects will be forwarded from 
8 in answer to his appeals on behalf of the 


DIVISION ON THE RATE-PAYING CLAUSES 
| OF THE REFORM BILL. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, TugEspay, Feb. 23. 


Registration of Voters.—Motion made, and Question put.“ That 
leave be given to bring in a bill to repeal so much of an Act passed 
in the reign of William IV., entitled, ‘An Act to amend the Re- 
presentation of the People in England and Wales,’ as makes the 
right to registration in cities and boroughs conditional on the 


ge of r’s rates and assessed taxes (Mr. T. Duncombe). 
he House divided :—Ayes, 38; Noes, 58. : 
MINORITY—AYES. 
Barnard, E. G. Molesworth, Sir W. 
Blake, M. J Morris, D. 
Bowring, Dr Napier, Sir C. 
Bright, J. O'Brien, W. 8 
Brotherton, J. O'Connell, M. J. 
Christie, W. D. Pechell, Captain 
Collins, W. Plumridge, Captain 
Crawford, W. 8. Ricardo, J. 
D' Eyncourt, Rt. Hon. C. T. Roebuck, J. A. 
Duncan, Lord Scott, R. 
Duncan, G. Thornly, T. 
Duncannon, Viscount Turner, 
Escott, B. Villiers, Hon. C. 
Fielden, J. Wakley, T. 
Gisborne, T. Warburton, H. 
Hall, Sir B. Williams, W. 
Hume, J. Yorke, H. R. 
Humphery, Alderman 
Marsland, H. a TELLERS. 
Mitchell, T. A. Duncombe, T. 
Moffatt, G. Evans, Sir De Lacy 
MAJORITY—NOES, 

Acland, T. D. Mangles, R. D. 
Anson, Hon. Colonel Manners, Lord J. 
Arundel and Surrey, Earl of Maule, ht Hon. F. 
Bailey, J., jun. Morpeth, Viscount 
Baring, Right Hon. F. T. O’Brien, C. 
Bentinck, Lord G. O' Conor Don 
Boldero, H. G. Paget, Lord A. 
Borthwick, P. Pakington, Sir J. 
Butler, P. 8. Palmerston, Viscount 
Copeland, Alderman Parker, J. 
Craig, W. Plumptre, J. P. 
Dick, Q. Polhill, F. 
Dundas, Admiral Rich, H. 
Forbes, W. Russell, Lord J. 
Fox, Charles R. Rutherford. A. 


Gibson, Right Hon. T. M. Sandon, Viscount 


Gore, Hon. R. Shaw, Right Hon. F. 
Graham, Right Hon. Sir J. Somerville, Sir W. M. 
Greene, T. Spooner, R, 

Grey, Right Hon. Sir G. Stewart, J. 

Harcourt, G. G. Stuart, W. V. 

Hawes, B. Tollemache, J. 


Henley, J. W. Vesey, Hon. T. 
Hervey, Lord A. La R. H. R. H. 
Hobhouse, Rt. Hon. Sir J. innin 


on, Sir T. E. 
Howard, P. H. Wood, Colonel T. 
Johnstone, Sir J. Wyse, T. 
Labouchere, Right Hon. H. 
Lygon, Hon. General TSBLLERS, 
acaulay, Right Hon, T. B. Hill, Lord M. 
Mainwaring, I. Tufnell, H. 


Twenty of the majority of fifty-eight hold official situations. 


GLEANINGS. 


Once A BAcHELOR ALWayYs A BacuEtor.—The Court 
of Cassation, Paris, decided on Tuesday, that a Roman 
Catholic clergyman, who had ceased for years to fill the 
functions of his ministry, and had even become a Protestant, 
was not justified in marrying ! 


The personal property of the late Samuel Hoare, 
2 Pg banker, in Lombard-street, has been valued at 
£120,000. 


In 1846, among 4,568 prisoners confined in the Edin- 
burgh prison, 2,400 were confirmed drunkards. [Sbould 
not drunkenness, which is a cause of crime, be suppressed 
by law, on the same principle as popular ignorance | 


Jacob Webb, a Dublin policeman, has eloped with 
and married Miss Honora Macmahon, an heiress with 
£2,000 a year. 


Trinity-college, Cambridge, has furnished more con- 


verts to Rome, than any other college in Cambridge or 
Oxford. 


A man condemned to death by the Court of Assizes 
of the Ardéche, has petitioned the Minister of Justice to 
permit him to undergo his punishment by inhaling ether, 
death by such means, he understands, being without pain. 


The City Council of Georgetown (U.S.) have 
adopted resolutions as to the propriety of legislative 
action,” to stop the circulation of a new Washington 
abolition newspaper, 

A system of electro-telegraphic communication is 
being formed round Paris, between each of the octroi sta- 
tions (where the city-dues are collected) at the several 
barriers ; thus establishing between them all a much more 


rapid and direct correspondence than has hitherto existed. 
—The Builder. 


CLEANING THE StREETs.—The whole city of London, 
write Messrs. Stapleton and Thorn the contractors, to the 
12 including every court, lane, and alley, is cleansed 

aily. 


GovERNMENT INTERFERENCE WITH INDUsTRY.—In no 
one instance has the law regulated the private affairs of 
people better than they could regulate them for themselves. 

he law is like the bear in the fable watching over the 
sleeping hermit, who seeing a fly settle on his friend's nose, 
and fearing it would wake him, smote the insect with a 
blow that smashed the man’s face past all surgery.— 
Examiner. 


HovsEHoOLD Breap.—The use of rice with flour, in 
making bread, is strongly recommended, both on account of 
the flavour, and the moisture given to the loaf so prepared: 
half a pound of rice should be boiled till it is quite soft, 
and mixed with six or eight pounds of flour. The process 
has been tried for some weeks, and, independent of 
economy, the persons adopting it say, that they will 
never have bread made again in their house, without the 
introduction of rice.“ 


The Sunderland Herald mentions that Mr. William 
Thompson, an oldest inhabitant (being 98) of Penrith, 
remembers the first stage-coach that ever passed through 
the town, and last week witnessed the /as¢ mail-coach pass 
through that once great thoroughfare. 


Suip NoMENCLATURE AND Faul CompLiments.—It 
has become fashionable for the builders of vessels to give 
the names of their wives, daughters, and sisters, as orna- 
ments to the sterns of their handiwork, and as a 
sort of fumily compliment. A married man down east, 
following the prevailing custom, christens his craft the 
Virago. Another man with proper consideration of family : 
pride, calls his veasel the Vixen. Boston Courter ( U.S.) 


The London correspondent of the Liverpool Albion 
says, that some good observers mention October as the, 
probable duration of the present Parliament. 4 


A Srranes Brsrromaniu.— On th ad 
fl oe 1 — Leopold * leaving 3 — 8 
rary, i ing composed of works 
authors, amounting to nearly 32,000 — r e 
Eriauxrrx.— A lady who was a strict observer of 


etiquette, being unable to go to church one 8 
her card. et ae 


Tun New Pors.—A new instance of extreme kind- 
ness of the Pope is related in a letter from Rome. Ha 
learned that a poor woman, who had just lost her hus 
was, with several children, in a state of great misery, his 
holiness, attired as a simple priest and accompanied by M. 
Cardinal Busi, under-secretary of Scate, paid her a visit, 


endeavoured to console her, and on quitting he 
abundant alms.— Galignani. Hi . 


BIRTHS. 


Feb. 22, the wife of Mr. R CHAMBERLAIN, minister, of Swanage 
Dorset, of a daughter. , 3 : 


e of Mr. W. H. Dran, minister, of West Brom- 


i. son. — 
Feb. N, at No. 16, Bedford-row, Mrs, WILLIAM Eni WINTER, 
of a daughter, 


MARRIAGES, 


Feb. 23, at the Independent Chapel, Dudley, by the pastor, Mr. J. 
Raven, Mr. ARCHIBALD M‘MILLaN, minister, of Gomersal, Y 
shire, to Miss ANNE JACKson, of Dudley. 

Feb. 23, at the Independent Chapel, Hinckley, by Mr. William 
Salt, Mr. SamugL Craia, to ANN Spriaa, eldest daughter of Mr. 
Thomas VAX, registrar of births, deaths, and marriages, for the 
district of Hinckley. 

Feb. 24, at the Independent Chapel, Melton Mowbray, Mr. 
Tuomas Fron, fellmonger, to Mary, eldest daughter of Mr. 
George TEBBs, of the same place. 

Feb. 24, at Norley Chapel, Plymouth, by Mr. E. Jones, minister, 
Mr. G. V. JOHNSON to Miss STOYLE. 


DEATHS. 

Feb. 11, at Auchtermuchty, Fifeshire, Mr. James Bonnar, senior 
minister of the Relief con tion there, in the 97th year of hie 
age. Mr. Bonnar was father of the Relief Synod, in which he lo 
held the office of clerk, and had nearly completed the 50th 


his ministry. 7 
Feb. 14, aged 30, ELIZA, the beloved wife of Mr. E. Evans, Cone 
gregational minister, Maentwrog, Merionethshire, late of Barmouth. 
eb. 18, at Presteign, Radnorshire, Manx, eldest daughter of 


Mr. Puan, of Queen-street, Cheapside, aged 26. 

Feb. 18, at the house of his niece, Mre. Wright, Oldbury, Bridg~ 
north, Rionanů» Bourn, Esq., aged &, up 8 of thirty-five years 
an esteemed deacon of the Independent church worshipping at the 
Stoneway Chapel, in that town. 

Feb. 23, at Taunton, after a long illness, Danie. Janarrrer, Eeq., 
in the 76th year of his age. He was for many years an eminent 
surgeon, at Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire. 

Feb. 23, at Staley Bridge, aged 25, E.tan, the beloved wife of 
Mr. F. C. Dowrnwarra, minister. Her end was 0. 

1 * von 54, SUSANNA, the beloved wife of Mr. George Bow, 
of Homerton. 


PA we 26, Mr. Epwarp P, 86, London-wall, in the 56th year 
of his age. 

Lately, at Montreal, in the 3lst year of his Mr. CaLas 
STRONG, A. M., minister. * 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


Friday, February 26. 


The following building is certified as a place duly registered for 
. marriages, pursuant to an act of the 6th and 7th 
0 Cc. — 


Adelphi Chapel, Hackney- road. 


EANKRUPTOY ANNULLED. 
Dawson, WILLIAM, Staverton-row, Walworth, linen draper. 


BANKRUPTS. 

BaGNALL, JoHN, Birmingham, builder, March 6, April 3: solicl- 
tor, Mr. J. Powell, Birmingham. 

Banks, WILLIAM CoprarD, Lee, Kent, builder, March 5 and N: 
solicitor, Mr. lvimey, Chancery-lane. 

BIRMINGHAM and Boston Raitway Company, 96, Moorgate- 
28 March 5, April 9: solicitors, Messrs. Ashurst and Son, Cheap- 
side. 

CursHamM, ARTHUR Jon, Mansfield, scrivener, March 5, A * 
solicitors, Mr. Nixon, Clifford’s Inn, London; and Mr, ney 
Sheffield. 

DusBins, Epwarp, Colchester, hotel-keeper, March 8, April 5: 
solicitors, Messrs. Wire and Child, St. Swithin’s-lane; and Mr, 
Barnes, Colchester. 

Duncan, Jamas, Liverpool, merehant, March 9, April 6: solici- 
tors, Messrs. Holmes and Co., New Inn, London; aud Mr. J. Y, 
Yates, jun., Liverpool. 

Finck, JoHN, Leigh-street, Burton-crescent, baker, March 4, 
April 8: solicitor, Mr. Burbidge, Hatton-garden. 

GILLON, JoHN, jun., Liverpool, wine merchant, March 12, April 
9: solicitors, Messrs. Cornthwaite and Co., Old Jewry-chambers, 
London; and Mr. C. Pemberton, mg 

JENKINSON, Robert, Manchester, baker, March 15, April 7: g- 
licitors, Messre, Bower and Son, Chancery-lane, London; and Mr. 
Janion, Manchester. 

Keppy, Joun, and Kappy, Taomas, Bridlington, printers, March 
10 ge solicitors, Mr. Hicks, Gray’s Inn, London; and Mr. 
Bell, Hull. 

KITCHING, WILLIAM THOMAS, Lloyd's Coffee-house, shipowner, 
March 17, April 13: solicitors, Messrs. Lawrence and Plewe, O 
Jewry-chambers. 

MAILLARD, NicHoLas Doran, Fenchurch-street, newspa 
prietor, March 12, April 13: solicitor, Mr. Ashley, Lord 
court, Old gy! is 8 . 3 

Muppock, Emerson George, Clerkenwe n cutter, 
March 5, April 9: solicitor, Mr. Buchanan, Basingball-etreet. 

Murray, JOHN, Gracechurch-street, Manchester, warehousemaa, 
March 5, April 9: solicitors, Messrs, Piercy and Hawke, Three 
Crown-square. 

TERNAN, CHARLES, and TeRNaN, CHARLES, jun., the Polygon, 
Somers-town, builders, March 9 and 27: solicitor, Mr. Denton, 
Gray's lon. 


r pro- 
ayor = 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS, 
ALtan, J., jun., Kilwinning, Ayrshire, merchant, March 3 and 94. 
Frame, R., Glasgow, omnibus proprietor, March 5 and 26, 
Guruntx, J. C., Dundee, coal merchant, March 6, April 3. 
Ixolis and Knox, Glasgow, merchants, March 4, April 1. 
Mac.eop, M., Glasgow, merchant, March 5 and 26. 
Nzgisu, A., Dundee, manufacturer, March 4, April 1. 


DIVIDENDS. 

Rowland Mitchell, Lime-street, merchant, fourth div. of d.; at 
18, Aldermanbury, March 6, or any subsequent Saturday—Francis 
Glass, Basinghall-street, woollen factor, first div. of %s.; at 18, Al- 
dermanbury, any Saturday—Bartholomew Calway, ‘'ooley-street, 
draper, final div. of ls, 3§d.; at 18, Aldermanbury, an Saturday— 
John Holstead, Hampstead-road, tailor, first and final div. of 3s. 2d. ; 
at 14, Aldermanbury, any Saturday—Robert Crow, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, draper, first div. of 6d.: at 111, a sg Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, any Saturday — Thomas Henry Spence, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, tailor, firet div. of 6d.: at 57, Grey-street, Newcastle-upou- 
Tyne, any Saturday— William Cross, Chester, lead merchant, second 
div. of 5d.; at Eldon-chambeérs, South John-street, Liverpool, any 
Thursday—James Rishworth, Pontefract, hat manufacturer, tiret 
and final div. of 3s.: at 7, Commercial-buildings, Leeds, any Tues- 
day—Joshua Garsed, sen., and Joshua Garsed, Jun., of Leeds, flax 
manufacturers, second div. of 3d., and first and second divs, of 66. 
9d. on new proofe ; at 7, Commercial-buildings, Leeds, any Tuesday 
Thomas Marsden, jun., Northallerton, mercer, first div. of 84d.; 
at 7, Commercial-buildings, Leeds, any ‘Tuesday—Thomas Poole, 
York, victualler, first and final div. of %s.; at 7, 1 d- 
ings, Leeds, any Tuesday—Crawshaw and Davison, Leeds, soap 
boilers, first div. of 6s.; and separate estate of Crawshaw, 


Geerge 
first div, of 3s, Ud.; at 5, Park-row, Leeds, any day after March I. 


9 ps. 


Od.; Lambton’s, 282, Od. 
this week, . 
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BRITISH FUNDS, ADVERTISEMENTS | [ J NITED RELIEF ASSOCIATION. 
REAS 
Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat. | Mon. Tues. N Luke James Hansar d, Esq. 
Spercent. Oontols.. | 50 90 908 904 | 90 GOVERNMENT EDUCATIONAL SCHEME. HON. SECRETARIES. 
* Rev. G. H. Stoddart, A. M. 
SpereenteReduced., 2189 91 1 91, T a MEETING of the COMMITTEE of the Rev. James Carlile, D.D. 
New percent...... 93 92 93 | 93 | 93 CONGREGATIONAL UNION of ENGLAND and WALES, ComMMITTER. 
Long Annuities..... 9 ot 9 93 9 9 held on Tuesday, the 2nd of March, 1847, BENJAMIN HANBURY, The Hon. and Rev, Baptist W. Noel, M.A. 
Bank Stoch. 281 on 2044 | 206 — 205 8 2 — a a a nila, D. 3 
Stoch cscs cecee 4 —— — l 250 Hi The Rev. Dr. Lei C i . . * 
That this Committee having maturely considered the Minutes of . 8 
—— eee — | Spm _ 1 1 * Spm the Committee of Privy Council for Education, of December, 1846, The Rev. Owen Clarke 


FOREIGN FUNDS, 


Belgian SCC eC eC eee eeeeete 98 Mexican 6 % %% „%% „% „%% „„ „ 21 
Brasilian 86 ee „ % %%% „„„„„„6 „„ 39 
Buenos Ayr es 18 Portuguese 5 per cents. 81 
Colum nn... „6 1 Ditto onver tec. 33 
Danis e % „% % % % „% % %% „%% „„ Russian 6 %%% %% „% „ 6 „ „6 „6 112 
Dutch 24 per cents Spanish Active 
Ditto percent: eeeseeee 90 Ditto Passive ee 4 
French 3 percents........| 774 Ditto Deferred ........) 17 


RAILWAY SHARES, 


Birmingham & Gloucester 123 London & Croydon Trunk 214 
Black f London and Greenwich | — 
anchester and Leeds — 
idland Counties ...... {122 
Ditto New Shares ...... | 35 
Manchester and Birming. | — 
Midland and Derby ..«. | 9 
Norfolk „„ „„ „„ 130 
North British ........+. | 30 
South Eastern and Dover | 38 
South Western ........ | 66 
York and Newcastle .... | 36 
York and North Midland | 86 


MARKETS. 


Bristol and Exeter ...... | 7 
Eastern Connties @eeeeecne 21 
Eastern Union 452 
Edinburgh and GlaegowWwW — 
Great North of England.. 2323 
Great Western 
Ditto alf 66666 „% „„ „„ „ „ 0„ 0 72 
Ditt ifths „ 6 „ 6% % 66% „ „ „ „ 606 284 
London & North-Western. |185 
7 Quarter Jhares . 1 
London and Brighton .... | 56 


pe Ue * i 


MARK LANE, Mowrpay, March 1. 


The arrivals of English wheat during the week have been rather 
large, but small of foreign. The quantity on show from the near 
counties this morning was short, except from Kent. The trade 
opened slowly, but was afterwards somewhat enlivened by some 
purchases béing made for France, principally of red. The local 
trade bought very sparingly, and business on the whole closed 
heavily at about the terms of Monday last. In foreign the sale has 
been rather limited, but we do not alter our quotations. Barley 
must be written ls. per qr. lower, and a dull sale. Beans are ls. 
per qr. cheaper. Peas, being in short supply, are unaltered in 
value. Oats are very difficult of disposal at 18. per qr. decline. 
Maize is less — after. Flour is neglected. 


4. 3. 

Peas, Hog. 51 ee 53 
Ma Witdcdicvidée §2 
Boilers. ...66..... 54 
Beans, Ticks........ 45 49 
Pigeon ee teeeeeeee 50 to 54 
Harro. .. W 46 ee 47 


9. a. 
Wheat, Re .. 70 to 74 
New eeeeeeeereserse 3 ee 76 
White 6 % 4 „% „% „%% „%6„%. „ 73 4 0 82 
New @eeeetceoeeeeven oe 78 ee 
Flour, pe rsack (Tcwn) 60 . 6 
Bar 6 O „„ se 4 
Ma ting. „ 4 „%% „%% 4 „ 646 51 ee 54 Oates, Feed.....ccees 381 
Malt Ordinary „ „ 6 6 60„ 60% 67 to 69 al Perr erererre 37 ee 39 
P 6 ee 79 „ — . . — 
Rye 6 % „% % %% „„es 48 ee Potato 6 6 „% „ „ „ „ „ 0 37 ee 41 


WEEKLY AVERAGE FOR AGGREGATE AVERAGE OF THR 
van. 30. SIX WEEKS, 

cc ee TO. TSH, 
Barley ...cccssecsess 10 Barley 53 2 
Oats eeeeeeeeeoeeeeeee 32 8 Oats „ 6666666 31 9 
Rye „öõͤb 55 8 Rye @eeeeeeeeee eee 53 
Beans @eeeeeeeoeeeee206 53 11 Beans S@eeeseeeeee ees 2 
POR cccsccccccsceces 56 ll D 55 * 


BUTCHER’S MEAT, SMITHFIELD, Monday, March 1, 


Although the weather continues cold, the beef trade — arising 
pritcipally from the dead markets being rather heavily stocked with 
the past week’s arrivals from Scotland and the north of England— 
was in a very sluggish state, at the decline in the quotations noticed 
on Monday last, the highest rates for the best Scots not exceeding 
4s. 2d. per 8lbs. The numbers of sheep were again scanty, owing 
to which the mutton trade was firm, at an advance on last week's 
quotations of 2d. per Slbs. This amount of improvement was 
realized for all breeds. We had about 250 Dorset lambs on show, 
but which sold at irregular prices. Calves were in short supply, 
and ready inquiry at Friday’s improvements—viz., of from 2d. to 4d. 
per 8lbs. Neat small porkers moved off steadily ; other qualities 
of pork slowly, at unaltered currencies. 


Price per stone of 8lbs. (sinkingthe offal), 
Beef ccedeces 2s.10d.to 4s. * ( eee. 4d. to 5s. 4d. 


Mutton......3 8 5 PotR.ccccesee 8 «oo & 
HAD OF CATTLE AT SMITHFIELD. 
Beasts. Sheep. Calves. —_ 
Friday 1140600 2,220 65 0 0 „0 6 6 6 „„ 60 


Monday . 3,365 56 „ „ „0 16,980 coerce 78 „%%% SOO 


Neweatgand LEADBNAALL MARxets, Monday, Feb, 22. 
Per gibs. by the carcase. 


Inferior Beef 28. 6d. to 2s. 8d. Inf. Mutton 3s. 6d. to 3 
Middling do 2 10 ..8 0 Mid. ditto 2 ae 
Prime large 3 2 ..3 4 Primeditto 4 1 a 

5 


‘Me 


Primesmall 3 4 . 3 6 Veal 4 
Small Pork . 8 i 


Largelork 3 6 ..4 6 


. 8d 
0 
4 
4 
0 


SEEDS, Lonpon, Monday.—There was rather a better demand 
for both red and white cloverseed this morning, and where eellers 
were willing to give way a trifle in price, they succeeded in effect- 
ing sales. 

PROVISIONS, Lonpon, Monday.—Business in the past week 
assumed a firmer and more a aspect. Of butter an in- 
creased demand prevailed for all kinds of Irish, and the dealings 
were to a respectable extent, at an advance of 28. per cwt. Foreign 
in steady request, at about last quotations. The prices of English 
butter have improved. Bacon: singed sides were in active demand, 
and sold freely at an advance of 2s. to 4s. per ewt. For bale and 
tierce middles holders asked more money, but the transactions were 
lintited. Hames scarcely varied in price or demand. Lard rather 
more sought after, and the turn higher in value. Little doing in 
cheese. 


HOPS, Borovoan, Moaday, March 1.—The demand for the finer 
descriptions of Kent and Sussex Hops has been steady during the 
last week, and prices are well e at the following currency : 
—Sussex pockets, 788. to 88s, ; Weald of Kents, 86s. to 983.; Mid. 
and East ditto, 95s. to 136s. 


WOOL, City, Monday.—The imports of wool into London last 
week weres —namely, 532 bales: of which 239 were from Bom- 
bay, 131 from the Cape of Good Hope, and 98 from Germany. The 

ublie sales have concluded since our last. On the whole they 
— ne off well and with good spirit, the prices generally ruling 
over the December sales. Capé wool was rather in better demand, 
and sold at full prices. The assortinent of East India was hardly 
so good as on former occasions, but realized proportionate prices. 
The uncertain state of the money market, and general stagnation 
of trade have caused buyers to act with great caution, which will 
continue the case until the prices of provisions are reduced, and 
the home and foreign trade improves. 


HIDES, LeapENHALL.—Market hides, 64lb. to 72lb., 3d. to 34d. 
per Ib.; ditto, 731b. to 80Ib., Bid. to 38d.; ditto, Solb. to 88lb., 3d. 
to 4d.; ditto, 88lb. to 96lb., 46d. to Sd. ; ditto, 96lb. to 104lb., 54d, 
to 6d.; Calf-skins, each, 4s. 6d. to 6s. 9d. ; Horse hides, 13s.; Lambs. 
28. 4d. to 96. 10d.; Shearlings, Is. 6d. to 2s. 


HAY, SMITHFIELD, Feb 27.—At per load of 36 trusses, 


Meadow .......... 408. to 75s. | Oat Stray... . . 308. . . 31s. 
Clover Hay. . 658. to 95s. | Wheat Straw.,.... 003. . 00s. 


COAL EXCHANGE, Feb. 19, 


Stewart's, 20s. Od.; Hetton’s, 2ls. 3d.; Braddy!l’s Hetton's, 218. 
; West Hartiey’s, 168. 6d. Ships arrived 


setting out a plan for the administration of greatly-extended Govern- 
ment grants and powers in respect of popular education, feels com- 
eer decidedly to condemn and resist the proposals embodied in the 

d Minutes, for the following reasons: 

1. Because this Committee a firm conviction that Government 
interference in general with popular education, and the proposed plan 
now under consideration in cular, must ultimately tend to retard 
and repress that enlightened and benevolent action the people by 
which alone, in the judgment of this Committee, education can be so 
conducted as to promote effectually the diffusion of knowledge, the 
spirit of liberty, and the advancement of society in manly virtue and 
Christian piety. 

2. Because the Minutes of Council expressly appropriate the funds 
to be granted by ParHament for purposes of education, to the teaching 
of the Church of England Catechism in the National Schools, and in 
other schools, to that of maxims and diverse formularies and dogmas, 
thus compelling the English people universally to support the most 
opposite systems, contrary to the deep and earnest repugnance of vast 
numbers of conscientious minds, and thus exhibiting the English 
Government directly, and the English Clergy indirectly, as engaged 
in the authoritative maintenance of all manner of religious systems, 
as if to them these were all equally true, equally false, or equally in- 
different. 

3. Because, from the known unwillingness of large bodies of non- 
endowed Christians to accept of Government money for the support 
of their schools, almost the whole annual sum voted by Parliament 
for this object will fo to maintain those connected with the Estab- 
lished Church; and, as by the minutes now condemned, the effectual 
control of all the funds so received for Church of England Schools 
will be exercised by the Bishops and Clergy of that Church, these 
minutes would operate to augment the wealth and power of the 
Ecclesiastical Establishment of the country, at the expense, and to the 
injury of, other bodies of Christians, in a manner most unjust, and to 
a degree most dangerous to religious liberty. 

4. Because the carrying into effect of these Minutes would involve 
a vast and unnecessary expenditure of public money, while the levying, 
granting, and adntinistering of these immense funds being wholly cen- 
tralised, the power and patronage of the Government would be thereby 
erormously and dangerously increased—for these Minutes of Coun- 
cil are not founded on sound English principles of local assessment, 
suffrage, control, and action—which invaluable principles were recog- 
nised and embodied even in the Education measure of 1843, ob- 
noxious and formidable as that proposal was on many and diverse 
accounts. 

5. Because the adoption of the proposed Minutes would for ever 

render it impossib!s for the poor of this country to provide and con- 
trol the education of their own children, which is equally their right 
and their duty ; whichthe — and influence of enlightened friends 
of education should continually press on the minds of the poor; and 
which, in whatever degree effected, will prove the best of all guaran- 
tees of the virtue, the improvement, and the just Independence of the 
immense majority of all human communities. 
26. Because it is impossible to consider these Minutes of Council as 
a fixed and final measure for their object; the adoption of them must 
create a necessity and open a way for further grants, appointments, 
and powers. To take this step, will render retreat impossible; and 
advance, noone can say whither ; but certainly to the increase of power 
and the detriment of liberty, inevitable. 

7. Because it is most unconstitutional, and, therefore, highly dan- 
gerous to attempt by the Minutes of a Committee of Privy Council, 
merely sanctioned by a money vote of the Commons House of Parli- 
ament, such momentous changes in the relative position of religious 
parties in this country, and the adjustments of many conflicting views 
and rights on the all-important interests of its religion and education 
—proceedings for which the most free, ample, and patient discussions 
secured by the pains of our popular Legislature would, if ever, be all 
required, and all too little. 

A. Because these alarming proceedings are proposed with the sanc- 
tion of statesmen, from whom all lovers of liberty—and especially all 
Protestant Dissenters—had a just right to expect the most jealous care 
of civil and religious freedom, the utmost zeal for the spirit and the 
forms of the British Constitution ; but who now, under the pressure 
of fears springing from material and social evils, seem prepared to 
sacrifice immortal principles to temporary expedients—a spirit, the 
exact reverse of that by which our venerated ancestors laid the firm 
and lasting foundations of British greatness, freedom, and intelligence; 
and that by which alone can we, their posterity, preserve them. 

Therefore, this Committee would earnestly call on all Congrega- 
tional Churches and Pastors, for the most vigorous efforts in opposi- 
tion to these proposed Minutes, in which this Committee will stand 
* to take a decided part. The Committee recommend imme- 

iate petitions to Parliament; communications with Members of the 
House of Commons; public meetings; diffusion of full information 
respecting the measure by speeches, tracts, and discussion. 

Also resolved, that the foregoing resolutions be forthwith advertised 
in the Patriot, Nonconformist, Morning Chronicle, and Daily News 
newspapers. : 
BENJAMIN HANBURY, Chairman. 


EORGE AND JOHN DEANE’S WARE 
HOUSES, SHOW-ROOMS, and MANUFACTORIES, 
Opening to the Monument, 
46, KING WILLIAM-STREET, LON DON-BRIDGE, 


THE DEANEAN, and ELECTRO-DEANEAN 


PLATE.—The first is a pure Metal, for Whiteness and Durability 
inferior only to Silver. The second has the Deanéan Plate for its 
base, surmounted by a thick coating of Sterling Silver, Both are 
manufactured in the following Articles :— 


Butter Coolers Mugs for Christening Presents 
Bottle Stands, in grees variety Mustard Pots 
Cake Baskets, of the Newest] Pickle Frames 
Fashions Salts, gilt inside 

Card Baskets Soy Frames 
Candlesticks, Table Suuffersa and Trays 

ie Chaw: Soup and Sauce Tureens 

ee Pian? Spoons and Forks, very various 
Crnet Frames and 2 Table Dishes 
Communion Plat Table Candlesticks, with Shades 
Cutlery, with 84 id Plated | Téa Caddies 

andles Tea and Coffee Equipages 

Dessert Fruit Knives and Forks | Tea Trays 
Dish Covers Tea Kettles, with Stands 
Plate Covers Tea Urns 
Egg Frames Toast Racks 


Epergnes Venison Dishes 

Hash Dishes and Warmers Vegetable Dishes 

lee-pails Waiters, a large assortment 
Inkstands Wine Coolers 


Liqueur Frames and Glasses 
Meat Dishes 
The Spoons and Forks will be found especially worthy of atten- 
tion by those who, during the coming season, are desirous of saving 
their silver plate. The style of these articles is the very same as 
the Genuine Silver, while their cost is comparatively trifling, The 
following are selected from the most running patterns :-— 
Plain Fiddle Pattern Plain Shell Pattern King's Pattern 
Threaded 5 Victoria 5 National „ 
Threaded Shell „ Albert *. 
— * Table, Dessert, and Gravy Spoons; Table and Dessert 
‘orks, 


» Funnels 


THE NONCONFORMIST COMMUNION SER- 
VICE, 


adopted. Its simple yet elegant design recommends it at once to 
Protestant Dissenters, and its cheapness puts it within the reach 
of Congregations whose means are the most limited, 

THE DEANFAN PLATE POWDER has fine Cleansing and 
Polishing properties. It is very much the favourite in Hotels and 
Gentlemen's Families. 

Ladies and Gentleman resident in London are respectfully invited 
to view George and John Deaue's Plate Rooms for themselves. 


Prospectuses forwarded by post to all parts of the country. 
Orders executed with the utmost care and despatoh. 


Mannfactured also of the same Metal, has been very extensively | 


The Rev. Dr. Hare, LL.D. 
Charles Cochrane, Esq. 
Rev. Dr. Ferguson. 
Luke James Hansard, Esq. 
Rev. G. H. Stoddart, M.A. 
B. Bond Cabbell, * M. P. 
Rev. James Carlile, D. D. 
Rev. Alexander Mangin, A.M. 
St. George D’Arcy Irvine, Esq. 
Rev. W. Norval, A.B. 
Rev. H. Harrison. 
Rev. Dr. Cox. 
Rev. Somerset L. Corry Townsend. 
Rev. F. Trestrail. 
Rev. R. Eckett. 
Rev. Robert Redpath. 

(With power to add to its number.) 


The United Relief Association is altogether unsectarian in its 
constitution, and the principles of its distribution. It is composed 
of Clergymen, Dissenting Ministers, and laymen, unrestricted to 
any denomination. They do not limit their efforts to any locality; 
but, while they admit the sadly pre-eminent claim of Ireland for 
relief, and also of parts of Scotland, they will devote a portion of 
their funds to mitigate destitution in England. 


The following Contributions have been received :— 


Luke James Hansard, Eg... 4157 10 0 
C. Cochrane, ESG... 63 0 0 
Rev. A. Mangin „ % %% % „% „% „% „% „% „% „% „%%% % „6% „ „%% „% 66 „% „ „ „6 “% 10 10 0 
Messrs. Ibbotson ........... cccvcecscesdccs A me @ 
Samuel Gurney, ECG „„ 
Sir E. N. Buston ene 20 0 0 
— Adey, Esq. 52 „ „„ „%„„%öE „„ „46 666 „ „ „„ „ %% „%%% „„ 2 0 0 
W. We .es „eee t e eee BIG 0 
Rev. F. T. Yates & R. Parmiter, Esq., Trea- 
surers of the Aylsham Committe 99 10 6 
The Pupils of Mr. J. G. Gowring, Finchley.. 1 10 0 
A Friend.......<¢ eeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeseeeene 0 1 0 0 
o ik . ]˙Uñu Ae 0 5 0 
* Dre „ „„ „„ „ „ 6 1 0 0 
Collected in Small Sums, kee 24 4 87 
Collected by the Rev. Dr. Collyer, Hanover 
Chapel, Peckhham g. eee se 8 17 0 
Collected by the Rev. B. S. Hollis, Islington 
AWA . Denen 46 0 0 
Philip snewin, E 9 Fe. 
Fortnum Mason and Coo... 22 0 
Miss Woods, Leamington .........00..--... 50 0 0 
Miss E. Woods, ditto ..... add Obs cesees cove 10 0 O 
Mr. John Etrick ......... PEPE Peon Eee 010 0 
Rev. John B. Stair, Brighton..... eee mk ZF 8 
e 5 os non etias Cakes okaes 1 0 2 
Collections by the Rev. B. Rees, Chippenham 10 12 6 
Ditto by the Rev. O. Parker, Deddington.... 3 0 0 
Ditto by the Rev. T. Hamer, Barnard Castle. 8 5 0 
Ditto by the Rev. Josiah Redford .......... 217 3 
The Pupils of the Rev. G. H. Stoddart ...... 10 1 2 
Rev. D. Thomas, Wootton-under-Edge...... =. a. 
J. N. Foster, Esq., St. Andrew’s, Biggleswade 3 0 0 
Collected by Rev. Geo. Jeffreys, Glastonbury 2 17 6 
Rey. N V. Do . N 0 . 
J. W. A. „eee „eee „eee „ „„ eevee eeee 0 5 0 
Ae ric dins iti téidik 0 5 0 
Collection by the Rev. Michael Thomas, In- 
dependent Minister, Wootton Bassett .... 3 6 6 
Collection by the Rev. J. Besly, Buntingford. 910 6 
rene . 
N Miss Clark „„es „ „ „ 0 „ „ „ 66 660 eeeee 1 0 0 
Thomas Hall, Es ..... cousdecs 5% %%% 8 e 
. WOEFROR, OG. csc ccnces e e e ee e 2-4 8 
ö Alfred Kennion, Esq., Rugby ............... 48 0 
Collected by the Rev. W. Burd, Independent 
Minister, Okehampton ......... nee 2 4 6 
Captain Roxburgh (for English poor)..... % a 
Mp PU Ls Nik boas 6 6660.06 Ab be cke bh diac 6 ke 1 0 0 
D „et 6% „„ „„ „„ „ „ „ „ „ ee 5 0 
Collected by the Rev. O. Clark...... coccense 3 6 


A quantity of warm clothing, for destitute persons in Ireland, by 
Mr. Lepard. 


Grants already voted by the Committee: 


Dublin Central Relief Committee ..........£100 0 0 
Irish Evangelical Society in wm ¢ sf 
Baptist Irish Society b¢e secs „ oe a 
Friends’ Clothing Society.................. 10 0 0 
For Friends’ Society in Dublin ............ 20 0 0 
Cases of Extreme Destitution in England, 

through the Hon. and Rev. S. G. Osborne 10 0 0 
To Irish Relief, through Dr. Urwick ....... 16 4 32 
For Cases in Ireland, through Captain Cafin 10 0 0 
To Scotch United Relief Fund ......... i. a 
To Scotch Relief, through Dr. M‘Leod...... 0 0 
Sundry Small Sums for Relief .......... . . . 36 10 0 


Contributions received by L. J. Hansard, Esq., 1, Old Palace- 
yard, Westminster; or the Secretaries, at 40, Leicester-square. 


Several Ministers have announced their purpese of having Cele 
lections in connexion with the Association. Amongst others— 
The Rev. W. Marsh, Independent. 
The Rev. Josiah Redford. 
The Rev. H. Pawling, of Lenham, Independent. 
The Rev. H. F. Burder, Independent. 
The Rev. R. Eckett, Wesleyan. 
The Rev. Dr. Collyer, Peckham. 
The Rev. B. S. Hollis, Islington. 
The Rev. B. Rees, Chippenham. 
The Rev. O. Parker, Deddington. 
The Rev. T. Hamer, Barnard Castle. 
The Rev. John Harris, Ashbourne. 
_ The Rev. William Harris, Hadlow, near Tunbridge. 
Clothing received for the poor in Ireland, Scotland, or England. 
The United Relief Association, deeply feeling the necessity of a 
Public Meeting in the City of London, will convene one on 
THURSDAY, the Ilth of March, at One o’Clock, and an Ad- 
journed Meeting at Seven o’Clock in the Evening of the same day, 
in the Large Room at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate-street. De- 
putations coming from the very scenes of distress will then apprise 
the community of the awful extent of the calamity. 

The full arrangements of the Meeting will be announced on a 


future occasion, 
G. H. STODDART, Ma. A., : 
J. CARLILE, D. D., Hon. Secretaries. 
United Relief Association, 40, Leicester-square. 


AN ENTIRE AND ELEGANT EXEMPTION FROM ENVRE- 
PE EXPLORATION 


LO 
ROWN’S PATENT CONDUPLICATED ME- 


TAL SEAL ENVELOPES are now trustingly confided to the 
attention and employment of the public at large, as offering the 
only inviolable letter seal ever invented. Securely and protectively 
closed by one single second’s amount of pressure, this new enve- 
lope is fastened by a device lighter than sealing-wax, of handsome 
and attractive appearance ; and, whether employed by the nobleman 
or the merchant, can be embellished either with the armorial bear- 
ings of the former, or the trading cognomen of the latter, 

The OFFICIAL and BANKE 


PSLEY PELLATT and Co. (late Pellatt and 

re Green) respectiully inform the public that, at their manufac- 
tory, Hollaud-street, Blackfriars, they retail GLASS, China, and 
Earthenware, Chandeliers, Lustres, and every variety of English 
and Foreign Ornamental Vases, Laras, &c. Their showrooms are 
equal to any in London, and their stock of the most superior and 
approved description. Foreign orders and outtits executed with 
despatch, N. B. No establishment in the City. Western Branch, 

) $8, Baker-street, Portman-square, 
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ANTI-SLAVERY LEAGUE. ~*~ 


PUBLIC MEETING will be held on THURS- 
DAY next, March 4th, at FINSBURY CHAPEL, on the 
subject of AMERICAN SLAVERY. 
he meeting will be addressed by Mr. Frederick Douglass, lately 
a fugitive slave from Maryland, Mr. Robert Smith, Secretary to the 
e, and other gentlemen. 
The Chair will be taken, at Seven o’Clock precisely, by 


GEORGE THOMPSON, Esq. 


A Collection in aid of the League will be made at the close of the 
meeting. 


— 


THE NEW ASYLUM FOR 8 ORPHANS, STAMFORD- 


Hs THIRD ANNIVERSARY DINNER of 


this CHARITY will be held at the LONDON TAVERN, on 
THURSDAY, the 6th of MAY next. 


The Right Hon. Lord ROBERT GROSVENOR, M.P., 
will preside on the occasion. 


Office, 32, Poultry. 


A COURSE of FOUR LECTURES, on the 

NATURAL HISTORY of CKEATION, by EDWIN 
LANKESTER, M.D., will be delivered at the CONCERT- 
ROOMS, 71, MORTIMER-STREET. 

March 17th—The Vegetable Kingdom. 

March 3lst—The Animal Kingdom. 

April 2ist— Man. 

Tickets, for a Single Lecture, 1s. ; for the Course, 2s. 6d. ; for a 
family, admitting five, 8s., to be had of Mr. Tomkins, 3, Charles- 
street, Middlesex Hospital; Mr. Bernard, 48, Upper Marylebone- 
street; Mr. Elford, 3, Great Pulteney-street; Mr. Foster, 349, Ox- 
ford-street ; Mr. Drew, 70, Burlington-arcade; and at the Concert 
Rooms, on the evenings of the Lectures. 

The proceeds of these Lectures will be appro riated to the 
Building-fund of the church now assembling at 71, Mortimer- 
street. 

Doors open at half-past Seven, Lectures to commence at Eight 
o'clock. 


HONOGRAPHIC INSTITUTION, No. 111, 
Strand, conducted by Messrs. BENN and HEN RY PITMAN. 
Terms for the Course of Nine Lessons on Phonography and Phonetic 


W. H. L. STRUDWICKE, sub-See. 


ͤ— *Y 


Verbatim Reporting. Es. d. 
Private Tuition (for the Course 7) ꝛꝛ .. 11 
Private Classes AW. e a 
Public do. d e 


0. eeeeee * 

Upwards of Ten Thousand individuals (one-third of whom have 
been Ladies) have acquired a knowledge of this truly useful and 
important Art, during the past year, in England and the United 
States. 

General Classes are opened at the Institution every alternate 
week. All applications to be made at No. lll, Strand; or at the 
Phonetic Depét, 1, Queen's Head-passage, Paternoster-row. 


— 


BY DR. HENRY EDWARDS. 
Second Edition, price ls., enlarged to 100 pages, 


IN and PIETY viewed in relation to the UNI- 


VERSE; being a Religious Application of the Discoveries 
made with the New Telescope of the Earl of Rosse. 


NisBetT and Co., Berners-street, Oxford-street. 


WHAT IS MY HOPE? 1s. 6d. 


DISCLOSURE of a SATANIC INCARNATION, 
and of the Existence of the Damned Dead in the WORLD, 
CHURCH, PULPIT, and PRESS. Price 6d. The full knowledge 
of this fact by the public will be the pouring out of the seventh 
vial. Rev. xvi. and xi. end. 


PaLMurR and Co., Paternoster-row; Cotes, Cheapside. 


STATE OF RELIGION ON THE CONTINENT. 
HE March Number of EVANGELICAL CHRIS- 


TENDOM, just published, contains, amongst other articles, the 
substance of an Address by the Rev. R. Bairpb, D. D., of New York, 
U. S. A. This eminent traveller has just returned from an exten- 
sive tour through a considerable part of Europe. During his recent 
stay in London (on his return to America) he delivered this most 
interesting account of the result of his observations to a select meet- 
ing of ministers and other gentlemen. 

Summant OF THE ADDRESs.—Importance of knowing the Reli- 
gious State of the World, and of acting wisely in Efforts to Evan- 

elize it—Apostolic Example—General Survey of the Roman 
Catholic World — Poland — France and Belgium — Three Great 
Races, the Latin, the Teutonic, the Sclavonic, occupy the whole of 
Europe—The Gallic Branch the most important of the Latin Race 
England and United States, Chief Objects of their Efforts—France 
and Belgium open to the Gospel—Portugal and Spain—Malta— 
Italy—Greece—Turkey—Protestant Europe—Sweden—Germany— 
Prussia—France— Russia and East of Europe—The Present Pope 
and Italy. 


MINISTERS & SUPERINTENDENTS of SABBATH-SCHOOLS 
are respectfully invited to read this account to the young persons 
under their charge at an ordinary or special meeting, as a most 
effective way of promoting evangelical religion. In the course of 
his address Dr. Baird remarked :—* Allow me to say, that there are 
many things about which the church has much to learn. One is, 
the importance of every Christian informing himself of the moral 
and religious state of the whold world. The grand obstacle to the 
progreas of genuine religion is, that the great bulk of Christians 
are too little informed of the state of the world to know what to do, 
or even what to pray for, in relation to this work.” 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM contains two sheets of extra 
royal, price only Fourpence; stamped, l’ivepence, or 58. per year. 


THE ONLY PENNY EDITION. 


MATTHEW HENRY’S COMMENTARY, 


Illustrated and unabridged for Thirty-five Shillings. Beautifully 
printed in demy quarto, in Numbers, One Penny, ana Weekly 
parts, in a wrapper, at Fourpence Halfpenny. May be ordered 
through any Bookseller. 

The Commentary on the Epistles, and on the Book of Revelation, 
in consequence of Matthew Henry’s death before the completion of 
the work, were composed by other parties, and have always been 
considered as defective, will be thoroughly revised and greatly im- 
proved by the following eminent divines :— 


Rev. E. Bickersteth, Watton. Rev. R. 8. Candlish, D.D. 

Rev. R. J. Brown, D.D., Prof. | Rev. I. Cobbin, M.A. 
Greek in Marischal Coll. and] Rev. J. Forsyth, D.D., Prof. 
Univ., Aberdeen, and Mod, Theol. Newburgh Coll., New 
Gen. Assem. Free Church. York. 

Rev. W. M. Bunting. Rev. J. Leifehild, D.D. 

Rev. H. Cooke, D.D., LL. D., | Rev. E. Steane, D.. 
Belfast. 


LIFE of MATTHEW HENRY, by Rev. A. L. Gorpon, of the 
Free Church of Scotland. 


Section I. contains the whole of Genesis and Exodus, including 
the important Supplementary Notes before referred to, illustrated 
with Fifty Engravings and Maps, and consists of two hundred and 


sixteen large quarto pages, whilst its cost is only Two Shillings and 
Sixpence. 


Part I. of the New Testament, with a splendid Portrait of 
Matthew Henry, was issued on the First of January. A Part is 
issued weekly—Old and New Testament alternately. The work may 
still be had in Penny Numbers. 


The necessity for athorough revision of the Defective Comments 
on part of the NEW TESTAMENT will be seen from the following 
extract ot a letter recently received from the venerable Thomas 
Chalmers, D. D.: I have uniformly spoken of * Henry’s Com- 
mentary’ as being, upon the whole, the very best I know, I am 
sensible of the falling oll in the Supplemeutary Comments that were 
given of the later Scriptures, which are exceedingly behind in the 
point and pertinency, and substance, and, withal, deep evangelica! 
unction, which characterize the work of the great master whom they 
attempt to follow. Yours, &e., THOMAS CHALMERS,” 

Edinburgh, Dee. 19, 1846,” 


London: PARTRIDGE and OAK Rx, Paternoster-row. Edinburgh ; 
JOMNSTONE, Glasgow; COLLINS, Dublin: Cumax aud Co., &., &. 


[THE CHRISTIAN REFORMER; or, Unitarian 
Magazi 


ine and Review, for MARCH, price One Shilling, will 
contain :— | 


Extracts from my Journal—Switzerland. 

— Sermons. 

Religious Endowments. 

Memoir of the late Rev. Robert Aspland. 

wae - 4 5, 6, explained by existing Asiatic Forms of 


peech. 
Original Letter from the late Ir. Parr. 
The Government Educational Plans, &c., &e. 


aoe and Co., Paternoster-row; J. Chapman, Newgate- 


Monthly Part for February, Just Out. 
Price Seven Pence. 


Howirrs JOURNAL of LITERATURE and 
PROGRESS. 
Edited by WILLIAM and MARY HOWITT. 
CONTENTS, 


This Part contains Five fine Engravings, viz.:— 
1. The New Islington Cattle Market. 
2. Portrait of the late Joseph John Gurney, of Norwich, from an 
song Fe family painting by Richmond, beautifully engraved 
y Linton. 
3. The Lover, from the German, engraved by George Measom. 
4. A 8 into the Odenwald, by Sunderland, finely engraved by 
easom. 


f m 
5. A Vignette of February, by the celebrated Kaulbach. 


The Literary Contents are:— 
Visits to Remarkable Places, by William Howitt. 
Letter from South Africa, 
The Canker and the Cure, by Silverpen. 
Indirect Advantages of the Temperance Reformation, by Philip 
P. Carpenter, B. A. 
Ponrax : — 
The Lover, translated from the German, by Mary Howitt. 
Sonnet to the Americans, by Thomas Cooper. 
As it should be, by Edward Youl. 
A Grey-Beard’s Carol, by J. B. Kington. 
A Winter Picture, by W. Howitt. 
Childhood, by G. 8. Phillips. 
There's Something Wrong Somewhere, by Edward Youl. 
The Month in Prospect, February, by W. Howitt. 
Corcumroe Abbey, by R. H. Horne. 


ame Lodging-houses, and a Model Lodging-house for the 
oor, 


Two Scenes on the Danube, by Hans Christian Andersen. 
Memoir of J. J. Gurney. 


Ireland; the imperative necessity of a Universal Agitation in its 
behalf, by William Howitt. 

Bob Racket’s Shoes, by Edward Youl. 

Universal Language and Phonography, by Goodwyn Barmby. 

Physiology for the People, by Dr. Carpenter, F.R.S. 

The Philanthropic Assasein, by R. H. Horne, 

Earliest Flowers of the Season; the Winter Aconite, by William 
Hincks, F. L. 8. 

Penny Wisdom, No. II. Poisoned Peas, by a Man of No Party. 

A Dapper Little Londoner, by John Strides, the Literary Police- 
man. 

Author v. Critic, William Howitt and the 4itheneum. 

Tour in the Odenwald, concluded. 

Free Trade Recollections. Syria, by Dr. Bowring. 

Itinerating Libraries, by Dr. Smiles. 

The Philanthropic Assassin, concluded. - 

Exhibition of the British Institution. 

The Globe Theatre, &c. 


Literary Notices; Weekly Record of Facts and Opinions, &c. 


Published for the Proprietor, at 171, Strand, London, and sold by 
all Booksellers. Weekly Numbers, Three Halfpence; Stamped 
Copies for post, Twopence Halfpenny. 


AITS EDINBURGH MAGAZINE, No. 159, 


for MARCH, price One Shilling, contains :—1l. George 
Crabbe, by George Gilfiillan—2, The Story of Luke Willingham, a 
Passage in the Civil Wars ; by Hannah Lawrence—3. Orthographic 
Mutineers; by Thomas de Quineey—4. The Two Millionaires, 
translated from the German of Zschokke; by Sarah Fry—5. The 
Romance of War, or the Highlanders in Spain—6. Joan of Are, and 
M. Michelet’s France; by ‘Thomas de Quincey—7. Howitt’s Homes 
and Haunts of the Poets—8. The Cause and the Cure of Crime—9. 
Arguments for the Repeal of the Union; by John O'Connell, M. P., 
with Notes on the Argument—10. Poetry—11. Literary Register— 
12. Political Register. 
London: SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, and Co. 
LAND and KNox. 


Edinburgh: SuTHER- 


On Thursday next will be published, 


In octavo, price 3d. (or L7s. per 100); and also in duodecimo, 
price 2d. (or 108. 6d. per 100), 


N ALARM to the NATION, on the Unjust, 
Unconstitutioual, and Dangerous Measure of STATE EDU- 
CATION, proposed by the Government. By EDWARD Bangs, jun. 


Also, by the same Author, and at the same prices, 


A LETTER TO THE MARQUIS OF LANS- 
DOWNE, on the GOVERNMENT PLAN of EDUCATION, 


With an Appendix, containing the Minutes of the Committee of 
Council on Education. 


London: WakpD and Co.; and Sturkix, MARSHALL, and Co. 
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SS ee, 
FREE BIBLE PRESS COMP WAREHOUS 
2 PATERNOSTER-ROW, 10 bo. . 


G E, THOMSON, go, CO, Bie Pubes 


mentioned EDITIONS of the SCRIPTURES. (eo dene Under 
of Bindings, and at unprecedentedty 11 A treat variety 


BIBLES, 
Family or Pulpit Bible, royal quarto 5 
Marginal References, and attorvon's des et With Brown's 


tes. (Also, with M 
of Palestine, and Forty-two Steel En ap 
Scripture Characters, History, ) Gravings, lustrative of 
— Octavo Bible, small pica type. 

Royal Octave Reference Bible, small pica type. 


Nonpareil tdme Bible with th ienttnes 

onpare . e ators’ 

Pocket Bible, 24mo, ruby type. 8 n Coloured 
Maps. 

— Bible, 24mo, pearl type. Also, with Four Coloured 

aps. 

Reference Pocket Bible, 16mo, pearl type; a very beautiful 
useful k, containing man thousand refi ° 
with Eight Coloured Mane. ‘ oe e 


TESTAMENTS, 
Pocket Testament, 48mo, diamond type, long lines, 
Pocket Testament, 33mo, pearl type. 
School Testament, I8 mo, minion type. 
School Testament, 12mo, brevier type. 
Demy Octavo Testament, small — hn type, for the use of the 


Any of the above may be had with Scotch Psalms, 


G. L. T. and Co, have just published No. XVI., price 4d., of 
weekly issue of BROWN’S PAMILY BIBLE ** oom voted 5 
Forty-three Numbers; or, with Steel Engraving, price 7d. Al 
Part IV. of the Monthly issue, price 18. Id.; or, with Four Stee 
Engravings, price 28. 4d. 

The books named above have been all most carefully and accu. 
ae —_ at — 8 ie PRESS, by Authority, and 
under the supervision of her esty’s Printers for Scotian 
They may be had of all Sockocllere es 5 * 


London: G. L. THomson and Co., Bible Publishers, 53, Pater- 
noster-row, 


PUBLICATIONS OF 
J. JOHNSTONE, 26, PATERNOSTER-ROW. 


TAE WIDOWERS COUNSELLOR and COM. 


FORTER. By Rev. N. Rowron. With a Preface by Rev. 
J. A. James, Author of“ The Widow directed to the Widow's God.“ 


In imperial 8vo, cloth extra, git, £1 7s. 6d.; morocco elegant, 
ls. 6d., . 


BUNYAN’S PILGRIM’S PROGRESS; with 


— and numerous Illustrative Eogravings; each page illumi- 
nated, 


Foolscap 8vo, cloth boards, 5s,, with Portrait, 


PASCAL’S PROVINCIAL LETTERS. Trans- 


lated by Rev. THomas M‘Criz. With Historical Introduction and 
Notes by the Translator. 


Third Edition, revised, with additional matter, cloth boards, 
78. 6d., 5 
HUGH MILLERS OLD RED SANDSTONE; 
or, New Walks in an Old Field. With Plates, and Gedlogical 


Sections. 
Post 8vo, cloth, 6s., 


ADDITIONAL REMAINS of the late Rev. R. 


M. M‘Cheyne; * of Lectures and Sermons. With En- 
graved Frontispiece, and Vignette of his Church and Grave, 


In stiff covers, 9d., 


THE PRUSSIAN SYSTEM of POPULAR and 


NATIONAL EDUCATION: its History, Character, and Pros 
By the Rev. James ADAM, ys pects 


WORKS BY J. F. NICHOL, LL.D. 
Demy 8vo, 10s. 6d. each, 


THOUGHTS on some IMPORTANT POINTS 
relating to the SYSTEM of the WORLD, 


CONTEMPLATIONS on the SOLAR SYSTEM. 


VIEWS OF THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE 
HEAVENS. 


FREE BIBLE PRESS COMPANY, 


JOHN JOHNSTONE, 26, Paternoster-row, has been appointed 
sole Agent for the sale of these Bibles and Testaments in 2 land, 
and will be happy to transmit, on applieation, a revised List of 


Prices to the Trade, to Conductors of Schools, and for general dis- 
tribution, 


All parties may thus be supplied, without Subscription, with 
BIBLES or TESTAMENTS, unexcelled for typographical aceuracy, 
cheapness, 2 and variety of style, by 7 — to 

ROBERT ‘THEOBALD, * 
(late of the Religious TraétSociety}, 
Manager, 26, Paternoster · row. 
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CBB QUARTO EDITION OF BARNES’ 
NOTES. 

PART III. of this splendid Work is now ready, beautifully 
printed in Demy Quarto, with Maps and Engravings. 

Each Part contains thirty-two full pages, price Sixpence. 

The whole of the New ‘Testament is to be completed in less than 
Fifty Parts. 

The 12mo volumes ready are Matthew and Mark, 28. 6d. Romans, 
Ephesians, &c., Thessalonians, &c., Hebrews, 4 vols., each 2s. cloth. 
The others in the press. 


London: AYLoTT and Jones, 8, Paternoster-row. 


Second Edition, price 3s. 6d., 


CHURCH WITHOUT A PRELATE. The 


Apostolical and Primitive Church, popular in its government, 
and simple in its worship. By LYMAN COLEMAN. Witn an Intro- 
ductory Essay, by Dr. AUGUsTUs NEANDER, Professor of ‘Theology 
in the University of Berlin, 


It has avoided the popular errors of being verbose and overlaid, 
and is transparent, learned, concise, convincing. Few writers can 
say so much in few words as Mr. Coleman.“ —Nonconformist. 


“To every one anxious to know what the Primitive Church was, 
we most cordially recommend this standard work.“ Union Maga- 
zine. 

By the same Author, in one vol., medium 8vo, 58. 6d., 
THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH. ‘Translated and Compiled from the Works of AU- 
GUsTI; with numerous Additions from RHEINWALD, SIEGEL, 
aud others. With Engravings of Plans of Early Churches, &c. 


Just published, price 6d., 


RELIGIOUS FELLOWSHIP WITH SLAVE- 
HOLDERS. A Review of the Proceedings of the Free Church of 
Scotland, and of the Evangelical Alliance, on the subject of admit- 
ting Slaveholders to Communion and Membership. Reprinted from 
the Hielectic Review. 

Wakp and Co., 27, Paternoster-row, 

EET.—EASE IN WALKING.—HALL & CO., 
Wellington-street, Strand, near Waterloo-bridge.—The PAN- 
NUS CORIUM, or LEATU EUeCLOLU BOOTS and SHOLKS, are 
the softest and easiest ever worn, They yield to the action of the 
feet without the slightest pressure or drawing effect on the most 
sensitive Corns, Bunions, Gout, or tenderness frou any other cause. 
They resemble the finest leather, and are nore durable. HALL and 
CO. SPKING BOOTS supersede lacing or buttoning, and are a 
reat comfort to the ankles. Their Waterproof Portable Dresses 
for Gentlemen, 21s. Ladies’ Cardinal Cloaks, with Hoods, 18s 


which can be carried In the pocket with convemence, "4 


UDIE’S SELECT LIBRARY, 
28, Upper King-street, Bloomsbury-square, 


This Library comprises the best and newest works in every depart 
ment of Literature, with all the Quarterly and Monthly Periodicals. 


Single Subscription, 
Seven Shillings per Quarter, One Guinea per Annum. 


Family and Country Subscription. 


Two, Three, Five, or Ten Guineas per Annum, according to the 
number of volumes required. 


Newspapers regularly supplied.—Stationery of every Description. 
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PCENDERS, STOVES, and FIRE-IRONS.—The 
LARGEST ASSORTMENT of STOVES, KITCHEN RANGES, 
and FENDERS, as well as General lronmongery, in the worid, is 
now on Sale at WILLIAM S. BURTON’S (late RIPPON and BU R- 
TON’S) extensive warehouses. Bright steel fenders to 4 feet, from 
303. each; ditto ditto, with or-molu ornaments, from 60s.; rich 
bronzed scroll ditto, with steel bar, 10s. 6d. ; iron fenders, 8 feet, 4s. 
6d., 4 feet, 63. ; ditto, bronzed, and fitced with standards, 3 feet, 9s., 
4 feet, IIs.; wrought iron kitchen fenders, 3 feet, 4s. 6d., 4 feet, 66.; 
bright register stoves, with bronzed ornaments, and two sets of bars, 
from 95s.; ditto ditto, with or-molu ornaments, from £9; black 
dining-room register stoves, 2 feet, 18s., 3 feet, N.; bed-room re- 
gister stoves, 2 feet, 16s., 3 feet, 24s. The new economical thermio 
stove, with fender and radiating hearth-plate, from £8; fire-irons 
for chambers Ie. 9d. per set; handsome ditto, with cut heads, 6s. 6d.; 
newest pattern, with elegant bronzed heads, Ils. A variety of fire- 
irous, with or-mol and richly cut heads, at proportionate prices, 
Any article in the furnishing ironmongery 30 per cent. under an 
other house. The money returned for every article not approved of, 
Detailed catalogues, wit mn ata — | per post) free, 
WILLIAM S. BURTON'S (late RIPPON and BURTON'S) stock 
of general furnishing ironmongery is literally the largest in the 
world, and as no language can be employed to give a correct idea of 
its variety and extent, purchasers are invited to call and inspect it. 
—39, Oxford-street (corner of Newman-street). Established in 
Wells-street, 1820. 
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MITH’S PATENT ADHESIVE ENVELOPES. 
* ‘The demand foe, the@@ Envelopes is so great, and they are now 
so highly appreciated by "Noblemen, Gentlemen, the Managers of 
Public Institutions, &e., &e., that several unprincipled persons are 
offering for sale a worthless imitation, and others are representing 
themselves to he“ Agents for the Sale of Smith's Patent Adhesive 
Envelopes,” whereas, J. Smith has no appointed Agent. To pre- 
vent imposition, therefore, the Public are respectfully requested to 
observe that every Envelope bears the inscription: “SMITH'S 
hog honk Mery ot ESIVE, 42, Rathbone-place, London,” All others 

N. B. Fer India communication these Envelopes are invaluable 


Bu 


. 
2 » 


i 
5 
7 
; 


r 


ö 
‘ 
5 


THE MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL ON 
At a MEETING of the DECIDED OPPO- 


NENTS of STATE INT E with EDUCATION, 
of all by public advertisement, to confer 
on the best means of out a 8 and efficient opposition 
to the proposed measures of Government, and held in London on 


| The Rev, Dr. COX in the Chair, 
The following Resolutions were unanimously adopted :— 


Moved by the Rev. Robert Beckett; seconded by the Rev. Dr. 
Jenkyn : 


1. That this meeting, maturely considered the proposals 
rlting to education developed in — Minutes of the Commit- 
tee laid — * 


that it is expedient immediately to form a Central Com- 
mittee, composed of individuals connected with the various bodies 
to whom the scheme is for the purpose of exposin 
its tutional and us character to the community, an 
of combining the friends of civil and religious liberty, and of free 
12 in a resolute and united opposition to its adoption by 


by the Rev. Dr. Reed: seconded by the Rey, J. H. 
©, That the : 


gentlemen be empowered to act as a Central 
ave to add to their number, and special instruc- 


‘ Moved by Josiah Conder, Esq.; seconded by the Rev. Dr 


3. That the cordial thanks of this meeting be presented to Mr - 
Edward ‘Baines, jun., for the valuable information which he has 


commun and for his prompt, judicious, aad effective labours 
in the cause of free education. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE IN OPPOSITION TO THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT SCHEME OF EDUCATION. 


T a MEETING of the CENTRAL COM- 

MITTEE appointed to aid in the Opposition to the Measure 

of Education contained in the Minutes of Council laid before Par- 
liament, on Monday, March 1: 


The Rev. F. A. COX, D.D., LL.D., in the Chair: 
The following Resolutions were unanimously adopted :— 


I. That thif Committee will continue to sit from day to day till 
the proposals of the Committee of Council be withdrawn, or disposed 
of by Parliament in some other way. 


II. That, with the support and countenance of the opponents of 
the measure, it will be the business of this Committee: 

1. To diffuse plain and accurate information respecting the 
nature, objects, and inevitable consequences of the mea- 
sure. 

2. To promote an extensive, combined, and effective opposition 
to it, by Public Meetings in town and country, Memorials 
to her Se and Petitions to Parliament. 

3. To encourage ughout the kingdom an active correspond- 
enee between the ents of the measure and their local 

ntatives in Parliament, with a special view fully to 
apprise honourable Members of the grave and insuperable 
objections against it, and to engage them in strenuous 
efforts to prevent its adoption by the Legislature. 

4. To receive Memorials and Petitions from all parts of the 
country, and insure their prompt presentation to Ministers 
or to Parliament. 

5. To ascertain and communicate to the country, with as little 
delay as possible, the intentions of her Majesty’s Ministers, 
* ei prosecution or in suspension of their proposed 
scheme. 


III. That, for these purposes, the Committee will require the 
liberal assistance of their friends, which, it is earnestly hoped, will 
be promptly and 1 to them. 

JOHN MIDDLETON HARE, } Secs. pro tem. 

Committee-room, King’s Head, Poultry, 

March 1 


9% It is cularly requested that all Post-office orders for the 
use of the Committee, may, for the present, be made payable to 
John Middleton Hare, at the King’s Head, Poultry, London. 


GOVERNMENT PLAN OF EDUCATION. 


A MEETING of the Constituents of the 

CONGREGATIONAL BOARD of EDUCATION, was 
held at the CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY, Blomfield-street, 
on THURSDAY, Feb. 25th, 1847, to consider what stepe should be 
taken at the present juncture relative to the Government plan of 
education, as set forth in the Minutes of Council. The meeting 
was very numerously attended; and CHARLES HINDLEY, Esq., 
M. P., was unanimously called to the Chair. The meeting was 
commenced by prayer, offered by the Rev. J. Ely, of Leeds, when 
the following resolutions were submitted to the meeting :— 


Moved by Josiah Conder, Esq.; seconded by Rev. A. Wells, 
of Clapton, and carried unanimously :— 


1. That the Constituents of the Congregational Board of Edu- 
cation, now assembled, express their deep interest in the instruc- 
tion of all classes of the people, and reiterate their warmest sym- 
pathies in the improvement and elevation of the humbler classes: 
Inowing that the body of Christians represented by this Board 
have given full proof of the depth of their interest, and the sincerity 
of their —5 by raising a sum for Voluntary Education, since 
the formation of the Board, in 1843, of about 4 120, 000 besides the 
annual cost of sustaining their Sabbath and Day schools throughout 
the Kingdom; and that, after accumulating, by long years of 
labour and bounty, when popular education was extensively op- 
posed in this country, a large amount of invested property, appro- 
priated in perpetuity to the purposes of a Free Education, adapted 
equally to promote the intelligence and religion of the people. 


Moved by Rev. John Kelly, of Liverpool; seconded by Rev. 
John Burnet, of London; and carried unanimously :— 


2. That this meeting expresses its strong conviction that all Go- 
vernment interference with the religion and education of the people 
is at variance with sound principle, involving a departure from the 
legitimate province of the Government; that this is particularly ap- 
parent in countries such as England and her colonies, where great 
diversity of religious opinion prevails, and where such interference 
can take place only on the 3 le of separating religion from 
secular education, or of treating all religious opinions as if equally 
true, or of giving dominancy to one particular sect; against each of 
tions lie: and, therefore, considera the annual 

purposes as a mistake in legislation which can- 
not be too soon abandoned, and feels bound to offer every constitu- 
tional opposition to the introduction of any system of national edu- 
cation under the control of the Government. 


Moved by Edward Baines, jun., of Leeds; seconded by Rev. Dr. 
Vaughan, of the Lancashire Independent College, Manches- 
ter; and carried unanimously :— 


3. That the manner of introducing the — Government plan of 
education, involving such augmented influence and patronage to the 
Established Church, and to the Government, and calculated to effect 
20 great a change iu the freedom of all educational proceedings in 
England and Wales, is not ouly highly objectionable, but, in the 
— ent of this assembly, unconstitutional; the plan of 1843 
ving been embodied in a bill, and open to a free and ample die- 
cussion in the ture; but the present measure is not to be 
thus submitted to Parliament, but has been prepared by a body of 
ns unknown to, and unauthorized. by, the laws and constitu- 
tion of our country, to frame and carry out such a measure, with- 
out the direct sanction of the Legislature; and, if not prevented, 
may from time to time, by minutes of Council, make additions sub- 
versive of the civil and religious liberty of a large portion of her 
Majesty subjects. 
Moved by the Rev. James Parsons, of York; seconded by the 
Rev. Walter Scott, Principal of Airedale College, Yorkshire; 
and carried unanimously :— 


4. That it is most seriously to ve deprecated, that such an enor- 
mous amount of as this measure contemplates should be 
placed in the hands of Government of the day, tending, as it 


de Nonconformist. 


[Manca 3. 


ST ant Sime poate, end ‘whom some of the greatest reforms 
of modern times have been . N 

Moved by the Rev. T. James of London; seconded by the Rev. 

J. Blackburn, of London; and carried unanimously — 
5. That, in the opinion of this assembly, it is a matter for just 
and t alarm, that the present plan 2 ernment sendin 
provides for granis to Church of England schools, as such, and 
makes th: teaching of the Church catechism compulsory: and, in 
other schools, where the tenets of Independents, tists, Roman 
Catholics, Unitarians, and other bodies are incul , Government 
grants are to be available, with the highest sanction, to the prin- 
ciple of teaching the doctrines of different sects to the rising popu- 
lation, and paying for such teaching out of the consolidated fund, 
thus making the members of the Church of England contribute to 
the spread of Unitarianism—the Wesleyans, Independents, Baptists, 
and other Protestant Dissenters, contribute to the spread of the 
rtm of the 4 on one of the Romish Church : — one 
word, prepar way for the payment and io of the 
ministers of at denominations, and thos to tetas religion Lato dis- 
repute, promote indifference and infidelity, and inflict a lasting in- 
jury upon the consciences of all though religious men—calcu- 
ated to lead to resistance and to strife, until a — 80 unjust, 
impolitic, and unscriptural be utterly abandoned. 


Moved by Joseph Dixon, Esq., of Stebbing; seconded b 
oe Shepheard, Eeq., of London; and carried unani- 
mously :— 


6. That it cannot but be viewed as an additional ground of 
alarm, that the distinguished Statesmen whom Dissenters have 
supported as the advocates of liberty, the professed opponents of 
the undue power and patro of the Government, and the friends 
of retrenchment, and of diminution of taxation, should sanction 
tne compuls support, by taxation, of all kinds of religious 
teaching, whether true or false: should extend the power and 
patronage of Government more than any of their predecessors in the 
worst of times: and, in a period of distress and of famine, of de- 
pression of trade, and of high prices for food, should introduce a 
measure which in a few years will increase our national burdens to 
the amount ofa million and a half to two millions per annum. 


Moved by Henry Forbes, Esq., Bracford; seconded by W. A 
Hankey, Esq., of London; and carried unanimously :— 

7, That another objection, in the judgment of this assembly, to 
the plan now proposed, is the injurious influence it will have on all 
voluntary efforts, both as to personal labour and pecuniary contri- 
butions, which in Sunday and day-schools have effected so much in 
the education of the people of England and Wales: and that while 
various evils will attend the working of the system of grants, pen- 
sions, and places, they will be greatly augmented by the tendency 
of the system to bribery and corruption, and by the influence and 
power of the Inspectors over Schools and Schoolmasters ; taking 
from the Schoolmaster his independence in his intercourse with 
the Inspector, as effectually as the independence of the Inspector is 
lessened by the power possessed by the Archbishops summarily to 
withdraw their sanction from an Inspector, and thus, of necessity, 
cause his immediate dismissal, 


Moved by J. Leman, Esq. ; seconded by Rev. W. H. Stowell, of 
Rotherham ; and carried unanimously :— 


8. That, for these reasons, the utmost opposition be given to this 
measure immediately by this assembly; that a petition be prepared 
for presentation to both houses of Parliament founded upon the re- 
solutions ; and that the following gentlemen be appointed a deputa- 
tion to wait upon Lord John Russell to present to him, and to sus- 
tain, the foregoing resolutions :—The Rev. Dr. Reed; the Revs. J. 
Burnet, A. Wells, R. Ainslie; and S. Morley, J. R. Mills, W. A. 
Hankey, D. W. Wire, H. Rutt, Esquires. 

(Signed) CHARLES HINDLEY, Chairman. 
Congregational Board of Education, 
4, Coleman-street Buildings, Moorgate-street, Feb. 26, 1817. 
By order of the Meeting, 

ROBERT AINSLIE, Secretary. 


THE GOVERNMENT MEASURE OF EDUCATION. 


T a SPECIAL MEETING of the DEPUTIES 
of PROTESTANT DISSENTERS of the Three Denomi- 
nations, Presbyterian, Independent, and Baptist, in and within 
twelve miles of London, appointed to protect their Civil Rights, 
held at the King’s Head Tavern, tn the Poultry, on Wednesday, the 
1 of February, 1847, JOHN REMINGTON MILLS, Esq., in the 
Chair. 
It was moved by John Wilks, Esq.; seconded by William 
Stroud, M.D.; and resolved unanimously :— 


T. That the Protestant Dissenters of England have always shown 
themselves, as well by their persenal efforts as by their pecuniary 
contributions, the active friends to the extension of Popular Edu- 
cation, upon the most liberal and comprehensive principles, even at 
a period when other bodies in this country discovered a jealousy of 
the progress of education, or were avowedly hostile to the diffusion 
of knowledge among the people. 


It was moved by William Alers Hankey, Esq.; seconded by 
. — Lush, Esq., barrister-at-law; and resolved unani- 
mously :— : 


2. That, at the present moment, all parties and denominations in 
this country are exerting themselves to a degree unprecedented, 
and with the happiest effect, in multiplying the means and in im- 
proving the character of popular education by voluntary zeal and 
beneficence. 


It was moved by David Williams Wire, Esq.; seconded by 
Benjamin Hanbury, Esq. ; and resolved unanimously :—- 


3. That, having considered the minutes of the Privy Council 
communicated to the House of Lords by the Lord President of the 
Council, this deputation cannot but view with serious apprehen- 
sion the scheme of Government education which they develope, the 
practical effect of which would be to diminish, and ultimately ex- 
tinguish, all those voluntary efforts for the promotion of popular 
education, not only in infant and day-schools, but more especial] 
in Sunday-schools, from which multitudes have derived inestimable 
advantage; tointerfere most unjustly and injuriously with the in- 
tereats of private teachers, and to weaken that spirit of self-re- 
liance and independence which has justly been the glory of Great 
Britain. ee 


It was moved by George Offor, Esq.; seconded by John Ben- 
nett, Esq.; and resolved unanimously :— 


4. That, apart from the grave and insuperable objections to the 
principle and details of the measure, the scheme of the Committee 
of Council, whether viewed in regard to the wide extent of the 
proposed operations, the many important interests which it in- 
volves, or the immense outlay of public money which it will oc- 
casion, cannot constitutionally be carried into effect on the mere 
authority of the Committee of Council, or without being submitted 
to the deliberate consideration of the legislature, in a shape which 
would allow of that ample discussion that is secured by passing a 
bill through its successive stages. 


Moved by Josiah Conder, Esq.; seconded by G. J. Ovenden, 
Esq.,; and resolved unanimously :— | 


5. That the objections felt by this Deputation to the projected 
measure derive additional force from the absence of adequate in- 
formation before Parliament, relative to the existing means of 
popular education ; greatly augmented, as these have been, during 
the past few years, as well as of any suitable measures to prevent 
the misappropriation of the magnificent educational endowments 
which ought to be made available for the general advantage. 


It was moved by Nathaniel Griffin, Esq., Barrister-at-law ; 
seconded by J. M. Hare, Esq.; and resolved unanimously :— 


6. That a measure which appears so singularly adapted to extend 
the sphere of Government patronage, must be received with jealousy 


public functionaries, to be placed under the direct influence of the 
Central Administration, and distributed in every ish in the 
Kingdom ; inviting vast numbers of families to render themselves 
dependent upon the Executive for their support, and tending to en- 
gender among the bulk of the people a general expectation of de- 
riving their resources, not from their own independent industry, but 
from the favour of the State. 


It was moved by Dr. Lankester; seconded by William Rouse, 
Esq.; and resolved unanimously :— 


7. That the measure is cularly obnoxious to Protestant Dis- 
senters, in consequence of its obvious partiality to the Established 
Church, by proposing to devote moneys contributed by the members 
of all religious denominations alike, to the maintenance of schools 
and schoolmasters identified with the Established Church, on prin- 
ciples which preclude Protestant Dissenters from consistently ac- 


will, to injure the manly tone of self-reliance and love of liberty, 
which have characterised the middle ,classes of English 


en more 


cepting any 8 of such grants; by giving to the Established 


and apprehension ; calling into existence as it does a new army of 


tration of the scheme; and by authoritati constituting, for the 
first the Church Catechism al in schools, which, if 
s public money, ought to be open to all the children of 
the poor without distinction of religious creed or worship. 


It was moved by Dr. Price; seconded by William Gover, Esq. ; 
and resolved :— oa, 
8. That the proposed plan, far from reconciling Deputation 
to the promotion of Eduestion by the aid of the State, tends to oon- 
firm them in the strong objection which they entertain against any 
interference on the part of the Government with the general in- 
struction of the people. 
It was moved by Josiah Conder, Esq.; seconded by David 
Williams Wire, Esq. ; and resolved :— renee 
9. That a Memorial to Her Majesty's Ministers founded upon 
these resolutions, and signed by the Chairman, be —4 yey by 
a Deputation to the First Lord of the Treasury, and that it be re- 
ferred back to the Sub-Committee to take such other steps as they 
may be advised. 


It was moved by Josiah — "ans seconded by D. W. 
te and resolved unanimously : 
That th 


anks of thie meeting be given to J. R. Mills, Esq. for 
his able conduct in the chair. 


GOVERNMENT SCHEME OF EDUCATION. 


A Ta MEETING of the COMMITTEE of the 
BAPTIST UNION, held at the BAPTIST MISSION~ 
— London, Feb. 26th, 1847, the Rev. W. GROSER in the 
T. : 
It was resolved unanimously :— 


1. That, looking on the proposed measure of Government en- 
clusively as a measure for the promotion of Popular Education, and 
without —— into the question of the utility of the scholastic 
plans to which it refers, this Committee regard it as are un- 
necessary, no case having been made out, or really existing, for 
grants of public money in aid of voluntary contributions. 


2. That, while the scholastic plans which the Government 
pose to aid might be both safe and expedient as sustained by — 
tary contributions, supplies of money from the public purse have, in 
the judgment of this Committee, a tendency to render them unpro= 
ductive of good, and fertile of mischief. 


3. That, consequently, all moneys from the public purse er- 
pended on the scholastic plans in question must, in the opinion of 
this Committee, be considered as worse than an absolute waste; a 
matter the more serious when it is recollected that the amount can 
scarcely be less when the Government measure shall be carried 
out than from one to two millions agg Lo annum, and that thie 
large sum is to be extracted from an industrious and overtaxed 
people. 

4. That, in the judgment of this Committee, the proposition of 
the Government is not to be looked upon as an educational measure 
exclusively, but that it has direct and powerful bearings on the 
great questions of civil and religious liberty, in virtue of which, it 
may be pronounced to be one of the most important and moss in- 
jurious measures brought forward by any Government for a long 
series of years. 


5. That, in the judgment of this Committee, any body of persore 
who should have to distribute in school r the sum of ene 
or two millions sterling ~ annum would acquire thereby an in- 
fluence highly undesirable and pernicious; but that sueh influence 
is never so pernicious, or so strongly to be deprecated, as when it is 
in the hands of the Government, by whom it may at any time, aad 
must, in the end, be applied to political and party purposes, 


6. That, since the effect of the Government proposition would be 
to increase to an enormous extent Ministerial patronage, already 
excessive, and to render a very large number of persons dependent. 
on the Government for their advancement in youth, and their com- 
fert in age, its execution must, in the opinion of this Committee, 
exert an influence directly hostile to civil liberty, and have a ten- 
dency to nourish political servility; and that, since the persons 
thus rendered dependent on the Government would be, to a great 
extent, the teachers of youth, it would become, not merely a power 
ful engine, but the most powerful engine which could hoes been 
devised, for diffusing political venality and corruption throughout. 
the community. 


7. That, in the opinion of this Committee, the proposition of the: 
Government is not less hostile to Religious Liberty; since, in carry-. 
ing out the measure, the Government will, in a large number of 
schools, both define and enforce religious instruction, and in 
= Pa make inquisition into the performance of religious 

uties.“ 


8. That, in the opinion of this Committee, the proposition of the 
Government must be characterized in its operation by extreme 
partiality and flagrant injustice; inasmuch as many schools will 
not accept the grants thus offered, and all such schools will be 
placed in circumstances of unrighteous and severe disadvantage. 


9. That, in the opinion of this Committee, the proposition of the 
Government is peculiarly offensive to Protestant Dissenters of every 
class, since it involves nothing less than a new tax for Ece 
clesiastical 3 and will thus prove an aggravation of those: 

— ee e redress of which they have so long and so justly 

emanded. 


10. That, in the opinion of this committee, the offensiveness of 
this measure is aggravated by the unconstitutional manner ef its 
introduction, which appears to indicate a wish to withhold it from 
public discussion, and to establish surreptitiously a system of pe- 
cuniary inducements, by means of which the entire education of the. 
country may at length be added tothe public burdens, and subjected. 
to Government influence. 


11. That, in the opinion of this Committee, the striking advanve 
towards such an issue which would be effected by the Government 
measure, and the facility and certainty with which other advances 
would subsequently be made, afford demonstrative proof of the im- 
propriety of Government interference with education, in any man- 
ner, and of the necessity that it should be left absolutely free. 


EDWARD STEANE, 
J. H. HINTON,’ $ Secretaries. 
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BELVOIR STREET CHAPEL, LEICESTER. 


THE ANNIVERSARY SERMONS, in connexion 


with the above Chapel, having been necessaril 8 
the pu es of heating and ventilating the — 41 wit te — 
OPENED for PUBLIC WORSHIP on WEDNESDAY, the lek 
of March, 1847, when a Sermon will be preached in the Morring: 
by the Rev. R. W. HAMILTON, LL. B., of Leeds, and in tha Eve 
ning by the Rev. W. BROCK, of Norwich. Services to commence 
9 5 1 — 1 5 o' Clock. 

n the following DAY, Sermons will be preached 
Morning and 23 by the Rev. C. STOVEL, of 8 oo 
vices to commence at Hall-past Ten and Half-past Six o Clock. 

rere 1 * * a each of the Services. 
} provided on Wednesday, the Wth of March, 
at Half-past One o’Clock, in the Lecture Room hapel 
which friends are respectfully invited. . * 


T° DISSENTING MINISTERS AND OTHEB 
BENEVOLENT CLASSES.—It has long been felt that some: 
plan is required whereby charitable persons could materially assist. 
their poor but deserving neighbours, otherwise than by giving them. 
money. The system of pecuniary aid, often so wn — to- 
donor and recipient, can now be obviated, and lasting service: 
effected by the much more desirable medium of encouragement to: 
industry. The EAST INDIA TEA COMPANY ropose, there 
fore, that Agencies for the sale of their Teas Wenk be granted to- 
the industrious, on receiving frum persons of known respectability 
their guarantee that goods thus entrusted to the Agent shall be- 
ultimately paid for. 

: — 15 wants yen and mare can 2 no reasonable excuse: 
for want of success when real ene employed. 

income cau be realized with only — — on. * 


Full particulars may be had by application to the Offices of the: 


East India Tea Com „9, Great St. Helen's 2 
gate, London. * -churchy ard, Bishops 
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